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PRESIDENT OF THE SURTEES SOCIETY. 



Sir, 



Having teen favoured in the summer of 1859, 
with a copy of a vokmie headed " The Fabric Rolls of York 
Minster," and written by the Secretary of your learned 
Society, I was naturally anxious, not only to reperuse the 
contents of the Rolls, but also to discover what new and 
vaUiable information had been given to the public by the 
oeknowledged abilities of the author for historical and 
antiquarian lore. 

I commenced the perusal of the book with the preface, 
and to ray astonishment I found in a note, at the very 
outset, the assertion that I have in my " History of the 
Metropolitan Church of St. Peter, York," given " meagre 
and sometimes inaccurate extracts, from the Fabric Rolls, 
discarding at the same time, the language in which they 
are written," and that it was " for the express purpose of 
supplying these deficiencies that the work was published."* 
Having thus given the reason for his undertaking, the 
writer then proceeds to give a brief description of the 
• Preface, pages v, vt. 



2 THE FABRIC ROLLS 

differout structures of York Minster, according to the 
ideaa of Professor Willis ; and in speaking of the present 
magnificent bnilding, he states that we are indebted for 
the conception and commencement of the noble Choir to 
Archbishop Tlioresby, who laid the fonndation stone in 
1361, and that the portion of the Choir which he calls the 
presbytery* was finished before the Archbiahop'a death, 
which took place in 1372. t 

In support of these statements, he says he has entered 
into the question at some length in the notes to the 
Fabric Rolls, and he presents a wood-cut, which, in his 
opinion, clearly shews that the tombs which were in the 
pavement before the altar of the Virgin, were those of 
Thorcaby and his predecessors ; J and he remarks that 
this once established, Mr. Browne's theories become un- 
tenable ; for "no one who considers this cut, can fail to 
see that they (the tombs) can only be ascribed to Arch- 



Having thus openly found fault with my labours ; 
having laid to my charge accusations which have no 
foundation in truth; having publicly challenged the accu- 
racy of the statements made in my History ; and moreover, 
throughout his entire production, exhibited me deliberately 
and prominently before the public, as a writer deserving 
the severest remarks, whenever he could find an opinion, 
date, or apparent fact given by me, which seemed to tell 
against his own suppositions ; — I feel bound in justice to 

* The term "preabyterj'," however erroneous, I shall uao in the 
present inatance, whenever necessity seems to require it, 

f ThiB is an inaccurate date, as the Archbishop died on the Qth of 
November, 3373, 

; Vide pages xt, xvi of preface. 

§ Page xvii of preface. 
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myself, to you, and to those who have kindly and liberally 
honoured me with their patronage, to come forward and 
say a few words in answer to the accusations laid to my 
charge, and to produce tnithful materials in defence of the 
statements made in my History, especially those relating 
to the Choir of the Fabric. I trust, Mi-. President, you 
will accept the observations I shall offer in my own 
vindication, especially when I assure you that I am 
actuated by no other motive than that of establishing the 
truth, and of contribnting to the advancement of the 
Science of Ecclesiastical Architecture, 

The most important point at issue between the writer 
and myself is, without doubt, the time occupied in com- 
pleting the erection of the Choir (i. e. the whole Choir) of 
York Cathedral : but before entering upon this question, 
I will, following the order of the author, discuss, as briefly 
as possible, the subject of his charges against me. 

The writer says that I have given " meagre, and some- 
times inacciu-ate, extracts from the Fabric Rolls, discarding, 
at the same time, the language in which they are written." * 
Startled by so serious an accusation, I eagerly read and 
re-read his work, expecting, of course, every moment, to be 
overwhelmed with proofs and instances of my deficiencies 
and inaccuracies ; never imagining that he could make 
such an assertion without some foundation or proof, 
especially as the belief in the truth of it, according to his 
own confession, was the cause of his undertaking the 
elaborate work which he has presented to the public under 
the title of " Fabric Rolls." But behold ! what was my 
disappointment, when having carefully read over and 
examined the matter contained in his first 120 pages, and 

■I Vide ■aatc to preface, pnyies v, vi. 
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its support afforded by the illustrative documcuts of 
Chamberlains' Accounts, Roman Bulk, Acts of Chapters, 
Indentures, Grants, and Donations, I did not meet with 
one single proved instance of my having given either ; 
meagre, or inaccurate, extracts. An error of translation I 
had indeed escaped me in page 67, where the word 
"Mundacione" is rendered "Mending," instead of 
" Cleansing." 

With regard to my having given meagre extracts, and 
discarding the language in which the Fabric Rolls were 
written, I have only to draw your attention to the preface 
of my work, which ho has so viridently assailed. Yon will 
there find that my object was to write for the information 
of the general reader. This will explain why I did not 
load the work with the voluminous extracts the writer 
seems to require, or give them in the original language of 
the Rolls. Had 1 had the support of a liberal Society to 
assist me, I might have presented ray subject to the public 
in a more enlarged form. 

And now, Mr. President, having failed to discover any 
foundation for the accusations with which your Secretary 
has so kindly charged me, allow me again to take up his 
work, and examine his own labours in the agreeable 
occupation of making copies or transcripts of the Fabric 
Compotuses, and see how he has discharged the duty 
which was imposed upon him by the Society and how he 
has supplied my deficiencies. 

The Council of the Surtees Society, assembled in March J 

1857, ordered " TTiai the Fabric Bolls of the Cathedral^ 

Church of York should be published by the Society for 1858 | 

— to be edited by the Secretary":* that is, as I under- 

^ Piel'aco, ])agi; iv. 
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stand the order, tliat he, Mr. Raine, as Secretary, should 
produce a printed book, containing what are styled office 
copies of the Fabric Rolls found belonging to York Cathe- 
dral, without the least alteration, addition, or diminution ; 
that all should be letter for letter, word for word, contrac- 
tion for contraction, termination for termination, sentence 
for sentence, sum for sum, and total for total ;* otherwise 
the book produced would not be in accordance with the 
order given. 

The task assigned to him must have excited his zeal 
for additional antiquarian information, and he no doubt 
rejoiced to find on his arrival at the depot of the valuable 
documents, that every possible arrangement had been 
made for an easy perusal, t But, Sir, how does it happen 
that notwithstanding the order which was entrusted to 

* SimUar to Domeaduy Book, fiotuli Scotiffi, Botuli Hundred oru in, 

f Previous to ihe injuty done to the Choir by the fire in 1829, the 
existence of CompotuBea or Fabric RolU was uaknown, and in ootiso- 
quencfl of the removal of the Chapter's Records to another building, 
through the appointment of C. Thiselton, Esq., to the duties of Clerk 
to the Dean and Chapter, the unbound documents became a heap of 
unai-ranged matter. It fell to my lot to re^arrango tliein, which I did 
with uare, and among them I happily discovered several ConipotuseB 
or Fabiio Accounts, on skins of parchment foiined into Rolls, all of 
which seemed never to have been opened since the day when they were 
laid aside iiy the person to whose office tliey belonged. Consequently, 
from the elt'eirts of time and heedlessness of successive keepers of the 
Fabric Accounts, the Rolls found were in varied states of decay or 
preservation. All that, were then discovered, were, as far as ciioum- 
stances would pennit, minutely esaminod and carefully compoi-ed by 
me. I myself assigned dates, according to existing evidences, to those 
which had lost their datas, and finolJy, I tied the Rolls up in bundles 
of limited periods, for tlte easy aocess of future examiners. The items 
en in my History of life Fabric were the guides my opponent used 
to the nature of the matter recorded in the Rolls, and materially 
assistud him, no doubt, in the compilation of his work. 
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liini, and the facilities rendered to him for the easier ' 
accomplislimeiit of the same, that he has himself confessed 
that he has struck out many items which he thought would 
not be of general interest or any importance ?* And that 
at tunes he lias given only part of a Roll, when he thought 
it would be tedious and unnecessary to give the whole ? f 
Assuredly, this is a most extraordinai-y method of comply- 
ing with the order of the Council, and supplying the 
defects of my alleged meagre extracts. % Nevertheless, his 
proceeding throughout his work has been in accordance 
with his confession made to me on the 28th day of 
October 1859, when in a letter he stated, that " The RoUa 
have not been i)wen verbatim, but every thinff has been 
inserted ickick seemed to me to be of the slightest use or 
importance. The charge of makinff this selection waa 
entrusted to myself alone. " ^ 

Although this extraordinary confession was tendered, I 
am compelled in duty to the pubUc, the Surtees Society, 
and myself, to make it known that it is not a full and 
perfect confession, nor, by any means, in my opinion, a 
satisfactory one. The Secretary was, according to the 
pubhshed order, intrusted with the duty of publishing the 
Fabric Rolls of the Cathedral ; and instead of giving them 
as Office or lawful copies, in the Notaries' or Scribes' style 
or manner in which they are written, he has, in addition 
to the already mentioned liberty, without any excuse, 
intimation, or confession to the public, as to the fact, 
given what he names "The Fabric Rolls," in the style 
and Latin in general use by the Notaries or Scribes in 
modem times. 




+ See note page 39. 
; 8eo pi-cfaoo, p8go vi. 



\ See note page a,'!. 
Note in the posaeasion cil' the defeadnat. 
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Thus, the writer seems to liave trifled with the con- 
fidence placed in him, and he has undoubtedly not been 
faithful to the language in which the original Rolls were 
wTitten. In words ending ■vrith an e he has generally 
changed the e into the diphthong ^, thus ; — Fabrice into 
Fabrica;, Thome into Thomai, and so with Adse, Ecclcsia;, 
Expensse, perpetuse, Vitse, forma;, Stella;, &c. &c. As for 
the contractions, and abbreviated terminations of words, 
exhibited by the original Rolls, he has disregarded them 
altogether, and given perfect words according to his own 
understanding of them; and hcre,'let me ask the question, 
was he sure that he always knew the words he had to 
transcribe, and the right interpretation of them ? ITie 
following few examples will tend to give a reply ; — 

SuRTEES Feinted Cory. Original Mandscripts.* 



Page9, line 17. Expenstefac- Expense facte ^romo^M" Cam- 
taper Magtstrum Campanit. pants. 

i. B, The writer will proliably see aome dlfTerenee between tlie two 
readings. Large Bella we have lieard of, but nothing corresponding to 
Magiator Campanis, 



;e 9, line 28. El in vj aer 
• emptis pro le mold 18d. 



* Sebzib, Serges, or large tapera, 
'jeneralhj uiedatfaneraU. — Gloss. 



Et in vj Gerrts-f emptis pro le 
mold xviijd. 

■ In giving my tnuiBcripts from 
the original Rolls and Docu- 
menta, I ahatl, with great reluc- 
tance, be oompelled, through 
want of means, to give Uie words 
generally in their full, instead of 
their abbreviated forms. 

I Gebbis, hurdles, or wicker work, 
to strengthen the outer coat of 
the mold for the bell. Wire is 
often used now. 
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Page 10^ line 14. Etinputu- 
ra* rewardy et aliis necessa- 
riis pro le clok, 4«. 4rf. 

Page 11, line 22. Et dati 
cementariis in le pleghdatf de 
curialitate, ex consuetudine 
20«. 

Page 19, line 15. Item nihil 
remanet clavorum hoc anno. 

Page 27, line 34. In purifi' 
cacione Organorum per an- 
num Za. 4d. 

Page 75, line 32. Profactura 
duorumjlabellorum de ligno. 

Page 85, line 6. Sinaper. J 



Et in picto" roiar'* et aliis 

necessariis pro le Clok, iiijs. 

.... « 
uijd. 

£t dati cementariis in le plegh- 
daif de curialitate, ex consu- 
etudine, xxs. 

Item nil remanet clausiX hoc 

anno. 
In pulsacione Organorum per 

annum iijs. iiijd. § 

Pro factura duorum flabello- 
rum de novo. 
Sinaper. 



* PuTURA, a word not easy to ex- 
plain. — Gloss. 



f Pleohdat, the day on which the 
masons at the Minster pledged 
themselves to obey the Chapter and 
their masters, — Gloss. 



I Sinaper, or sinape, is mustard. — 
Gloss. 



* PicTo' ROTAR", painting the 
wheels. An expression very 
easily understood. Putura, a 
custom claimed by some keepers 
and bailiffs, to take man's-meat, 
horse-meat, and dog's-meat, gra- 
tis, within the perambulation of 
the Forest or Hundred. 

t Pleohdai, Plegh Pleugue. F. 
Plugghe. Du — a wooden peg or 
plug; hence, plugday, the day 
on which the twitching ropes of 
the scaffolds were examined and 
plugged tighter. See Appendix. 

X The Close of the Cathedral. 

§ The sum regularly paid to the 
Organist. This item occurs fre- 
quently in the Rolls. 

(I Sinaper, Cinoper, Cinnabar, Vir- 
million ; a Mineral consisting of 
Mercury and Sulphur. Mustard 
would not be used either for 
painting or gilding. 
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Page 143, lines 15, 16. Ut 


Ut intercedat pro nobis ad ^^^| 


intercedat pro nobis ad domi- 


Dominum beatus Petrns cla- ^^M 


num Boalum Petmm claci- 


viger regni celorum. * ^^H 


fferum regni celorum. 


^H 


Page 145, line 28. Seatam 


Beatam coronat aciem. ^^^H 


coronal aciea. 


^^H 


Page 158, line 34. Per octos 


Per octo dies festimtates ipsaa ^^^| 


dies fesHcales ipaoa mediate 


mediate sequentes. ^^H 


sequentes. 


^^1 


■ Page 159, line 6. Et alios pios. 


Et alios patres. ^^H 


H Pag« 164, line 18. Itempallee 


Item palle altatis et Sacrarii. ^^^| 


^r allaris et sacrametiti. 


^^H 


Page 173, line 21. Post pran- 


Post prandium &\xa.vi\proprium. ^^^| 


dium suum propalam. 


^^H 


Page 172, line 41. In qualibet 


In qualibet ^fd^i one. ^^^H 


pacacione. 


^^H 


Page 173, line 7. Et singulis 


Et singulis snis particulia. ^^^H 


suis perictUis. 


^^1 


Page 174, line 4. Recerendua 


Revcrendtssi»ms-\ in Christo ^^H 


in Christa pater. 


^H 


Page 184, line 1. Rcpondere. 


Judicare. ^^^| 


Page 191, line 28. Hem in 


Item in quiuque petris cepi ^^| 


quinque petris cepi emptis pro 


emptis pro stalUs in noctibus ^^^| 


stellis in noctibus Naiicitatis 


Nativitatis Domini et Epiph- ^^| 


Domini et Epiphanirs, 5s. 


^^1 


H N. B. What tlio Secretary here 


means hy stars (stellis), or why fat ^^| 


^k or tallotr (oepum) should be bought for stars, I am at a loss to know. ^^^| 


H That a pui-chase of toUow was made foi- the hghts for the stalls [bUIUs) ^^| 


^M I can easily understand. 


^^1 


H Page 197, line 11. Per pre- 


Per predictos Antiqitissimos ^^| 


^^ dicioB sanctissimos patres. 


^H 


^ft 


* The simple doctrine of the Cadi- ^^| 


^^^ 


olio faith on the intercession of ^^^| 


^^■^^^^^^^ 


suDts. ^^1 


^^^^^^^^^^L 


t N. B. CaUiolie Bishops were and ^^| 


^K 


arealiTBys styled Most Reverend. ^^^| 
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Ac Banctorum Archipresulum 
dicte Ecclesie. 



Oportunum. 
Pro Crismate. • 



Page 107, line 38. Ac sanc- 
torum jwetulwn dicta Eech- 
aicB. 
Page 198, line 4. Optimum. 
Page gl6, line 7. Pro Cris- 
mate. ■ 
I now give some instances of his extraordinary mee^e 
eutriea, which the public generally might be led to believe 
are verbatim from the Fabric Rolls of Accounts. The 
following will be sufficient to undeceive them : — ■ 



Sdrtees Phinted Copt. 



Original Mancscbipts. 



Page 37, line 3S. In xxx miel £t In xxx miel calcis emptis 

calcis emptis de Roberto Spal- de Roterto Spalmon, precii le 

mon, 38s. id. miel xijd. de xx miel, et id. 

de X miel. Summa xxTiiJH. 

Page 37, line 34. In x ckaudre Et in x chaudre carbon" mari- 
carbonum marinorum, 50s. norum, emptis de Johan" 

Lemyng precii le chaudre vs. 
Summa Is. 
Page 37, line 34. In Jx f Et in x chaudre carbon" mari- 
chaudre carbonum marine- norum emptis de Willo" 



H Cbisiu, tie eucTiarist for 
dying. — Gloss. 



thi ■K CntsMi. Chrism is oil of olives 
mixed with balsam, and conse- 
crated liy the Bishop on Mann- 
day Thursday. It is used in 
Baptism and Coaflrmatioii, and 
the consecration of Bishops, 
Priests, &c. &c. The note of the 
writer shews that he is little 
conversant with Catholic rites, 
Crisma being never wsed for the 
dying. 
,tely copied by the Seore«U7. 
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H rum, iSs. 


Lerayng, precii le cliaudre ^^H 


H 


iiiJB. vjd. Sunima xlvs. ^^^| 


H Page 39, line ^2. Infacturaij 


Et in factura ij parium follium ^H 


■ parium /allium pro Orgama, 


pro Organis, et emendacione, ^^H 


etc., 46s. 8rf. 


et raundacione eorundem per ^^H 




Jo1iannemSaymer,xlvJB,yiijd. ^^H 


Page 41, line 40. In opera- 


Et in operacione xsij pctra~ ^^H 


done xxij petrarum canobi in 


Canobi in j Cabell pro magna ^^H 


j cabell pro magna rota ultra 


rota ultra magnum Campanile ^^H 


magnum campanile per Johan- 


per Johaanem Kelyngwyke ^^| 


nem Kelyngwyk, 5s. 6(/. 


cap. iijd. pro qualibet petra, ^^H 




H 


^ Page 41, line 42. In expen- 


Et in expensis operariorum ^^| 




auxillancium eundem Jolian- ^^H 


W eundem Johannem, l^d. 


nem in factura ejusdem Ca- ^^H 




^H 


Page 43, line 15. In cariagio 


In cariagio vj" tuntyglit die- ^^H 


c.xxv* tuntyght diclorum lapi- 


torum lapidum a quarrera us- ^^H 


dum a quarera usque aquam 


que aquam de Tadcastre, pec ^^^| 


de Tadcaatre, 40s. 


Bobcrtum Hardy, cap. iiijd. ^^| 




pro quolibet tuntyght. Sum- ^^^| 




ma ^^H 


Page 43, line 16. In cariagio 


Et in cariagio eorundem vj" ^^^| 


^L eorumdem lapidum per navem 


tuntyght lapidum per navem a ^^^| 


^1 a Tadcastre usque Ebor, 60s. 


Tadcastre usque Eborum per ^^| 


H 


Johannem Blackburn Ship- ^^| 


H 


man, cap. ^d. pro quolibet ^^^| 


H 


tuntyght, Ixs. ^^| 


H Page 43, line 17. In sleddyng 


Et in sleddyng eorundem lap- ^^^| 


^1 eorumdem unacum xl tuntyght 


idum unacum xl tuntyght de ^^H 


^1 de Bramham, iit patet postea, 


Bramham ut patet postea, ab ^^^| 


^H ah Usa usque cimilefium, 20s. 


Usa usque Cimiterium per ^^H 


■ 


Johannem Bell et socios suos. ^H 


^^h «' Thia ik'tii U ini-ori-tictly copied by tlio Scci'Ctuiy. ^^| 


^B t An uiTonc. 


ous sum total ^^H 



^f 13 ^^H 




cap. sjd. pro qiiolibet ttu^^^f 




tfght. xxxigs. viijd. ^^^^| 


■ Page 74, line SS. Soluti David 


Et in dcnariis solutis Dav^^^H 


^K Carver pro les carvyng nodo- 


Carver pro lez cturyng nod^^^^H 


H rum certorum, lis. id. 491. 


rum certorum ex convencio^^^^H 


^^^ 10«. SJrf.- 


facta in grosso, xvijs. i>ijd^^^| 




Et in regardo dato dco Davil^^H 




Carver ex njKintanea voluo^^^H 




tate et gru D'noruin xs. .^^H 


Page 75, line 17. Johanni 


EtJohanni Wildon de Brandei^^H 


Wildon de Brandeshy pro 


by pro cccc. iv". Thakburdi^^^H 


ccccc\ thakhurd, Hs. 6rf. 


precii c. iijs. viijd. Sum.'^^H 




^^H 


Page 76, line 15. Jokantii 


£t Johanni Polyngton de Eb^^H 


Polyngton de Ebor. pro J 


orum pro j Wave et di~ M^^^| 


vawe et dt. ac xzciij wysp 


xsviij wypp vilri, precii Wavi^^^H 


vitrt, 76«. 


xxxiijs. iiijd. et ultra in toU^^H 




cum cariagio Ixwjs. ^^| 


Page 77, line 14. Dieersis 


Et in Golucon fact" divern^^^^ 




personis pro necessariis «^^| 


picturam magni campanilia, 


picturam magni Campanili^^^^H 


viz. pro xxxj. c" lb. auri mal- 


viz., pro xxxj.c"". lib~ bui^^^| 


Uati, c. ad 6s 8*^., cum vectura 


malliate \l. vjs. viijd. c. ai(^^^| 


^sdem, duoliua cadi's de «e- 


vjs. viijd. cum vectura ejiu^^^^H 


mine lint flSs. 8d.J. 


dcm, ijs. duobus cadis OleJ^^H 




de semine lint, Ixxiijs. viijd^^^H 


xij lib. vertgreoB. 


xij lib. Vertgreas , . . , jxs. OdJ^^^| 


ij lb. blew ynde. 


ij lib. blew Ynde xijd.^^H 


ij lb. vermeyon. 


ij lib. Vermeyon. . . , iijs. iiijdi^^^| 


vj lb. plumbi rubet. 


vj lib. Phimbi rubei. . . . Tiijd.^^^ 


fresed leder. 


Fresed Lcdez ^J^^^^l 


ij'lb. ocor. 


ij lib. Occor yj^M^^H 


fatole. 


Fatole* xyjd^^H 


* Tkii amnunt it not aixouMedfor. 


t Used for gilding. ^^^| 


f This quantity is 


incorrectly copied. ^^^^| 
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Pago 85, line 3&. Johanni 
BuUok de TopcUf pro ccc et 
di. tabulis tarratis emptia 
apud stallagium Usa, cam 
cariagio ad cimilcrium, 43s. 



Page 85, line 36. Pro co lea 
waynacottet empHs apud Hull, 
pro lea shyppyng earumdem 
apud HuU, cum cariagio usque 
Ebor., 41. lOd. 



Et in denariis solutis Johanni 
Bullok de Topclif pro ccc*" 
et di' tabulis sarratU emptis 
apud Btallagium Use, c &d 
vijs. cum xijs. carriagio earan- 
dein a a tall agio usque cimite- 
riuin eeclesie Cath. Eborum, 
xltijs. 

Et pro cc"' lez waynscottes 
Ixxiijs. iiijd. emptis apud 
Hull, c ad xxx^B, viijd. pro 
lez shyppyng xd. eanindem 
apud Hull, carriagio yjs. ab 
Hull usque stallf^um Ebo- 
rum, et a. staltagio Ebomm 
usque cimiterium viijd. 
Clausi, iiij/. Os. xd. 

In a note at page 76, lie takes the benefit of a note at 
page 251 of my History of the Edifice, and remarks that 
the windows of the Large Tower are " still adorned with 
the cross keys, surrounded by wreaths, the handywork, in 
all probability, of Matthew Pety." I thought the entry 
on the Roll was worthy of special notice, he probably 
thought otherwise, judging by his meagre extract of it, 
as follows ; — 



Page 76, line 28. Dicio Matheo 
Pety pro'factura xxiiij les 
peynes de vitro, ultra 30s. 
tolutos eidem per dominum 
Decanum pro factura aliorum 
XX prynes, 2is. 



Et in denaiiis solutis dicto 
Matheo Pety pro factura xxiiij 
lez peynes de vitro ex conven- 
cione facta in grosso ultru xxs. 
— solutos cidem per dominum 
Dccanura pro factura aliorum 
xx" peyucs et ultra iiijs. dates 
per dictum dominum Deca- 
num ad picturam eorumdenij 
xxiiijfi. 



A 
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Connected with this entry, is the following notice) 
regarding the use which was sometimes made of Precdle, 
with the varied explanations of the same. 



Page 76, line 31. Willelmo 
Teele de Ebor. pro xl. paribus 
precuiakidm' de yalov) glas 
pro coloribuseorumdempci/nea, 

na. 

* Prbcolahia, UMd qf slaii-icork. 
Beaded wreath» mrrounding dt- 
vieei. Theat prteularia are still in 
BiiSTBKOB in the wintloiis of the 
lantern tower.— GIosb. 



Willelmo Teele de Eborum pro 
xl paribus frecdlarum* de 
yalow glas pro coloribus eor- 
iiadem peynes, xijd. 

* P&bPbsoola&hu, a pairof beads 
used for praying. Such beads 
are atiU in use in tlie Catholic 
Churcli. Baads were made of 
various mnteriolB. as of coral, a- 
gnte, calccdon, pomaunder, white 
amber, gold, silver, and yellow 
glass, of which latter material 90 
pairs of precularum were bought 
to lie used in making the paynes 
of yellow glass in the windows of 
the large tower. The Secretary 
saya that precularia (for precule) 
ara beaded wreaths surrounding 
devices, and that tliey ore itill in 
eaiilenoe in the windows of the 
lantern tower. If he would only 
take the trouble to inspect these 
windows, he would find that 
tliere is no such thing existing 
Bs beaded wreathe ; but there are 
several cross keys of richly 
stained yellow glass, surrounded 
by wreaths of laurel, made atao 
of yellow glass, and wrapped 
round with scrolls of white glass. 
This fact bears me out in my as- 
sertion, that the beads mention- 
ed in the Rolls, were used for 
colouiing the glass, as stated in 
the rolls "pro coloribve eorun- 
dem peynes," 
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Connected also witli tliese items is the name Pomauxdi 
of which I have shewn Beads were often made. 




I 



Uiium par fprecularum) del 
pomaunder* cum le gaudeys 
argenti deaurati. 



Page 224, line 21. U/mm par 
del POMADNDRK.' cum le i/au- 
dey» argenti deaurati. 

The subjoined contrast of entries will further ahew, very 
distinctly, the nature of the Secretary's anxiety and care, 
when he attempted to make the extracts or transcripts. 

Page 9, line 19. Et in xj.c Et in xj."" Turvis emptis pro 
turtii emplia pro xgne circa le igne circa le mold, xjs. 



mold, Wa. 
Page 19, line 23. Item cvi . . 

^L Page 23, line 13. Et in . . 

^^^ m.vj-c asaerum emptis de Jo- 

^^1 hanne Cyton. 

^1 Page 31, line I. De 112s. T^d. 

^^B de oblacionibus in feativalibus 

^B Natalia, Circumciaionis, Ep- 

^H ipJtanicB, Resurrectionia, et 

^^^ Aacenacionia Domini, et Hi/ 

^H fettia B. V. M. 

l 



Itm V 



; alie parve arboieB. 



£t in m.v." Asserum emptis de 
Johanne Cyton. 



De Oblacionibus in festivtbi- 
tibus Natalis, CircumeisioniB, 
Epiphanie Hesurrectionis et 
Ascenscionis Domini, et iiij 
testis be ate Marie Virginia neo- 
non Natalis Sancti Johannis 
Baptiste et omnium Sancto- 
rum per novam BuUam Jo- 
hannis xxiij. — csijs. vijjd. 
N, B. Mr. Raine Beems lo have had a docided objection, to give the 
me of the BlesHed Vii-gin Maiy in full ; as not only here, but 
throughout his entire work, he has geuerallj contented himself with. 



de 1 



)■ PoHAHDKa, pomma iaumbre, gsn- 
eraUy applied to batU containing 
perfame, Tcliieh were carried about 
Ihepenon. — Gloss, 



' FoHADNDBR, hard fruit Uuum 
par precuIaiTira del pomaunder, 
a string of beads formed of Uie 
hard fniit of a. foreign tree, which 
kind of beads arc yet iu oommoit 



J 
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tbe initials B. V. M. He has cbosen to give nil other wards and proper 
names of Stunts, kc, ia full, wlij- then should tlie name of the Blessed 
Virgin he an exception ? He should have remembered that the task 
assigned to him was to copy Catholic Documents ; and therefore, how- 
ever great his own prejudices might be, he should have copied them 
literaUy and faithfully, either in full (if he chose to adopt that plan 
throughout), or with the proper ahhroviations given in tlie Rolls. 

I will now give you a few specimens of entries, which 
he has combined or united, shewing thereby, that, although 
the amounts total attached to them are correct, neverthe- 
less, the entries are rendered imperfect, by liia omittiDg the 
individual amouDts. 

Page 84, line 30. In auro de 

novo ctmeo tunso ad idem 

opus ; et pro tunsione dicti 

atiri in Hj.m.di. c. et di. quart., 

43s. 
Page 85, line S. Francisco 

Forster pro cccc auri tunsi. 

Nicholas Vicars pro c di. auri 

tunsi., 36s. Sd. 



Et in euro de novo cuneo tunso 
atl idem opus xija. vjd. Et 
pro tunsione dicti auri in 
iij"". di." c et di," quart., xzxs. 
vjd. 

Et Francisco Forater pro cccc 
auri tunsi, xxi^s viijd, c ad 
vjs. viijd. Et Nicholas Vicars 
pro c di." auri tunsi, ixa. vjd. 



Again, he has sometimes taken the Uberty of rejecting, 
abridging, and disconnecting such entries, as he thought 
would not be of general interest, and this liberty is 
displayed, on comparison with the Fabric Compotuses, to 
be of enormous extent ; and on looking over his pages 
from 28 to 112, there are not less than 43 (" inter alia") 
instances of it in the 89 pages ; I will present you with a 
few instances where he has, in my opinion, exercised that 
liberty to the injury of historical knowledge. In the 
Conipotus ending November 1-471, we have entered: — 

Page 74, line 22. Soluti David Et in denariis solutis I>avid 
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Carver pro let rarvyng iwdo- 
rum certorum, 17«. Ad. 



Cairet pro lez carryng no^Jo- 
rum cenonim ex conrcncioDe 
facia in groaso xrijs. iiijd. Et 
in regardo dato diclo DsTid 
Carver ex spontanea vol on tate 
ct gracia Dominoruin, xs. Et 
in vadio David Carver oper- 
anli§ per xvij eeptimanas et r 
dies, ct di~ in septimana iijs. 
Summa liijs. ixd. 

The following is altogether omitted by the Secretary 
from the Roll for the year dated 1472. 

Et in vadio Willelmi Hjmdeley 
Gardiani logii Cementario- 
rum, dicto Roberto Spelesby e 
medio Bublato, officio magis- 
tratus cementari" vacante, 
operantia per xxiiij septima- 
nas, in aept. iijs. iiijd. Summa 
iiij/. Et in regardo dato su- 
pradicto Willelmo Hyndeley 
Gardiano ex gracia dictorum 
Dominorura xiijs. iiijd. 

In the Pentecost Chamberlain's Compotus, dated 1374, 
we have entries thua given ; — 



Page 127, line 12. In x* lb. 
certv pro coopertura torcheo- 
rum contra festum natalts 
Domini, 23«. 4rf. 



* Tliis iiuniiUly if 



Et in xl lb. cere emptis pro 
coopertura torcbeorum contra 
festivitatem Na talis Domini 
xxiiJB. iiijd. Et in xxxvj lb. 
Rosyn emptis pro eisdem vjs. 
Bicut per lb. ijd. 

X being only at that time 7(1. per lb. 
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Page 1S7, line 13. Tn Itchinis, Et in lichinis et omnibus alils 
etc., 2Q3. necessariis ac stipendiis oper- 

atorum ex conventione facta 
in grosso, Kxs. 

As for the large, and, as I think, interesting inventory 
of the stores belonging to the Fabric at the end of the 
year 1433, and their estimated value, they are rejected by 
hira altogether. For 1479, we have the following import- 
ant entry treated thus : — • 



Page 83, line 12. Hijndlo, 

MASTER, AND 12 OTHERS, IN- 
TER auoa, Jacobo Dam, car- 
ter, operanti per xiij sept. 
S9«. Et eidem pro intailyng 
clxxv crockeltes, lis. Id. 



Et in vadio Jacobi Dam Carver 
operantis per xiij septimanas 
in sBptimaiia iijs. — xxxixs. 
Et eidem pro Icz Intailyng 
viij".xv, Crocketts pro qiioli- 
bet jd, xiiijs, vijd. Et in 
vadio Willelmi Madiz cemen- 
tarii operantis ibidem per vij 
septimanas et iiij dies, in sep- 
timana iijs. — xxiijs. 

From the making of the great number of crockets, 
thus recorded, the writer states at page 83, that if tlie 
King screen was ready to bear them, it must have been 
finished before 1505. What the enormous weight of the 

t crockets was he does not hazard a guess, but it seems, 
according to his ideas, to have been very great, so as to 
endanger the stability of the screen. The screen, as it 
now stands, does not exhibit such enormous crockets, nor 
could they have been of any great size, as David the 

I carver, had only one penny for carving each ; that is, one 
Bixth part of a day's wages. 
After the entries of the carvers for the year 1478, he 
treats all future entries of them either with total neglect. 
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or with the greatest indifference. Thus, after an absence 
of Fabric Comiwtusea for six years, we have the Roll for 
1485, shewing tlic carvers more numerous, and actively at 
work. 



Page 88, line 7. Wm. Hyn- 

dle, MASTEIt, AND IL OTHERS. 

Summa 42/. 5s. lOd. — inter 
guos WiUelmo Busshell, entai- 
ler, facienti cczl crokittes, xx 
ad 16(/., et xxxij gargilles, u- 
num lea gargUl ad ISd., 50*. 
8rf.» 



Et in vadio Willclmi BuAhell, 
EiitaylGr,facientUccxl Crock- 
itts xx". ad xvjd., xvjs., et 
xxxij Gargilles, unum lez 
gargill ad sijd. — xxxija. Et 
in vadio David Dam Can-er 
operant i9 ibidem per duas 
septinitinaB, in septiniana iijs. 
— vjs. Et in vadio Johannis 
Huntly operantis ibidem per 
undecim septimanas et qua- 
tuor dies in septimana iijs. 
XXX vs. 

After another absence of Compotuses for a period of 
thirteen years, wo find entries relative to carvers again 
recorded. Thus, for the year 149S : — 
Page 89, line 39. Ten masons, 

among whom is John Fother- 

giU, intailcr, occur this year. 



Et 



For the year 1499, the 

the writer: — 




vadio Johannis Fodei^ll 
Intaler, operantis in fabrica 
per sex septimanas et tiea 
dies, in septimana iijs. — xixs. 
vjd. 

entry is omitted by 



Et 



vadio Johannis Fodergill 
Intaler operantis in fabrica 
per quinque septimanas et 
quinquo dies, in septimana 
iijs. — xvijs. vjd. 
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For the year 1504, we have entries thus given : — 

Et in vadio Robert! Intaler 
opcrantis in fabrlca per vj 



Page 9S, line 31. Boberl, the 
"intaler," and his servant, 
receive 11. I6s.* for six weeks' 
work. 



septimanas et iv dies, in s 
timanaiija. — xxs. Et in vadio 
. . Walter ton servientis dicto 
Intaler operanti in fabrica 
per \j septimanas et iiij dies 
in septimana ija. vjd. — xvjs. 
viijd. 

the writer omits the following 

Et in vadio Boberti Watterton 
intaler operantis in fabrica 
pet xiij septimanas, et iij 
dies, in septimana iijs. ivd. — 
xlivs. xjd. 

Tor the year 1515, ai-e the foUowing : — 

Et in vad" Itoberti Waterton 
Entailer operantis in fabrica 
per Tiij septimanas in septi- 
mana iijs. iiijd. — xxvjs, viijd. 
Et in vadio servientis predicto 
Roberto Waterton operanti 
in fabrica, per viij septimanas 
in septimana ijs. vjd, — xxs. 

I will produce a few specimens, where the writer has 
given the sums total, not in accordance with the amounts 
attached to the items recorded ; which, I imagine, from 
their inaccuracy, tend to obscure the general reader : — 
Page 38, line 6. Cdstus Fberi. In xix garUs calehis emplis 
* ThiB sum IB wwng. 



For the year 1501 
entry : — 



Page 96, line 41. RoU. Wi 
terton, "enteiler." 
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pro acuacione aecurtum crm^rttariorum de Roberto Feriby, 14«. 
\V>d. In xxiiij paribut ligaturarum ferri cum uncis, et v *toi- 
loh ab eodem empli», 10«. id. Summa 59s, 5rf. 

The sum total of these two items of expenditure when 
added together, is only 269. 2d., and not as represented 
by the Sccrdnry, SiJa. 3d., as will be easily perceived on 
the slightest examination. The same kind of extraordinary 
and inaccurate sura total, is observable in the following 
examples : — 

Page 41, line 35. Molendinum de Brotherton. In ex- 
pensis circa faciuram ereccionem et consummactonem uniut 
ponttg ibidem facti, 19/. 3s. \d. Infactura uniusfovece ibidem 
pro j molendino fluviali per dictum Thomam incepta juam 
Jtobertua Waterton fecit cessare, 25*. Summa 28/. 16«. 8rf. 
Page 43, line 13. Wkvum expensje. Et in Bcriptura com- 
mission' cum literit penitentiariorum et copiis pro fabriea, per 
annum, 14s. id. In iiij lagenis rft. olei emptis pro lampade 
ardente ante crucifixum in navi ecclesice, per annum As. Gd. 
In j ymagine Beates Maries empta cum factura tabemaculi 
sui et pictura ejusdem stantii super le parclos ante altare 
Sancti Stephani, 23s. Ad. Summa 110s. \d. 
Page 48, line 20. Expensje afud Bojiwith. Pro cc stoura 
pro dobacione super hylnhouse et alias locos, 4s. Pro virgia 
pro templis et tcetkis emptis, \C>d. Summa 37s. 9d. 
Page 50, line 9. Custdb calcis sabuli bt tegularom. In 
mercede Moherti Salmon cariantis cc" iitj sarcinas dicti calcia 
de diversis locis, lis. Hicardo Lymehirner de Tadcastre pro 
xxvj carectatis colds mm, 4/. 2s. id. Dicto Roberto pro carta- 
gio d.xl.ix sarcinarum sabuli 27s. 6d. In ix.m. thaktill emptis 
de eodem, 76s. Gd. In iiij doleis plastri emptis de Johanne 
Mody, 9s. 8d. Summa 111. Is. 5d. 
Page 52, line 29. Cdsths plastri et calcis et teqularum. 
In X} doleis plastri, 29s. \Qd. In m.m.m.m vii/.c waltHes 
emptis de Johanne Wkitckestre, 21s. \Q\d. In xxiy plaua- 
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traits calcis vivi emptis apud Tadcaster cum cariagio, 70«. 9(f. 
In vadio JRoberti Salmon cariantis cccxj saccos sabuli, 15s, 6rf. 
Summa 91. 3«. 
Page 80, line 3. Ccbttib Qukrrer^. Tkomts Langton pro 
cciiij plaustratis peirarum ah eo emptis, 41. 5s. In vadio Jo- 
Jiannis AUanson et aliorum scapulancium, etc., dictas plau- 
stratas il. 5s. Diversia hominibus dictas plauatratas carianti- 
bus a querrera de Huddleston usque staUaglum de Cawod, 
81. lOs. Summa Ml. 18s. 

Very many more instances of this erroneous kind of auni 
total occur in his work : not wishing however to load these 
pages with such examples, I shall content myself w^ith the 
few that I have given. I must now turn to notice greater 
blunders than these, into which the writer has fallen. 

For the year 1415, he gives the following as being the 
sums total of the receipts, expenditure, and remainder. 

£. s. d. 

Page 33, line 15. Summa totalis receptorum 615 6 1 
1, line 11, Summa totalis expensarum 629 6 5 



E6, line 13. Remanent supra 



£85 19 8 



This remainder appears most extraordinary, as he shews 
by it, that there waa the sum of £85 19s. 8d. remaining, 
after the expenses of the year were accounted for ; whereas, 
the true result of his figures, when properly laid down, 
shews that there was a debt contracted of £14 Os. 4d. 
Thus :— 

£.. s. d. 



Receipts 
Deficiency 



615 



1 
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Had he given proper atteution to the itcma of ia 
and exjwndittire, he would have found them thus, 
given in the Fabric Roll : — . 



HecciptB 
ExpcuscB 



£. 8. d. 
616 6 1 
529 6 5 



For the year 1421, ke gives the sum total of the" 
receipts £502 17s. Od., and of expenditure £401 18s. 7d., 
and gives aa the remainder £99 3s. 3d. ; whereas, the 
result of the items, properly treated, is £100 ISs. 5d., 
as in the Fabric Roll. The following is the contrast of 
results : — 



SuiiTEES Printed Coi'y. 



£. s. d. 
302 17 



Page 42, Hoe 27. 
Receipts . . . 
Page 46, line 9. 

Expensen. . . 401 18 



Page 46, line 10. 
Remainder 



Original Roll. 



Heceipts . 
Expenses 



£. ,. d.' 
502 17 J 
401 18 T I 



f 100 18 5t 



And again, for the year 1469, he gives the sum total of 
receipts £201 48. 2Jd., and expenditure £385 Os. 7id., 
and declares the remainder to be £20 Ss. 7d. ; whereaa, it 
ought to be £26 3s. 7d., as in the Roll. 



* See Browne's Uistory, p. 210. f Ibid., p. 220. 



i 



Page 7g, line 4. 

SeceiptB . . 
Page 74, line 4. 

Expenses . . 
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261 4 2i ReceiptH . . 
Expenses . 
235 7! 


. 261 
. 236 


26 

». d. 
4 2} 
7J 


Et sic remanent 


iE20 3 7 


£26 


3 7> 



The following items seem still to continue the same 
obscurity -. — 

Page 26, line 11. Infractura In firactura cxij fothcr lapidum 

cxij father lapidumper Johan- per Johannem Clerk, quarior, 

nem Clerk, guarior, pro qua- pro qualibet fother 6id, — iij/. 

Ubet /other, 6Jrf., 71s. Qd. Os. viijd. 
N. B. 112 fothers of stone, at Q^A. per fotlier, = £3 Os. 8d. 

Page 26, line 14. In cariagto In cartagio ccc.sv fothers lapi- 

cccxo fothers lapidum per ca~ dum per carectas a quarera 

rectus a quarera usque Wele- usque Weleland, pro qualibet 

land, pro qualibet fother \Qd., fotlier xd. — xiij/. ijs, vjd. 
15/. 12s. &d. 
N. B. 315 fothers of stone, at lOd. per fother, = £13 2s. 6d. 

Page 26, line 16. In cartagio In cariagio clxxxiiij fothers 

clxxxiiij fothers lapidutn a lapidum a Weleland usque 

Weleland usque Ebor. per Eborum, per navem per Jo- 

navem per Johannem Webster, hannem Webster, cap. 7Jd. 

cap. l\d. pro qualibet father, pro qualibet fother. — v/. iVB, 

%l. la. Gd. Od. 

N.B. ISifotbersofstonc, at 7id. per fother, £5 16s. Od. 

Page 10, line 2. Et in tnJCtj Et in mil xij lb. de ere et 

lb, de ere et stagno emptis de stagno emptis de Jobanne de 

Johanne do Kirkham dando Kirkbam daudo pro c. xxvjs. 

pro c. 26s. 8d., 191. 9s. Hd. viijd. — xiij/. ixs. viijd. 

Page 18, line 25. Mv, c. it/* Item . .ra.vj'. iij quartron vitri 

* Browne's History, p. 240, 
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quartron fprecix del c. 2~s.J 

citri albi emptt pro magnia 
fenestrit novi chori, precii 

181. 8s. 6d. 
Page 37, line 85. In ix" chau- 

dre carbonum marinorum,^bs. 



Page 43, line 15. In cariagio 
c^xb' iuntyght diclorumlapi- 
dtim a quarera usque aquam 
de Tadcastre, 40*. 

Page 53, line 5. In lij' quer- 
ctibus e?>iptts ibidem ilb. 5s. 



Page 74, line SS. In vadits 
Johannis Skymyn sarrantis 
xxv rodas et cxx pedes. 63s. 
id. 

Page 75, line 17. Johanni 
WUdon de Brandeshy pro 
ccccc* thakburd 17s. Gd. 



albi cmpti pro magnig fm 
tris novi chori, precii del c 
xxiJB., precii xviij/. viija. vjd. 



Et in X chaudre carbon' 
nonim emptia de Will* 
Lemyng, precii le chaudre, 
iiijs. ^■jd. — xlvs. 

In cariagio vj" tuntyght dic- 
tonim lapidum a quarera us- 
que aquam de Tadcastre per 
Robertum Hardy, cap. iiijd. 
pro qualibet tuntyght, xls. 

Et in T".ij querculis emptis 
ibidem s"c!t~ ad opus predicts 
fab rice, precii cujuslibet peci, 
xd. — iiij/. vs. 

Et in vadiis Johannis Skytnyn 
sarrantis xxv rodas et vj' 
pedes, rod ad ijs. yjd, — Ix" 
iijd. 

Et Johanni Wildon de Bi 
desby pro cccoiv" Thakbui 
precii c. iijs. viijd. — ^ivijs. ivd. 









ON DATES. J 

Regarding the dates which I have in my History assignll 
ed to some of the Compotuses belonging to the Fabric, I 
piust observe, that the author of the "Fabric Rolls" 
aeems to have desired that they should meet with a direct 
contradiction, or at least be treated with much uBcer- 
tainty, and he contents himself with the oft repeated form,:— 



inlilicB mnrl(«d thus (*) are incorrect. 
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"deest capct rotuli." Thus, the Compotus which I 
have given at page 168 as having been made up to the 
3rd of January 1371, as the Eiccounts for the preceding 
twelve months, he says belongs to the year 1371, and that 
I have assigned it to the year 1370. Now, Mr, President, 
he undoubtedly knew that I have not assigned it to that 
year, but that I have given it as embracing the expenditure 
for the whole of the last three months of the year 1370, 
and only of about nine months of the year 1371 ; and that 
in the portion of accounts for 1370, the following items 
are correctly entered, viz. ■ — "Paid 3s. 4d. for writing the 
new ordinance for the Masons, and the Indenture of John 
Plommer,"* which indenture was made on the 3rd day 
of January, 1370 ; and he cannot truthfully deny the 
Compotus having been made up to the 3rd day of January 
in the year of Incarnation 1371. t 

The Roll of Fabric Accounts which I give as having 
been made up to the 7th day of January, 1399, he, at 
page 13, assigns as the expenditure q/'lSUO ; and at page 
17 he says, that on the back of the Roll there is a list of 
stores, which were m the custody of the keeper of the 
Fabric at the close of the year 1399, Now the Roll con- 
tains accounts belonging to a portion of the year 1398, as 

* Fabric RoUb, pp. 10, 184. Regist. G. a., fol. 07, b, 
t None of the Compotusea or Rolls of the Fabric Accounts have 
been found to be made up to the 24th of March, the uauo) terminal of 

the year (of the Incarnation), nor to n certain day nor month. But they 
Hcem to have benn produced at the convenience or the will of Qia 
keeper of the Fabric; they are found of vitried months, an November, 
December, and January, and of varied datca in tiie laonthB. Coned- 
quently, each Oompotus was considered an annual Account, containing 
a portion of two years, and of quantity dependant on tlie date of 
presentation, and scarcely one of thetn can be said to belong strictly to 
one determined revolution of time. 
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well as to a portion of the year 1399, and the list of stores 

ia headed thus, " gtemorimlram sfnuri Jf.ibrire pertm- 
tni~ snpcr Compofum fai] bie ^iinunrii ^nno gonrira 
m-ccr.*"" noiiugtsinto it"." And we know not how the 
stores were increased or dtmioished at the completioa of 
the year 1399.* 

The Compotus of Mr. Thomas Esphani, which I have 
given at page 231 of my History, aa dated December 
the 4th, 1433, Mr. Raine declares, in a note at the foot 
of page 48, to be undated : although, he says, it may 
possibly belong to 1432, and heads it from the 24th 
Dec, 1432, usque eundem diem, anno revoluto." He 
further says that the Roll contains little information of 
interest except a mention of the work on the bell-tower. 
With regard to the information given in the Roll, I must 
really differ with liim as to its interest and importance. 
In the Roll there is mention of the commencement of the 
bell-tower, and the laying down of the first stone thereof, 
at which laying of the first stone, the masons were treated 
with bread, beer, and flesh meat. The words in the Roll 
containing this important information run thus. (The 
Secretary has not given them.) 

" Et in expens" computantis et cementariorum primo die 
poaicionia lapidis super Campanile ut in pane cirvisiis, et 
carnibus omnibus computatis in denariis xviij^d." 

The Compotus presented by Master William Ward, 
dated 7th January 1475, as the Accounts for the past 
twelve months, is at page 79 of the " Fabric Rolls" headed 
by the Secretary with the usual form of apology for his 
ignorance " oeest caput rotuli," and he states that the 

* In Bi'owne's HiBtory of the Edifice, pp. IDP. lOB, a. copy of the 
items recoiileil is giveu. 
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Compotua may be fairly assigned to the year 1473. Un- 
fortunately for his statement, the Roll itself is headed, or 
at least was headed when last I saw it, " ^aintus Com- 
^atus ^omini Silillelim SSiirtr ©ustobts J^abria facta 
in (itjriistmo ©pip^anie gonum, ^iiixo iOomiui inillistmo, 
cct'c.'"''l« q»mt0." 

The liberty of changing dates seems with my assailant 
to have had no restriction ; for he has invented a twentieth 
day of the Kalends for the month August.* He has made a 
document one hundred years older than it is. f He has 
given the day of a month as the day of a year. % He has 
disregarded the number of a year ; ^ the month of a 
year ; || and the day of a month ; f and in several instances 
gives neither dates, nor reference to the pages in the 
Registers.** 

Other specimens of altered years, and of days of 
months I could present to your notice, but it would not 
be worth my while, as he seems to think that he does no 
harm by taking the liberty of altering the dates, whether 
given by me, or found in the documents. 

■X Xlie Indulgence of Walter Gre^ is dated at p. I&O, Uie xx kl. of 
August, instead of tbe xt. 

f The Indulgence of Henry Bowet is at p. 108 dated m.ccc octavo, 
inatead of h.ccoo octavo, 

I Fabric Rolls, p. 36, where the year is dated aa die M.ccoo.Kviij 
usque die M.ooco.xis, inatend of aa die Dteerabrii K.ccoo.xviy. 

§ Page XV shewB that Tliorusby died in 1372, instead of 1373. 

II Document xxiij is dated July, instead of June. 

f Document xli ia dated the IBth August, instead of the lOth, 

«* The Sui-tees ■' Tastamenta Eboraoensia, " Vol.11., contains aS2 

transcripts of wills, but not one reference ia given to the Registers trom 

whioh tbe extracta have been made by Mr, Baine." 
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ON CHANTRIES. 

AmongBt the inaccuracies which I have to notice, I must 
not omit to mention the list of Chantries which is given 
by the Secretary as being within the Cathedral Church of 
York. Moat of them are given without the month or the 
day of the month on which they were respectively founded ; 
information which he could easily have given by examining 
the Registers. The following examples show how Altars 
and Chantries are treated in bis work. 

The Altar of St. Andrew and St. Cuthbert, is given as 
two altarSj whereas it was but one ; and duties were per- 
formed at it for John le Remain, archdeacon. Wall 
Skyrlaw Bishop, and John Bermynghara, formerly 
surer for the Church. * 

Again, the Altar of St James and St. Katherine, in tl 
Crypts, is treated as two altars, whereas it was only one 
for although services were ordained about 1285 for tl 
benefit of Gilbert de Sarum, formerly sub-dean of th** 
Church, at the Altar of St. Katherine, nevertheless the 
same services arc found to have been regularly performed 
at the Altar under the united patronage of St. Katherine 
and St. James,t and at this Altar were also performed 
duties for the souls of Nicholas de Hugate, and Thomas de 
Neville. I 

At the Altar of the Holy Innocents, Nos. I, and III. ar<t; 
treated as two distinct chantries, whereas they were bi 




« Begisi Qi. fola. 8, 2, 128, b. f Re^st. Xb, fols. 61, 66. 

* RegisC. Xa, fols. 416, 42. — A more accurate knowledge 
ousUiina of tbo Catholic Clim-ch would have avoided these and other 
impurlBut orroi's found tliroughuiit his work. 
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one; — the foundation ia thus recorded, a. d. 1354. Feb. 
lat. William de Feriby, Canon of York, founded one per- 
petual chantry of two Chaplains, in the Cathedral Church 
of St. Peter of York, at the Altar of the Holy Innocents, 
for the souls of Edward of Carnervon, lately King of 
England, William de Melton, late Arehbishop of York, 
the souls of his Ancestors, the good estate of the said 
WiUiara de Feriby whilst Uving, and for his soul after 
death, for the souls of William and Robert de Pyckeryng, 
fonnerly Deans of the Church, and for the souls of all the 
faithful departed,* 

The Altar of SS. Petronilla and Cecilia, ia given as 
the Altar of St. Cecilia only. To this altar was affixed 
Jordan's Chantry. Regarding this altar, he states at page 
279 that it " was founded in very remote times, for the 
soul of Jordan, a canon of York. — In 1370, every record 
of its foundation being lost, the Chapter made another 
ordination of the chantry which was to be erected de novo. 
Up to this time it was dedicated to SS. Agnes, Cecilia, 
and Petronilla, henceforward it was under the patronage 
of St. Cecily alone " ; and at p. 124, he gives the foUow- 
ing singular statement: "All record of the foundation of 
this chantry has been lost. Even in the fourteenth cen- 
tury this had been forgotten, and no notice of Jordan has 
ever occurred to me." 

On the elevation of Dean Sewall de Bovile to the Arch- 
bishopric of York in 12BG, Jordan, Cardinal of St. Ens- 
tachio, had the Deanery of York bestowed upon him by 
Pope Alexander IV., and he was duly installed ; but shortly 
after, he resigned the Deanery, and retired with an annual 

* Begiat. T ft, f»)I. 66 ; Xa, fol. 30. 
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pension of one hundred marks. In 1370, the income 
from five houses in Stonegate was deemed sufficient to 
sustain a perpetual Chantry for the repose of his soul. 
Accordingly, on the 4th day of April, at the request of 
Richard Letteby, Chaplain, it was ordained that in the 
said Church of York, there be a certain perpetual Chantry, 
witli a Chaplain for the same, to celebrate for ever for the 
soul of the said Jordan, and for the Canons of the said 
Church, and for all the faithful departed,* ITie duties of 
the Chaplain were not assigned to any special altar, but 
left to be named by the Chapter, which very soon named 
one near the feretrum of St. William; — and between the 
years 1409 — 1427, the chantry was at the altar of SS. 
Petronilla and CeciUa,t and in 1483 the altar was "ex 
parte auatrali feret" Sci" Willi"" under the same united 
patronage, and under which it continued. 

At page 294, he notices (the Chantry of) " St. Mart 
THE Virgin," with the following extraordinary assertions : 
" The most distinguished chantry in the minster. It was 
originally in the crypts, but it was, I believe, altogether 
transferred to the central compartment of the presbytery, 
right under the east window." 

"There is no record of the original foundation. In 
1364, it was founded de novo, and endowed with lOOs. 
per ann., out of the church of Kirkby Overblows, for the 
soul of Henry de Percy. Archbishop Thoresby had also 
an interest in it, so much so that the chantry was called 
Thoresby Percy, or singly, Thoresby : and service was 
performed there daily "cum nota et organia." Here is a 
Chantry with its altar removed from its ordained place to 



* Begiat, Tc, fol, 7T. 



t Regiat. X 6, fol. I 
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another, ami then founded " cie novo," and newly endowed. 
These assertions are fallacious in the extreme a8 will be 
ftiUy and clearly shown later on, when treating on the sub- 
ject of this Chantry. 

But perhaps, Mr. President, I have now given quite 
sufBcient instances, and naore than sufficient to exhibit the 
zeal and anxiety which the Secretary has shown, to give to 
the Surtees Society, faithful copies of the Fabric rolls of 
York Minster ; and to the public a book, which will 
supply the "meagre" and inaccurate extracts, which are 
alleged to be in my History (although none such have 
been proved by him). I could give you many more in- 
stances even from the few extracts made by myself about 
twenty-five years ago, and Mr. Raine is perfectly well 
aware that the annual Compotuses would afford me addi- 
tional matter to an enormous extent. 

But, probably, my labours hitherto may be considered 
by him to be of no importance, as he claims the liberty 
of rejecting whatever he pleases ; of treating the entries 
as he pleases ; of giving his collated matter in the words 
and language he pleases ; and of giving what title he 
pleases to his labours. All this may be perfectly correct, 
if the Surtees Society and the pubhc will support such 
freedom in literary collations, and sanction such imposingly 
entitled publications. But it might be well to remind the 
Secretary that his labours, in this instance, have been 
published, according to the words in bis preface, for the 
special purpose of supplying the " meagre" and inaccurate 
extracts said to exist in my History of the Edifice, and not 
for general hght and ephemeral information ; and therefore, 
it should have been his first endeavour to point out the 
inaccuracies whicli he asserts I have made, and then to 
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have ensured for the public and the Society a strictly cor- 
rect copy of the Rolls, so that the correctness thereof could 
not be questioned. 

Having made the preceding few remarks on the Secre- 
tary's Fabric Kolls, I now must turn for a moment to bis 
illustrative documents ; which consist of Charters, Grants, 
Indentures, Indulgences, Pensions, Acts of Chapters, Bulls, 
&c. &c., and as these are generally entire and individual 
in their nature, we ought to find them at least, given faith- 
fully as found in the Registers. But this is not the case. 
I have already given several instances where words have 
been either misunderstood or misquoted, and I could very 
much enlarge the number ; for I have scarcely found one 
of the documents perfectly and faithfully given, some have 
been even materially injured by the omission of parts. I 
will content myself with noticing the following few addi- 
tional instances of Mr. Raine's meagre extracts and erro- 
neous transcripts, commencing with his preface. 

ILLUSTRATIVE DOCUMENTS. 
At page xi of the Secretary's preface he states that 
William Greenfield gave, among other donations, the muni- 
ficent sum of 500 marks to the Church, and in a note on 
tlic same page he states that " the gift is recorded in MS. 
Cotton, Claudius B. III." but gives not the folio where it 
is to be found. I myself carefully examined the MS. Bib, 
Cotton. Claud. B. III., and could not find any memoran- 
dum at all of any such liberal donation from Archbishop 
Greenfield. At folio 198, I found a memorandum to the 
effect that Archbishop Melton gave to the fabric of the 
Church 500 marks. The Secretary also states that the 
following donations to the fabric are recorded in the regis- 
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^B tcr of Archbishop Greenfield. 


The dates, as they stand ^^^| 


^H in his note, are perfectly unintelligible, and the extracts ^^^| 


^H nuBerably meagre, and without any references, (which for ^^^| 


^H a valuable work ought not to 


be omitted.) I will contrast ■ 


^H the items in hia note with transcripts by myself. |j 


^1 Sdrtees Printed Copy. 


Original Documents. ^^H 


H Page xi, line 37. Ukal.Sept 


Willelmus etc., dilecto flHa, ^^| 


^B 7. Libera Wilhlmo de Lange- 


domino Willelmo de Wyn- ^^H 


^1 tofi, custodi fabrics, 100 


tringham salutem, graciam ^^^H 


^B marcas, quas CapUulo nostra 


et bencdictionem. Libera, ^^H 


^H l^or. promt'simus et concessi- 


domino Willelmo de Longe- ^^^f 


^H mus graciose. 


tofts custodi fabrice ecclesie ^^^| 


^H 


nostre Ebonim centum mat- ^^H 


^K 


cas sterling', quas Capitulo ^^H 


^^■^ 


nostro Eborum pro fabiica ^^^f 


^^^^^^^_^ 


dicte nostre ecclesie promissi- ^^^f 


^^^^^^^^^^H 


mus Gt concGssimus graciose. ^^^| 


^^^PHHH^K. 


Vale Dat. Apud Eborum xij ^^| 


^^^^^^ ' ■ 


kal. Septembris. Pont' nos- ^^^| 


^B 


tri anno septimo. * ^^^H 


^B Page xi, line 29. "IkalJunii 


W. etc., dilecto filio, domino ^^^H 


^H anno 9. Libera custodibus 


Eogero ^c Tbomtonn recep- ^^^| 


^H fabricfs eccl. nostra B. Petri 


tori nostro Eborum, salutem, ^^^| 


^H Ebor. 50 rnarcas quas eidem 


graciam et benedictionem. ^^^| 


^H fabric<s donacimus de gracia 


Libera custodibus fabrice ec- ^^^H 




clesie nostre beati Petri Ebo- ^^^| 


^H 


rum, quiuquaginta marcas, ^^H 


^H 


quas eidem fabrice donavimus ^^H 


^L 


de nostra gracia specialt. ^^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^v 


Vale. Dat. apud Cawode. vij ^^H 


^^^^^^k 


kal. Junii. Pont, nostri anno ^^^| 

* Qreenfteld'a Regiat., pais ij M., ^^^H 


^^^^^B 




ISB ^^1 


^^^ 


f 196 ^^^^^H 
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Page xi, line 31. "28 May 10. 
JAiera custodi fabricm pro 
celeriori promocione operia in 
instaitti estate quinquagtnta 
marcas. " 



Dilecto 
de Tliorntonn Beceptori ngs- 
tro Eborum salutem, graci- 
am, et beDcdictionem. Libera 
Custodi fabrice ecclesie nostre 
Eborum, pro celeriori promo- 
cione operis in ins tan ti CEtate, 
qiiinquaginta marcas, in pre- 
cencia Canonicorum nunc 
ibidem exiBlencium facta in- 
ter te et dictum Custodem 
de liberacionc dicte peeunie 
pro tuo Compoto indentura. 
Val. Dat. apud Shelford xxviij 
die mensia Maii. Font, nostri 
anno decimo.* 
At pages xi, xii, the Secretary states, that Archbishop 
Melton was a most generous benefactor to the Minster, 
and that he gave 500 marks to further the progress of the 
works, but cites no authority for the statement. I will 
endeavour to supply his deficiencies by showing what stuns 
the Archbishop on the 7th of the ides of June ordered to 
be paid, and by giving the authority for the extracts. 

Page xii, line 11. 7 Id., June, 
1338, magistro Thomw Samp- 
son et domino Nicholao de 
Mugaie, canonicis Ebor., 500 
marcas ad opus fahriceo. 



v., etc., delecto filio domino 
Willelmo de WyrkoBWorth 
Rcceptori nostro Eborum, 
salutem, graciam et benedic- 
tionem. Quia qiungencas 
marcas ad fabricam ecclesic 
nostre beati Petri Eborum, 
dedimus graciose vobis man- 
damus quatinus magistro 



''■ Greenfield's Itegist. pars 



i fol. 
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Thome Sampson et domino 
Kicholao de Hug ate canoni- 
cis dicle ecclesic nostre beati 
Petri Ebonim, vJsis presenti- 
bu8 ad inetans festum Sancti 
Barnabe Apostoli centum 
libras sterliiigonim et ad fes- 
turn Sancli Michaelis extunc 
proxime Bequena Centum 
libras, et ad festum purifica- 
cionia beatc Marie extunc 
proxime sequens duceutas 
marcas per iiidenturae inter 
VOB ipsos itide factas integre 
liberetis. Et dictarum sum- 
marum Uberacio" vobia per 08- 
tens" precencium ct dictarum 
mdenturarum super vestro 
compoto volumus allocari. 
Valetc, Dat. apud Cawode vij 
IduB Junii anno domini m". 
ccc"°. xxxviij. Et Pont, nostri 
xxj.' 

* Melton's KegiHtur, fol, 03 6.— In 
the MS. (Bib. Cotton. Claua,, D. 
in, f. 198,) there is a momoren- 
dum staling tliat Archbiehop 

Molton gave M)0 mu-oa tu the 
fabric in tho year I39H; but in 
tbc Monnsticon, vol. Ill, p. 103, 
is en entry, " t'x registro Dtbrioe 
EcolcBia beali Petri Eborum," 
that Arohbiahop Melton gave to 
the fabric 600 marcs of silver. 
The entry in Melton's Registcr 
is no doubt the eorrect one, and 
would be admitted in cases nt Imv, 
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At page xii, the Secretary states, that the great West 
window was filled with glass at the expense of Archbishop 
Melton, who gave 100 marks for that purpose. In con- 
firmation of his statement he transcribes the Docmuent , 
thus, and gives no reference to the foho. 



Page xii, line 14. 2 Non., 
Feb., magistro Thomo) Samp- 
son, vel Thomts de Ludham 
custodi fabrics eccl. B. Petri 
Ebor., 100 marcas pro opere 
vitreo fenestree ex oapite occi- 
dentali eccl. efusdem de novo 
conatruct(B. 



Memorandum quod sub dat" 
apud Cawode ij Non. Feb., 
a" domini m". ccc"". xxxviij. 
Scrip" fuit Eeceptori nostro 
Eborum ad liberand. ■^magistro 
Thome Sampson, vol domino 
Thome de Ludham custodi 
fabrice ecclesie nostre beati 
Petri Ebomm Centum marcaa 
sterliog" pro opere vitreo fe- 
nestre ex capite occidentali 
ecclesie predicte de novo con- 
structo pro indent" inter ipm" 
et eoB inde fact".* 



At page xiii, Une 13, he states that " John Pety (Glaf 
stainer and Glazier) died in 1680, being at that time Lord 1 
Mayor of York." Now, as Pcty's name is much connected | 
with the stained glass windows of York Minster, and as 
the time of his death may be of some importance to 
historians, I may perhaps be allowed to correct Mr. Raine's 
statement. Pety certainly died whilst holding the office a 
of Lord Mayor of York, but his death occurred in 1508 1 
and not in 1580. My authority for the assertion is the 
inscription which, according to Drake, was inscribed on 
one of the windows in the South Transept of the Cathedral : 



s llegiBtor. ful, 04 a 



1.LUSTRATIVE DOCUMENTS. 



39 



" (Sratt pro animn ^obairms ^etg, ^lasiarit, tt 

pajoris €hot., qui obiit 12 gobfm" 150S."* 

At page XV, the Secretary states, that Archbishop 
Thoresby placed the bones of several of his predecessors 
under monuments, which were made for them at his ex- 
pense, and he refers to a note for his authority, which, is 
as usual, only very meagre, and without any reference. I 
will give a copy of the original document, and also of two 
others which have been similarly treated by the writer. 

Page XV, line 29. 1368 — 9,13 Salutem graciam et bonedic- 

Feb., magistro Roberto de tionem. Liboretis magistio 

Patrington, magistro cement- Roberto de Patryngton mag- 

ariofahricfB chori eccl. noslree istro Cemcntario fubrice novi 



Ebor. Super opere sex lapidum 
marmoreorum pro tumulis 
predecessoram nostrorum pa- 
randis de quihua secum con- 
venimus 10/. 



chori ecclesie nostre Eboruni 
super opere sex lapidum mar- 
moreorum pro tumbis prede- 
cessoTum nostromm parand" 
de quibus aecum convBDimus 
decern li" dc illia centum li- 
bris dicte fabrice in festo Pas- 
che proximo futuro per nos 
solvendis ita tn~ quod dictaa 
decern li~eidem Roberto nunc 
solvcnd", in solucoe predica- 
rum centum li" faciatis veatro 
periculo defalcari. Recipien- 
tes ad presens unum memo- 
randum a dicto magistro Ro- 
berto Boluc" dictarum decern 
li~ testificana ; per quam et 
ostension" presentium vobia 
easdem decern U~ facicmus 

« Drake's Eboraoum, fol. 62B. — The Secretary gives extraoU from 
Petj's will, but gives no suthority. 
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Page XV, line 32. 1369, S3 
Aug., eidem 10 marcas in 
partem solucionis 40l.prajac- 
tura quorundam lapidam mar- 



super compoto vestro debite 
allocari. Val. Script" apud 
Thorpe juxta Eborum xviij 
die Feb., A. D. millio ccc"". 
Ixviij.* 

Med~ quod sub dat" apud 
Thorp juxta Eborum, viz., 
xxiij die Augusti anno Domini 
milliu ccc.lxix". scrtptum fuit 
Magistro Nicholas de Alta 
Pipa clorico Reccptori Ebo- 
rum ad liberand", Magistro 
Roberto dc Patryngton mason 
X marcas in parte solucioiiis 
xl li~ pro factura quorundam 
Lapidum marmoreorum, per 
una acquitant" dictam pecu- 
niam testificant" t 

Mcd~ quod apud Thorp juxta 
Eborum, xij die mensis Junii 
Anno Domini milUo ccc'"°. 
Ixxiij" scriptum fuit Recep- 
tori Eborum, ad Uberand" 
Magistro Roberto de Patryng- 
ton cementario centum soh- 
do8 argenti pro opere tumba- 
rum dm~ per unum memo- 
randum inter eosdem inde 
faciend". J 

At page xxiv, tlie Secretary gives a note, consisting of 
a short extract from the Ordination of the Church of 
Kyrkeby Orblowers, and of the Chantry for Lord Henry 

_ * Thoresby'a RegisteJ-, foL 835 a. 

t Thoi-esby'd'Register, fol. 326 6. 
; Ibid. foL 337. 



Page XV, line 33. 1373, 12 
June, eidem 100s. argenti pro 
opere iumbarum. 



ILLUSTRATIVE DOCUMENTS. 



41 



de Percy, &c., but without any reference. The Ordination 
is in the Register T b, or Doomsday Book, fol. 59, also at 
page 1199, vol. vi, partiii, of Dugdale'sMonasticon Angli- 
canum. 

At page xiii, he gives what seems to be a perfect extract 
from the will of Agnea de Holme, widow of Robert de 
Holme, of Burton, in Lonesdale, but gives, as usual, no 
reference for his authority. I will contrast his extract with 
one made by myself. The wiU is dated 11th of October, 
1361, and by it she gives 100s., argent, to the fabric of 
the Church of York. She also wills, thus : — 



" Item, lego nove fabrice chori 
ecclesie Cath" beati Petri 
Eborum tantam peciiuiam de 

bonis meis levand" pro quanta 
unus homo competens conau- 
everit et poterit conduci ad 
peregrinandum pro uno alio 
bomiiie ad sanctum Jacobum 
Apostolum ad constructionem 
unius fenestre vitree, et volo 
quod in uno luminari dicte 
fenestre vitree ponatur ymago 
Sancti Jacobi Apostoli, et in 
alio luminari ejusdem ymago 
Sancte Katherine yirginia."" 

At page 142 of the Secretary's work, occurs the illus- 
trative document, No. III. It is from MSS. Cotton. Clau- 
dius, B. III., 78 a, and to be found in the Magnum Album, 
par. ii, fol. 92, also in DugdaJe's Monasticon, vol. vi, par. 
iii., No. Ixxviii, p. 1190. It is the grant of William de 

• Register B y, fol. 32 6. 



Page xiii, line 3. " Lego novcs 
fahricee chori tantam pecuni- 
am pro quanta unus homo 
poterit conduct ad peregrin- 
andum pro uno alio homine 
ad S. Jacobum Apostolum ad 
conslructionem unius fenestree 
vitretB, et volo quod in uno lu- 
minari dicta fenestrte ponatur 
ymago S, Jacobi Apostoli, et 
in alio luminari ejusdem ymago 
S, Katharina pirginis." 
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Ut intercedat pro nobis ad 
Dominum Bcatus Petrus da,- 
viger regni celorum. 



Percy, of the Church of Topcliflfe, to the Fabric of the 

Church of York. On comparing Mr. Raine's transcript 

with the MSS. quoted, I find the followiug differences and 

inaccuracies in words : 

Page 143, line 15. Domini Domini R. Archiepiscopi. 
Arohiepiscopi, 

Page 143, line 15. Ut inter- 
cedat pro nobis ad dominum 
Seatum Petrum claBtgerum 
regni celorum. 

Page 143, line 21. Adam Adam clerico de Toraeverft. 
clerico de Tomeuia. 

At page 145, is the commencement of his document, 
No. IV,, which he says, is an Indulgence, granted by 
Pope Alexander III., in 11G6 ; and that I am in error in 
assigning it to Alexander the IV. in 1260.* If I am in 
error, the Index of the " Magnum Album" has misled me : 
for tlierein the document is referred to as I have given it, 
although at the page referred to by the Index, the Bull is 
noticed nearly as he gives it. Here is the difference in 
the heading, and an inaccuracy occurring in Mr. Raine's 
copy of the document, 

* Pope Innocent the Fourth, Alexander the Fourth's predecesHor, 
by a Bulla, grnnted an Indulgence of one year and three forty days to 
all those persons wlio visited the Church of Weetminster on the feast 
of St, Edward, its patron Saint. " {Bulla Innocencii p'pe iiii" . de Indul- 
gencia Ecche" Westm" concesaa," Rolls Office, Stapletonsis Kakadar, iv, 
p. 1 1, No. 4.) And Alexander tlie Fourth, by a Bulla, conferred the 
additional favour for the feast uf St. Edward, " de camibus comedendia 
in festia hi" Edwardi, si accederint p" dies Sabbati pro liegc Hen" tercia 
COnvivis auia." (Ibid., No. 3.) And Innocent's grant to Westminster, 
■very probably, induced Alexander, by a Bulla, to grant to all individuals 
who visited the Cathedral Church of York, on the feasts of its patron 
Saints, and other feasts which he particularly specifies, one hundi-ed 
days' relaxation from penosoe enjoined. 
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Page 145, Une 22. Litera 


Bulla Alexandri iiij de Centum ^^^| 


papalis super centum diebua 


diebus indulgencie accedenti- ^^^H 


concesxis accendentibus devote 


bus ad Ecclesiam. parte ij, fol. ^^H 


ad Ecclesiam Ebor. in festis 


86 (Index to the Magnum ■ 


ejusdem fMSS. Cotton. Clau- 


Album). 1 


dius, B. Ill, 72 bj. 


1 


Page 145, line 28. Beatam 


Beatam coronat aciem. ' 


coronat acies. 




The following errors are found in documents, Nos. VIII, ^^| 


X, and XV, 


^H 


Page 150, line 12. Datum 


Datum apud Sireburn xn kal ^^M 


apud Sireburn xx hal Augusii 


August! Anno xj. ^^^H 


Anno xi. 


^^H 


Page 158, line 30, Ebor. 


Ebomm.* ^^H 


Page 158, line 34. Per octos 


Per octo dies festivitates ipsas ^^H 


dies festivalcs ipsos mediate 


mediate sequentes. ^^H 


scquentes. 


^H 




* To the word Ebomm ths Secre- ^^^| 




tary Beema to have a fisod sclio- ^^1 






1 


with tha word complete, either J 


^^H^^^^^^^^ 


in manuscript or printed matter, ^^J 


^^^^^^^^^^B 


he omitH the Latin terminal urn; ^^^| 


^^^^^^^^^^H 


if he finds the word with ite ter- ^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^K^ 


minal sign of $ runt, (as found ge- ^^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^V' 


uerally ia the early dooumenta of ^^^| 


^^^^^^^^^^H 


the Church, in " Lib. Domesday," ^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^H 


Kotuli Scotis, Rotuli Hundredo- ^^^| 


^^^^^^^^^^H 


nun, and which is, according to ^^^| 


^^^^^^^^^^K 


the learned C^ub, the word ae ^^^| 


^^^^^^^^^^H 


changed from Evoracum,) he dls- ^^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^^L 


regards the sign, and leaves the ^^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^^r 


word as Ehor., or changes tlie ^^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^V' 


terminal uiti into acensii; thus ^^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^V 


giving the word as Eboraemtis, ^^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^K 


and not as Eborvm. as in Dug- ^^^| 


^^^ 


dale's Monasticon, Ac. ^^^| 
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^H Page 159, line 6. Et alios piot. 


Per. .pontifices, et alios patreu^^i 


^H Page 160, line 15. Qu<f coHdie 


Qute cotidie_;?un^ autjient. ^^^H 


^^M sunt outwent. 


V 


^^M The comraencemeiit of DcMjument No. XXI, is materially 


^H abridged, and some errors exist in it. I give you a speci- 


^H men. 




^H Page 166, line 17. Univenis 


Universia aancte matria Eccle- 


^^^^^^ etc. Capitulum Ebor. 


sie iiliis ad quos presentes 




litere indente pervenerint. 




Capitulum etc., Decano ejua- 




dem in remotis agente. Sal- 




utem in domino Sempiter- 




nam. Noverit. 


^^^^ Page 166, line 33. Ut cemen- 


Ut conzenit gubemare. 


^^1 taritts guhernare. 




^H In Document No. XXII, we have the following omission. 


^H Page 168, line 18. Pro tanto 


Pro dementia canonic am non 




effugiet ultionem et nihilomi- 




nus ad duplum pecunie sic de- 




tente vel eciani Bubtracte pro 




tanto excessu condempnabitur, 


^F In Docmuent No. XXIII, 


is the following error. 


^H Page 170, line %9. Die mentis 


Die mensis JunU. 


^H 




^H In Document No. XXV, 


the following omission and 


^^M mistranscribed words occur :- 


— 


^H Page 172, line S. In Estate, 


Estate, a festo Pasche usque 


^^H usque ad pulsacionem cam- 


ad festum Sancti Michaelis 


^H pana B. M. V. 


statiin ad solis ortum et ab 




ilia hora diei debent operari. 




usque ad pulsacionem cam- 




pane Beate Marie Virgiuis. 





nvmH 
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^B Page 172, Une 21. Fostpran- 


Post prandiiim savm proprium. 






^m Page 172, line 41. In qualibet 


In i\asAibet potations. 


^^1 pacacione. 




^H Page 173, line 6. Nee postmodo. 


Nee amodo. 


^H Page 173, line 7. Et singulis 


Et singulis particulis. 


^^M suis periculis. 




^1 For Document No. XXVIII, we have the following ^ 


^H omission and error. 


A 


^H Page 176, line 10. Prosequa- 


Prosequamini Aoworemvestrum 


^H mini vestrum proprium. 


proprium. 


^H Page 176, line 40. Conferant 


Conferant conferanda caritatis. 


^^M subsidia caritatis. 




^M In Document No. XXX, we find the following omission ] 


^H and error: — 




^H Page 178, line 23. Ad dictam 


Ad dictam fabricam manus ap- 


^H fabricam con/erendum, ac. 


pe riant misaericorditer ad- 




jutrices necnon ad petend" 




et recipiend" fidelium elem- 




osinas pro dicta fabrica con- 




ferendas, ac. 


^H Page 178, line 25. .S^ eciam 


Sen eciam oportuna. 


^^m optima. 




B In Document No. XXXII. 


we have the following abridg- 


^H ed introduction and error. 




^M Page 180, line 17. Omnihus, 


Oinnibus ad quoa presenteB 


^H etc., Capitulum Ehor., etc. 


litere pervenerint Capitulum 




Ecclesie beati Petri Ebonim 




Decano ejusdem in remotis 




agente Salutem iu Domino 




sempiternain, Sciatis. 


^H Page 181, line 6. Qtiomque 


Qitousque gratis redierit. 


^^^ satis redierit. 


■ J 
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In Document No. XXXIII, there are the following 


errors in words, and the omission : — 


Page 181, line 15. Atle t/are 


Atte yaire werk. . 


Kerke. 


^^^J 


Page 181, Une 21. Be hegh 


Be heeh none. ^^^| 


none. 


^^^1 


Page 183, line 13. Saynte 


Saynte Elennies. ^^^H 


Elenmes. 


^^^ 


Page 182, line 21. Foundyn 


Foundyn conissant. 


soufflsmnt. 




Page 183, line 31. Werk-.and 


Werk : betar ye maystyrs gyt 


viha. 


hym lefe atte parte fra yt 




same werkis : and wha. 


In Document No. XXXIV, there is the following omis- 


sion : 




Page 183, line 17. Ad cooper- 


Ad cooperiendum Campanile 


iendum campanile, vel. 


dicte ecclesie, vel. 


In Document No. XXXVI, occur the following abridge- 


ment and errors : — 




Page 185, Une 19. Dimisaio 


Comissio domorum Philippo 


domorum PhiKppo Carpen- 


Carpentario. 


taria. 




Page 185, line 21. Universis, 


Universis eancte raatris Eccle- 


etc., Capiiulum Ebor., Decano 


sie filiis ad quos preseotes 


in remotis agente. 


litere pervenerint Capitulum 




beati Petri Eborum Decano 




ejusdem in remotis agente. 


Page 185, Hne 23. Fahricce 


Fabriee dicte Ecclesie beati 


JSccl. B. Petri Ebor. 


Petri Eborum. 


Page 185, line 24. Servido 


Serricio am nobis impenso. 


nobis impenso. 


1 



^■■1 
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In Document No, XXXVIII, there are the following ^| 


errors ; 


H 


Page 189, line 5. Quodque 


Quodque hujua chori eic edifi- ^^H 


hujus chori, sic incepti. 


cari incepti. 1 


Page 189, Une 33. Contradi- 


Contradictores per. J 


centes per. 


^ 


Page 189, line 35. Super pro- 


Super promiasionibus. ^^^H 


viaionibus. 


^^^1 


Page 190, line 3. Uteris mo- 


Literis mentio specialis. ^^^| 


nicio specialis. 


■ 


In Document No. XLI, we find the following abridge- ^^| 


ment and errors : — 


H 


.Page 191, line 32. De adem- 


Oblac" Regis Heurici fact" in ^^| 


tu Regit Menrici ad ecclesiam 


ecclesia Cathedral' Eboium ^^^| 


Ebor. 


et reccp" per Ebor. Archie- ^^H 




piscop" lit pat~ infra. ^^l 


Page 191, line 34. Memoran- 


Memorandum, quod decimo die 


dum quod 19 Aug. 1403. 


mensis angusti anno Domini J 




M".cccc°'". tercio. J 


Page 193, line 5. ratione oh- 


Prefatam summam racoe" ob- J 


laiionis habitam. 


lacionis hti^ habitam. ^^J 


In Document No, XLIII, 


there are the following inac- ^^H 


curacies : — 


^H 


Page 197, line 7. Patrem et 


Patrem et dominum nostrum ^^^| 


dominutn nostrum Gregorium. 


dominum Gregorium. ^^^H 


Page 197, line U. Per pre- 


Per predictos Antiguiaaimoi ^^H 


dictos sanctissimos patrea. 


^^^H 


Page 197, line 38. Ac sanc- 


Ac sanctorum Archipreaulum. ^^^H 


torum presulum. 


^^H 


Page 198, line 4. Optimum 


Oportunum esponantur. ^^^^H 


exponantur. 


^^^^^^^1 


Page 198, line 18. m".ccc. 


^^^^^^^^1 


octavo. 


^m^ 
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Id Document No. XLIV, * 

abridgement and errors. 



we find the following 



Page 199, line 32. Ordina, 
jcv NbvemhriB, 1409. 



Ordinocio per Dnoa de Capit- 
ulo XV die mensis Novembris 
anno Dni" M°.CCCC'°°.IX°. 

FrovideatuT de calce coquendo. 



Page 200, line 11. Providea- 

tur de calce carianda. 
Page 200, line 16. Ei pro Et quad piano modo ascendat. 

piano modo aacendat. 
Page 200, line 18. Vel alee Vel alias ad ordinaciouem. 

ad ordinacionem. 



* At p- 196 Mr. Baine obeerves in a. note, that " this is the moat 

remarkable Document connected nitb the histoiy of the fabric that has 
been discovered," and he adda, " Mr. Browne had not seen it when ha 
compiled bis account of the Minstar. It was laid before Professor 
Willia by Mr, Canon Ilarcourt," The Secretary's observations upon the 
document in thia respect are unfortunately quite correct, and to 
myaelf painful to remember ; but as both Professor Wilha and Mr. 
itaine aeein delighted at my misfortune, and exhibit and extol the 
geueroBtty of Mr. Canon Harcourt, I feel compelled, allJiough reluctant' 
ly, to give an explanation in justification of myself and my supposed 
negligence of search, or want of anxiety to discover the precious 
document. 

After the great injuiy Bustained by the Choir by fire in 1820, a 
controversy was vigorously carried on for ftomo time concerning the 
propriety of removing the Hood, or King's Screen, to some other 
situation ; Mr. Wm. Harcourt being /eolous for the removal, and I 
probably equally zealous for its non-removal. This controversy caused 
the Registers of the Church to be examined, especially by Mr. Harcourt, 
who had freer access to them, and more opportunities of examining 
them than myaelf. Both of ua, however, aoon became convinced that 
the hiatory of the Cathedral, hitherto laid before the public, was very 
erroneous and incomplete, and that many facta existed by whicli a more 
accurate account might be obtained, and 1 ultimately determined to 
moke the attempt to produce such an account. 

How this important Document, and even the Begister that oootaina 
it, escaped my notice when I was compiling my History, ia a mystery 
to me. I and my literary friends often heard of the existence of the 
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Having thus given a few specimens of the able and 
satisfactory manner in which the Secretary has com- 



documont, and some of them soUoited for either a copy of it, or for 
poaitivo reference iia to where the original could be found, but without 
avail, and no repeated search enabled us to discover it. 

On the 2Tth of Julj', L84(t, a copy of the Document was read and 
explained in the Theatre of the Yorkshire PhiloBOphical Society, to a 
8 party of members of the Archjeologioal Institute (on which 
\ TvaB present), by Mr. Canon Harcourt, and that evening I 
wrote to London to stop the press then enga^^ed in printing that part 
of my History, on which the Document had a special bearing; and on 
the following day I wrote to Mr. Harcourt, thus : — 

" York, July SBth, )8-ja. 
Beverend Sir, 

Pray pardon me for presuming to ask tlie favour of 
your either lending me the valuable Document you exhibited yesterday, 
on the piers of the Tower, or giving ma the reference where to find the 
original, for I have written to London to stop further printing until 
such valuable information can be made useful to the public. 
I remain, Rev. Sir, 
Your obedient and much obliged Servant, 

JOHN BROWNE, 
To Rev. W. V. Harcourt. 21, Blakeatreet. 

Bolton Percy." 



To this apphcation I fi 



eived the following reply ; — 

"Bolbon Percy, Aug. Ist, ISM. 



I will send yon a copy of the Document you wish for, as soon 
&a I have leisure to write it 

Yours faithfully, 
Mr, John Browne." WM, VERNON HARCOURT. 

Trusting that Mr. Harcourt would be faithful to his promise, I waited 
for its accomplishment for several weeks, but (and I am aoi-ij to have 
to record it) in vain. I then altered those sheets of my History which 
had yet to be printed, according to the beat of my memory (as Js clearly 
seen at page 243, commencing with line 23), and sent them to press. 
A copy of the Document which I had so much desired and done aU in 
my power to obtain, but without success, was afterwards given by Mr. 
Harcourt to Professor Willis, to be inserted in (he Proceedings of the 
Aruhieological Institute, and it was not until those Proceedings were 
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posed and supported hia Fabric Rolls, in his attempts to 
supply my alleged deficiencies, I will now turn to the 
most important point at issue between us, i. p.., the time 
occupied in the erection of the Choir (the whole Choir) of 
York Minster, but more especially of that portion of it 
■which he terms the Presbytery. In treating of this sub- 
ject I shall endeavour, not only to justify what I have 
stated in my History, but also to produce whatever addi- 
tional authentic information 1 may have obtained relative 
to the erection of the Choir. 

THE ERECTION OY THE CHOIR. 

It is now generally admitted that the present Choir was 
erected during two distinct periods, but I maintain, for 
reasons which I shall presently give, that it was erected 
during three distinct periods, or by three distinct under- 
takings. 

The frst portion built was "the eastern, or what the 
Secretary and Professor Willis call the Presbytery, which 
extends westward as far as the smaller transepts, and 
comprises four of the nine compai'tments of the whole 
Choir. The time when this portion was begun is known ; 
but when it was finished (as they are aware) is a matter of 



The second portion was an addition westward of the 
first, consisting of four more compartments, the com- 
mencement and completion of which are alike uncertain 
as to date. 

published tlint 1 beheld any reference at all to the original DocumcDt, 
on inspecting which, 1 was fully persuaded that I hod never aeen it 
before, nor even the Register in which it was written. A copy of the 
Document will be found lat«r on. 
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The third portion consisted of one compartment, the 
ninth, which with the encasing of the Choir-faces of the 
eastern piers of the large Tower, and the transformation 
of the Tower arch, formed a distinct erection, the dates of 
which as regard the commencement and completion are 
also unknown. 



1, Eastern Portion. 
JPreparatians for a New Chair. 

Before the new Nave of the Cathedral Church of York 
was completed, critical comparisons were being made 
between it and the Old Chou- ; and the Choir began to be 
considered too rude, and unworthy of the new Nave, and 
serious thoughts were entertained of removing it, and of 
erecting in its place a more magnificent and glorious 
structnre. 

On the 13th of February, 1361, the Chapter issued a 
Brief or monition to all persons holding dignities or 
benefices in the Church of York, informing them, that in 
order to meet the necessary repairs in the Choir and 
Belfrey, as well as in other parts of the said Church 
threatening ruin, they (the Chapter) had previously imposed 
a tax of one-twentieth part of the revenues of all ecclesi- 
astical dignities, &c., to remain in force for three years, to 
be paid by half-yearly instahnents, on the feasts of the 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Nativity 
of St. John the Baptist : and as the first instalment had 
not been paid by many individuals, they were, therefore, 
by the Brief duly admonished. 

The building of the Nave of the Church had already 
been in progress for about fifty-nine years, and it waa yet 
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without its weateni Towers, so that few hopes were pven 
to those who desired a new Choir of seeing it erected in 
their time ; yet having an Archbishop who was both pious 
in disposition, and zealous for the glory of God's house, 
the commencement of a new Choir was anxiously expected, 
although the standard income available for the annual 
expenses of the Fabric did, apparently, not exceed £105 
or £110, which sum was derived as a net income from 
standing rents at wUI, rents, tenths, &c., of TopclifFe, and 
the rent of a mill, &c., at Brotherton. 

The Chapter having imposed for the ensuing three years 
the previous mentioned tax, they and the Archbishop 
assembled on the twentieth day of the month of July, 
1361, and agreed to the following Indenture for a new 
Choir for the Chiuch of York, and the demolition of the 
Archbishop's Hall at Shirbum : — 

" This Indenture witnesseth, that the most Reverend 
Father in Christ and Lord, the Lord John, by the grace 
of God Archbishop of York, Primate of England, and 
Legate of the Apostolic See, and the venerable the Chapter 
of the Church of York (the Dean thereof being absent in 
foreign parts), taking into their serious consideration how 
fitting it is, that every Church should be adorned in all 
its parts with uniform beauty, and that most especially the 
Choir (which is more particularly appropriated to the 
offering of sacrifice, the salutary exercise of offices of 
pious expiation, and the performance of Divine worship) 
should be adorned with becoming workmanship, — and 
that there was no place in the said Church of York suit- 
able for the becoming celebration of the Mass (in honour) 
of the glorious Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, which is 
appointed to be daily celebrated in the said Church, they 
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(both the said Lord Archbishop and the Chapter aforesaid) 
have, for certain memorable, just, urgent, probable, and 
legitimate reasons, thereto uioving them, — inspired, as it is 
piously believed, with this godly design by the grace of 
the Divine Spirit, — and relying upon the charitable con- 
tributions of devout persons, — by mutual and deliberate 
counsel, having first held a convocation rt'specting this 
matter, and a diligent and solemn enquiry, together with 
the other solemn observances which by custom or law 
ought to be practised in regard to matters of such import- 
ance, — consented and unanimously agreed to begin the 
erection of such a Choir ; and that the ancient choir, 
which has seemed to many persons of too homely a 
structure, in regard of the magnificence of the nave of the 
Church, should be by parts demolished, according as, by 
the unanimous consent of the said Archbishop and Canons, 
shall be deemed expedient ; and (the materials) be con- 
verted to assist in the completion of the aforesaid new 
Choir ; they not consenting, bnt expressly protesting to 
the contrary, that the said Lord John, Archbishop of York, 
and the Canons of the said Church, or any one of them, 
their heirs or executors, or their goods or chattels whatso- 
ever, shall be bound, in any case premised, to the complet- 
ing of this work so begun ; but they have both tacitly and 
expressly consented that neither the Lord John, Archbishop 
of York, nor the Canons, shall be anywise bound, or in 
any event obUgcd, beyond what they shall be willing to 
contribute to the fabric of the said work, from motives of 
charity and devotion. Moreover, whereas in the manor of 
the said Lord Archbishop at Shirburn there is a certain 
Hall, with a Chamber adjoining, which threatens immediate 
ruin, in which manor-house all the offices necessary for the 
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Arclibisliop'a making his residence there had been destroyed 
and suffered to go to ruiii in the times of his predecessors, 
and as it is generally agreed that it would not be 
expedient to rebuild the same (both because there are 
other manors annexed to the Archiepiscopal dignity, 
sufficiently near at hand and better fitted for the residence 
of the Archbishops for the time being, the buildings of 
which are very costly for them to keep in repair, and for 
divers other reasons, which for their notoriety need not be 
expressed), — it has been unanimously agreed and consented 
to by the Archbishop and Canons aforesaid, that the said 
Hall and Chamber be abolished and destroyed, and that 
the stones thereof, which are adapted to hasten greatly the 
completion of the fabric aforesaid, be appUed to the more 
speedy finishing, through God's favour, of the same. In 
witness of all which things, the seal of the aforementioned 
Lord Archbishop of York, and the seal of the venerable the 
Chapter aforesaid, have been appended to the present 
Indenture. Given at York the twentieth day of the month 
of July, in the year of our Lord 13G1." * 

* " IndeQtura coucemeas novum ojius Chori Ecclesio Eborum, et 
destruccionem manerii de Schirbum. 

" Hec indentura testatur qtiod Reverend isBimus in ChriBto pater et 
domimis, dominue Jobannee, Dei gratia Eborum ArobiepiscopuB, Asglie 
primas, et apoBtolice sedis legatuB, et vonerabiloB viri Capitulum Ecclesie 
Bue Eboi-um, Decaoo ejusdem lu remotis agente, ReducenteB in debite 
consideroctoniB examen, quam sit conveniens quod occleaia quclihet in 
singulis euis partibuB conformi decore concnrdet, quodque ohoruB qui 
ad offerendum Bdcrifieia pie placacionis officia ealubriter exercendum, 
divinumquo cultum esplendura cBt peouliaritor deputatua, atructura 
decent! potissime dcceret omari ac quod in ecctesia Eborum predicta 
non fuerat aliquia locus conginiua ubi misaa ^loriose Dei genotricis 
et Virginia Mario cotidie in ipsa occlesia celebi'anda, de<3enter poterat 
celebrari ex certis rationabilibus, juatiB, ulUibuB, urgentibua, probabili- 
bus, et IcgiUmia de cauBis ipaoB ad id moventibuB pin pjopoaito, Divim 



THE CHOIR. 



55 



It is worthy of particular observation, that in the 

Indenture there are /our distinct resolutions. 
First. To begin the erection of a new Choir. 

Spiritus gratia aicut pie creditur inspirati, tarn dictus dominua Archi- 
episoopus, quam Capitulum auprailictum, de caritativis devotDrum 
Bubaldiis conQdesteH ex mutuo et delibenito consilio, prehabita super 
hoc convocBeione ac diUgenti ot aoloutpni traatatu, et aliis aolempnibuB 
que in hujusmodi urduis negociis fieri et obserrari debent. de conauetu- 
dice vel de jure consonserunt et unaniuiiter concordarunt, quod ibidem 
fabrioare inotperent ohorum talem, et quod antiquus churus, qui respectu 
pulcritudinie navia eecleBie ridebatur pluribua niiuia rudis, per parteB 
diasolveretur, prout unanimi conacuau ipaorum Archiepiscopi et Capituli 
videbitur expedlre, et couvorteretur in ausilium compluoionia novi Chori 
aupmdicti, Nolentea, ymnio expreaae renuentes, ipsoB daminos Johan- 
nem Bborum Archiepiaoopum, Conontcos ipsius ecclesie vel eoriiin 
aliquem licredea vel esecutorea eanira, aut eonim bona sive calolla 
quoounque in aliqua occaaione premissa, ad coaaummaoionem hujua ate 
inohoati operia obligari, sed tam tacite quam expreaae consenaenmt 
quod iidcm dominua Johanues Eborum Arcbiepiacopus et Canouici, 
ultra ea que ex caritate et devociotie, ad fabricam dicti operia dare 
volaerint DuUutenua autriogantur nee in eventum obligeutur. Ad hec 
quia in manerio pjusdcm domiui Aruhiepiaoopi apud Shirbum habetur 
quedam Aula cum Camera anuexa, que in proximo minatur ruinam in 
quo mantrio domua aingido officine neceaaarie pro mora Archiepiscopi 
inibi facieoda predecoaaorum auorum temporibua dirrute fuerant et 
collapse quas prout communia habet aaaercio re-odificari diaauadet 
utilitaa, tamen quia dignitati Archiepiscopoli annexa aunt alia maneria 
eatia propinqua et pro mora Archiepiaooporum qui jiro tempore erunt 
m^;ia apta, eia in auatentacioiiem edificiorum voldo oneroaa, tam propter 
cauaas alias variaa, quaa propter carum notorietateni exprimere non 
oportet conaensum eat per Arcluepisoopum et Capitulum predictos et 
unaniroiter coucordatuni, quod Aula et Camera aupradicte diaaolvaiitur 
et dirruantur, ot quod Lapides earumdem, qui muUum accelerare 
poasuut consuromacioncm fabrice aupradicte ad ipsam per Del gratiam 
complendam celeriua appliceutur. In quorum omnium testimonium 
aigillum prefati domiai Arehiepisoopi Eborum, ac etiam sigillum venera- 
bilium virorum Capituli aupradicti proaenti Indentm'e aunt appenaa. 
Data Eborum viceRinio die menaia Julii anno Domini icilleBimo oco"" 
Sesageaimo primo."* 
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Second. That the ancient Choir should be by parts 
demohshed, according as, by the unaiiiraous consent of 
the Archbishop and Canons, should be deemed expedient, 
and the materials be converted to assist in the completion 
of the new Choir. 

Third. That neither the Archbishop, nor the Canons, 
nor any one of them, neither their heirs nor executors, their 
goods nor chattels, should be bound to the completing 
of the intended Choir, beyond what they should be willing 
to contribute from motives of charity and devotion. 

Foiu-th. That the Archbishop's Hall and Chambers 
adjoining at Shirburn should be demolished, and the 
usable stones thereof be apphed to the furtherance of the 
new Choir. 

In accordance with the first resolve in the Indenture, 
the first stone for a new Choir was laid by the Archbishop 
on the tenth day after making the agreement, namely, on 
the 30th day of July, 1361. And to testify his zeal for 
the welfare of the commenced edifice, he on the 1st day of 
August ordered his receiver to pay to the Keeper of the 
Fabric the sum of one hundred marks towards the first 
Btone laid by him. * Also on the 3rd day of October, he 
ordered his receiver to pay to the use of the said Fabric 
the sum of fifty pounds sterling ; f and he continued to 
be a Hberal benefactor to the edifice, giving during several 
of the 8nccee<ling half years of his Archiepiscopate one 
hundred pounds for its advancement. 

Regarding the second resolve in the Indenture, it must 
be admitted that we possess no Acts of Chapter whereby 
can be ascertained either the time or times when the Old 
Choir suffered mutilation or destruction, or what progress 

♦ Thoresby'B Ragiater, fol. 316 6. \ Ibid., fol. 317 a. 
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Was made m the new Choir, or when it waa completed, 
Dor do the existing few Fabric Compotusca or annual 
accounts furnish any information, except of materials 
procured, and wages paid for labour ; and it is only by 
such collateral evidence as is afforded by agreements, 
special purchases, requests, orders, or donations, that any 
knowledge can be obtained. 

As has been previously stated, the new Choir is of three 
separate erections. The first or eastern portion had the 
foundations of its exterior walls formed without the least 
connexion with, or injury to, the Old Choir ; the inner 
surfaces of the foundations of the side walls, being about 
two feet eight iuches clear of the buttresses of the Old 
Choir, and about six feet from the ashlars of its walls : 
whilst the foundation of the eastern or end wall was about 
fifty-nine feet distant from the east end of the old Choir : 
consequently, the outside walls of the new Choir, with 
their buttresses, were carried to a considerable height be- 
fore any infringement on the extent of the old Choir was 
needed, and that infringement was not attempted untQ 
the foundations for the piers of the clerestory walls were 
required, at whicli time between forty-five and fifty feet 
of length of the old Choir waa taken down, and an end 
wall made to it, so as to render it suitable for the con- 
tinuance of the daily services. 

We have memoranda, made either during the latter part 
of the year 1370, or the beginning of 1371, concerning 
the Altars which were standing immolested in the eastern 
end of the old Choir, and in its Crypt in the year 1364, 
but which had been disused, if not removed, when the 
memoranda were made, viz., the Altar of St. John the 
pvangelist, which stood in the Chapel of St. John, behind 
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the high Altar ; the Altars of St. Catherine, of the holy 
martyrs, SS. Agatha, Lucy, and Scholastica, of St. Cecily, 
and of St. Mary Magdalene, in the Crypt ; and very 
probably the high Altar had been also removed. * 

During the year 1370 the high Altar was renovated in 
its new situation, when two large Trees, 80 Righalds, 500 
Wainscots, were bought for its ceOing ; and for the said 
ceiling 5 J rods of fabric timber were sawn, 16 keys or 
bosses made (carved) for the crossing of the ribs, 12 yards 
of canvass, 10,000 " Scotsemnails," and some packthread 
bought ; and the said ceiling above the great Altar was 
painted with stars by Richard Kyng for xlviis. iiid. ; the 
carpenters having new gloves given them to elevate it.f 

* The probable dat« of the memoranda referred to, is in Register x a, 
fol. 30, find is given from the evidence of Bichard Lettebf, holding the 
Jordan Chantry to which he iraB collated on the 4th of April, 1370 — 
(Register T c, fol. 7T,) and of Niuholas de Cave, who was collated to the 
Percy Chantry on the 3rd of November, 1369, which he held until 1 371. 
— Ton-L-'s MS., p. 104.'5, from Register N y, fol. 64, 09. 

t Regai'ding the above mentioned items, the Secretary distorts the 
statement in my History. He says (p. 12), " Mr. Browne plaoea all 
Uieao notices together, and refers them to the Bgredos of the high Altar." 

1 eertainly have stated, p. 169, tliat the items refer to a ceiling placed 
above the high Altar, and have supposed that ceiling to have a ci 
with the Rercdos, but I have not stated that the items belong t 
Reredos alone. The "magna celara supra magnum Altare," I ha 
doubt signifies a large ceiling or Baldacchino which v 
fixed above the high Altar, and either supported by columns or hung 
from the roof, and which very probably, in this instance, was united 
with the Reredos agaiast the east end wall, and supported at the front 
by two Ifti^e columns, made of the two large trees which we find bought 
for the said ceiling. Thu mass of observations heaped together by the 
Secretary, connected with the words " celura supra." &c., ai'O ingenious 
certainly, though anything but correct, as must clearly appear on the 
careful perusal of them. He aeems to lay gveat stress on the word 
" magma' and fiom it flatters himself that he has proved hia thesis, as 
he Bays triumphantly, " it certainly gives us the idea of magnitude and 
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Consequently, it seems very probable that the old Choir 
was partly denaolished during the years 1367 and 1368. 

Although the Fabric fund was aided by the Archbishop's 
munificent donations, nevertheless, it could not produce 
any great extent of new building previous to the year 1370, 
as it had to bear the expenses of the taking down of the 
Church of St. Mary ad Valvas, in order to enlarge the 
space of the Minster, the demolishing of the Archbishop's 
Hall and Chambers adjoining at Sliirburn for the usable 
stones, the obtaining new stone from the quarry, and the 
procuring of other materials, the taking down of a large 
portion of the old Choir, and the erection of a new east 
end wall. The Archbishop earnestly appealed to the laity 
for assistance in the good work, encouraging it by the 
grant of an Indulgence, and by obtaining other hberal 
Indulgences from the Holy See ; and iu the year 1365 he 
committed his Archiepiscopal authority to the Dean, to 
enforce the payment of a new tax of four-pence in every 
mark on the revenue of all the benefices, both ecclesiastical 
and temporal. For inasmuch as the laity did not answer 
his appeals with the promptness and hberaUty he expected, 
the tax had frequently to be enforced. 

Everything being arranged and completed in the old 
Choir for the uninterrupted continuance of the regular 

extent." What idea, I would enquire, does the word "laagnus" convey 
to him in the eirpression, "magnum Altare," and is there any great 
absurdity in using the word magna to a celura to be placed over the 
" magnum Altare." I am obliged still to consider the obaen-ations of 
the writer to be curiously incorrect, from Ihe remarks still further con- 
nected with the aelura, -viz.. the keys or bosses, the yards of canvass, 
the gloves, the painted stars, and particulai'ly, the smallness of the 
expense for painting. All these articles find easy place as I have repre- 
Bented them, but must, I think, he out of place iu the supposition of 
the writer. 
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services, the maasive foundations of the piers for the 
clerestory walls of the eaaterD portion of the new Choir 
were formed, and the piers begun. 200 " firspars " were 
bought for the scaffolding- and ladders, also 400 great 
" spikyugs," 100 brags, and eight wheels for the "poles" 
(puUies) for the scaffold in the Fabric* Thus, the east 
end of the 7iew Choir seemed to be in favourable progress, 
when its liberal supporter the Archbishop was summoned 
from his eai'thly labours ; he died on the 0th day of 
November, 1373, in the 22nd year of his Pontificate, t 

By the death of Archbishop Thoresby the fund for the 
advancement of the Fabric was rednced to an uncertain 
amount, with the exception of its annual income of about 
£105 or £110, as previously stated: consequently, the 
new Choir advanced bnt very slowly, and as no bounteous 
Archbishop succeeded Thoresby; sorrowing aoxiety was 
keenly felt by the Dean and Canons, as to the means by 
which some permanent assistance could be obtained. 
About the latter part of the year 1377, they turned their 
thoughts to the income of the Church of Misterton, in the 
Diocese of York, and made suitable application to the 
Pope, to the King, and to the Archbishop, to obtain an 
appropriation of the advowson, fruits, rents, and proceeds 
of that Church. \ In the petition the Dean and Canons 
state, " that they did while the times were favourable 
begin to erect in the Cliiirch (of York) a new Choir, 
corresponding to the beauty of the said Church, and of 
very costly workmanship ; and that as a large part of 
this Choir, so begun to be built, still remaineth to be 



* See History, p, ITO, 
k The Secretary asserts at p. : 
ThtH asaei'tioQ ii 



' that the Arehbiahop died i 
; See History, p. 191. 
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completed ; because the rents and proceeds destined to 
the Fabric and hghts of tlie said Church, being much 
lessened on account of the badness of the times, are nowise 
sufficient for the completing of the said Church, &c." 
The appropriation was granted, dependant upon the resig- 
nation or decease of the then Incumbent. Its annual value 
was estimated at £63 6s. 8d. 

The Fabric fund now received several collateral aids, 
and the erection of the new Choir progressed regularly, 
although slowly. In 1385 the Dean and Chapter leased 
for eighty years a quarry of atone at Huddlestone, for the 
use of the Fabric of the Church, in addition to the qnarries 
of Thevesdale and Bramham. About the year 1390 the 
Choir was so far advanced that iron bars were needed for 
the side windows, for we find that there were during the 
year " paid for working 400 pounds of iron into bars 
("Barrez") for windows, to John Harpham, smith, IGs., 
and for the working of 338 pounds of iron into bars, to 
William Smith, 12s. 4d.* 

On the 17th of February, 1397, the See being vacant, 
and the Dean being in distant parts, the Chapter of the 
Church issued a letter to each of the five Archdeacons, 
enjoining each and all of them, to make known to all the 
clergy and laity in their Archdeaconries, the great store of 

* Having, by a nompariBon of vaiioua bars, been led to conolude that 
eacb of the principat bars in the side windowa, of the eastern portion 
of the Choir, original!}- weighed about two pounds and three quarters ; 
and finding that the quantity of iron in tho first of those items, would 
be the quantity required to make tho prinoipal bars now e:iiGtmg in 
these windows, (being in number one hundred and fifty-two, of the 
supposed original weight,] I am induced to suppose, that tho iron 
mentioned in the two items above was used in malung principal and 
secoDdary bars for those side windows, which were probably now re- 
eoiving their niullione and traoery. 
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Indulgences which that Church posseased, and which 
were obtainable by assisting with ahns the completion of 
the Fabric* 

About 1398 the new Choir began to require the atten- 
tion of nightly watchmen ; for in that year there was paid 
to William Ireland and Thomas Grimthorp, as remunera- 
tion for lying in the new works as guardians of the Choir, 
the sum of 2s. It is probable, also, that about that time, 
or the beginning of the following year, the general scaf- 
folding used by the masons was taken down, and from the 
inventory of the stores which was then made, that the 
carpenters and sawyers were preparing the roof. The 
inventory presents the large quantity of 41 large trees, 
190 large "Sperrez," and 500 small trees, then in store. 
Id the glaziers' care there were 1,675 pieces of white 
glass, and 700 pieces of coloured, bought for the lar^e 
window of the new Choir. The old Crypt was at time 
the mortar store, or the place where lime and sand were 
kept, and the mortar made.+ 

On the 17th day of July, 1400, the King granted an 
exemption to the Dean and Chapter from all tolls on the 
water of the Ayre, and other waters in the County of 
York, during the carrying of stone for the new works. | 

About the year 1401 the roof must have been ready for 

* History, p. 19G. 

t Mr, Raine states in a note at p. 13 of his Fabric RoUe, that during 
the year 1399 the walls of the vieiUm portion of the Choir "must have 
been now completed and readjr for titc roof"; and at p. S4 he saye be 
" believes, — that at the beginning of the year 1405 the roof of the Choir 
{wood and lead) was complete." In other words, ho allows about six 
ycai-s for making and completing the roof of the western portion of the 
Choir, and only ten years for the erecting, roofing, fumiahing, painting, 
and gilding the easteni portion or presbytery. See note p. It. 

I Hisloiy, p. aOO. 
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its covering of lead, as during that year the store of lead 
was raised to about 3,000 stone, and that of tin for 
Bouldering to about 100 pounds, and there were also in 
store 5,000 leadnails — a quantity of materia! which, ac- 
cording to the calculation of a very skilful master plumber 
of York, would nearly cover the roof of the new eastern 
portion of the Choir. * 

It has been remarked that the inventory of the stores 
taken at the close of the year 1399, shews that the Church 
possessed a large quantity of glass for the intended large 
end window iu the new works. Now on the 10th day of 
December, 1405, the Dean and Chapter made Indenture 
with John Thornton, of Coventry, glazier, for his pourtray- 
ing histories, images, and other things, and for painting 
and glazing the great window in the east gable of the 
Choir i the whole to be completed within three years from 
the beginning of the said work, f 

* From actual measurement and aalculation, the central roof of the 
eastern poi'tion of tlie Choir would require about 4,400 stones of lead. 
See History, p. 201. 

f HisKiry,p. 203. It is truly OBtonishing what an amount of ingenuity 
is displayed vihen some favourite theory is to be plausibly represented, 
and fact discorded : of this we have a striking instance, respecting the 
glazing of the large east window of the Choir, (which was completed 
about 1408.) Pi-ofessor Willis, at p. 44, of his History of the Minster, 
considers tliat the glazing establishes two valuable items in the History 
of the Choir, — First, the unglazed ilate of the window authorizes the 
supposition that the furniture and services of ihe Choir were ti'anaferred 
to the Nave, and under the large Tower, until the masonry of the whole 
new Choir was complete ; and Secondly, the glazing wamtnts the sup- 
position that the services snd furniture were again placed iu the new 
Choir; thus mahiiig the eastern portion of the Choir useless until the 
east window was glazed. It is a pity that the learned Pi-ofeasor did 
not bear these conclusions in mind when he made the assertion that 
Thoresby finished and adorned the Lady-Chapel in the Choir in his 
lifetime, as they completely upset his absurd assertion. 
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On the forty-eighth day after Archbishop Bowet was 
installed into the See of York, namely, on the 26th day of 
January, 1408, he issued an additional Indulgence of forty 
days for those who should contribute to the restoration of 
the Church, which he was desirous to have completed, and 
the Indulgence was to be available as often as with pious 
intention an offering was made. * 

On the 7th day of March, 1408, the Chapter decreed a 
tax of two entire tenths upon each and all the dignities and 
prebends of the Church, for the accelerating the progress 
of the Fabric, to be paid by half of a tenth at the feast of 
Pentecost, and the feast of St. Martin, then next foUowing.f 

On the 9th day of May, 1409, the Archbishop held a 
visitation, with continuations, in the Chapter House, for 
the consideration of ten articles presented, the sixth of 
which was, " Por hastening the Fabric of the Church, and 
for removing hinderances by mean of collectors,"! ^^^ ^^^ 
result is not recorded. 

To augment the fund for the Fabric, the Dean and 
Chapter, on the 28th day of July, 1411, again granted 
and decreed a tax of one whole tenth upon each and all the 
dignities and prebends of the said Church, to be paid in 
equal parts, one part at the feast of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin next ensuing, and the other at the feast 
of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin then next fol- 
lowing. ^ 

The vaulting of the eastern portion of the south aisle 
was probably completed about this period, as on the most 
eastern boss, at the intersections of the ribs, is placed a 
shield charged with the bearing of the Archbishop (Bowet) ; 
and also the vaulting of the eastern portion of the north 
* SeeHiatorj-,p.204. f Ibid., p. 308. J Ibid., p. 306. § Ibid,, p. 207, 
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file, as the arms of Master Tliomas Haxey are found at 
the intersection of the eastern ribs, he being the supervisor 
of some of the masons employed at that time. 

During the year 1411 Master William Cawood, Master 
Stephen le Scrope, and Richard del Pittea, Canon Residen- 
tiaries in the Church, contributed munificently to the fund 
for the Fabric. * 

About the year 1415 the building of the present Crypt 
was completed. It was built, not merely for the reception 
of the Altars belonging to it, but also, for the purpose of 
raising that part of the floor, in order that the high Altar 
placed upon it might be conspicuously seen. The tem- 
porary western wall was raised up to the roof of the newly 
erected portion of the Choir, so as to form a useful bound- 

' ary whilst the western parts of the Choir were being built. 
Light was admitted to the Crypt, through two quatre- 
foiled apertures in its eastern wall, and also through the 
open arches adjoining the side aisles, by means of iron 
trellis work placed therein, to prevent accidents to devotees, 
or improper intrusion. These trellisses, and the beautiful 
open worked doors of the Crypt, were wholly or partly, 
made during the year 1415, by Hugo Mannyng, the 
smith. The floor of the Crypt appears to have been 
completed also during the same year. It is divided into 
three parts, thus : the predella, or part adjoining the east 
end wall, where the Altars stood, which part, except the 
sites of the said Altai's, is paved with oblong right angled 
stones ; the next, or adjoining part, is paved with tiles, 
seven inches square, glazed alternately yellow and purple ; 

I and the third part is paved with tiles, eleven inches 

square, also gkzed alternately with yellow and purple. 

* History, p. 207. 
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These tiles were termed " Flaundre," and were bought of' 
one WUham Newland. 

The upper surface of the vaults of the Crypt, was about 
six feet above the floor of the new Fabric, and in order to 
approach it, and the high Altar placed upon it, two series 
of stone steps were formed against the outside face of the 
eastern wall of the Crypt, one scries being placed north- 
ward, and the other southward, thus leaving a large space 
in the centre of the face of the wall, which as I have said, 
was pierced by the two quatre-foiled apertures which 
afforded daylight to the Crypt. During the same year 
(1415) there were bought for the Reredorse of the high 
AUar 66 yards of hnen cloth called Westwall, and one 
large beam for the Rood in this new Choir. 

The preceding memoranda, gathered from the records 
belonging to the Church, although meagre in <]uaiititT, 
are sufficient to shew the 2>rogres3 of the erection of the 
eastern portion of the Choir, and from them we may draw 
the conclusion, that this portion began to be used for the 
general services of the Church about the year 141B, The 
following facts, perhaps, may be useful as giving additional 
weight to this conclusion. 

It is recorded that the Rood and its Lenten Veil were 
in the year 1399 in their usual places, at the arch under 
the great Tower. * In 1403 King Richard 11. was present 
at a high mass celebrated at the great Altar in the Choir, 
and there made his oflFering ; and offerings continued to 
be made at the high Altar, and portions of public penances 
performed in the old Choir, until about the year 1416, 
after which, probably from the elevated position of the 
high Altar in the new portion of the Choir, the offeringa 
* Hirtoiy, p. 199, 
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of penitents were made for tlie use of the Fabric at a chest 
called " Rubiam Archam," or at the tomb of St. William. 

Again, wc have information of an act of violence, com- 
mitted by Lord Scrope, and sonae assistants in the Choir, 
on the 7th day of February, 1418, whereby we ascertain 
almost to a certainty the situation of the Choir in the 
Church in that year. 

. The act was committed during the celebration of Divine 
service in the Choir. 

It was decreed, that in consequence of the deed of 
violence, Divine service should cease to be celebrated in 
the Choir, until the time of humiliation was completed. 

The whole Choir repaired for the celebration of Divine 
service, to the Chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
Holy Angels, adjoining the Nave of the Church, where 
the sei-viccs were performed until subraiasion was made. 

On each day before submission was made, the whole of 
the Ministers of the Choir, went down into the Nave of the 
Church, to denounce the violators. 

On the 10th the Archbishop, the Clergy, and people of 
the City made a solemn procession round the Choir of the 
Church. 

On the submission of the principal offender, as part of 
his penance, he was on the 15th enjoined to enter the west 
door of the Church in the midst of the procession, and 
when it returned into the Choir, he was to advance to the 
steps before the high Altar, and there on bended knees, 
recite certain prayers until the offertory of the mass, when 
he shoidd advance, and place his dagger upon the said 
high Attar, and there leave it, and withdraw to a fald- 
stool, there to await the finishing of the mass.* 

* History, y. 312—216. (negist. T j*, fol. 53 6— BS4.) 
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The Second Eeected Poetion of the New Choir. 

The quantity of structure, which extends from the first 
erected portion to a union with the outside or aisle walla 

of the great Transepts, was the seeond erected portion, 
and it embraced four compartments. The exact date of 
the commencement of this portion cannot be ascertained ; 
but as most of the 24 masons, who had been employed 
upou the walls of the first portion of the new Choir, would 
not be needed for it after it was consigned to the hands of 
the carpenters and plumbers, and yet they were retained 
in emplojTnent, as appears from the Rolls ; and as the 
foundation of the north outside wall of the second portion 
could be proceeded with, without molesting the old Choir, 
it seems probable that the masons were employed in 
forming this wall, and advancing with it for a considerable 
time, before the first portion of the new Edifice, was ready 
for the performance of the services of the Church. 

It is to be much regretted that no Indulgence, nor act 
of Chapter has been discovered, which can give any in- 
formation relative to the progress of this portion of the 
Choir, and that we are obliged to be contented with the 
slight evidence which the masonry of this portion affords. 

It must be premised, that, attached to the south side of 
the old Choir, were the Vestries, the Treasury, the Library, 
and the new Chapel erected by Archbishop Souche, and 
that these offices, or at least some of them, could not 
be dispensed with for any length of time. These offices, 
therefore, and the south aisle of the old Choir, had neces- 
sarily to remain unmolested, until suitable buildings were 
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erected tia aubstitates. Accordingly, the outside wall of 
the north aide of the Choir, as I have previously said, was 
proceeded with first, and to it were attached, at least, the 
temporary Vestries and Treasury, remnants of which as 
yet remain. The outer wall was probably carried up to 
the cornice and then left, as on inspection of the interior 
of the wall above the vaulting of the side aisle, we see the 
tusks intended to connect the cross wall of the north arm 
of the little IVansept, partially unemployed ; evidently 
shewing, that the cross wall was built afterwards, and 
joined on to the outer wall, but not accurately at the place 
intended. 

The old Choir would now be unroofed, and the north side 
walls of it would be taken down, and the north side piers 
of this portion of the new Choir, and the wall they support 
would be gradually formed, until it was possible for the 
new north aisle to be roofed and vaulted, and rendered 
not only available for the Ministers to pass safely from the 
Vestry to the Choir, but also for the devout to visit the 
tomb of the martyred Archbishop Scrope, which is at the 
east end of this aisle. 

The cruel death of Archbishop Scrope in 1405, increased 
the love and veneration, which the people of his diocese 
had long entertained for him, and the Capitals of the 
clerestory piers of the north aisle, are charged with carved 
representations, allusive to the usurpation of the King, 
and the acts, ensnarement, and death of the venerable 
Archbishop. * Consequently, the carvings form valuable 

* Some of my opponents lifivo been plcHsed to state Uiat I linve 
doanribed the Ai'ohbisliop as a Goobq. The roprosentiiUou of whioh I 
hare spoken in my HiBtory, ia tliat of a Swan, and not of e. Gooae ; and 
if Mr. Raine and my other opponents had only carefully road over my 
words in explanation of the same, the; would not have fallen into this 
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evidence as to the age of the piers, for they could not havo 
been designed and carved, without extraordinary risk, 
before the death of the King, which happened in 1413. 
Moreover, it is worth remembering, that all the Capitals 
of the other piers of the Choir are foliated, except the 
Capitals on the south semi-pier, attached to the south 
eastern pier of the Tower, which exhibit the rein-deer 
heads and erest of Archbishop Bowet. 

It is very probable that this second portion of the north 
aisle of the new Chou:, with the exception of the Tower on 
the north ami of the little Transept, was completed about 
1420, and that the three beautiful windows placed therein, 
were the donations of the individuals, whose names they 
bear, namely, Bowet, * Thomas Parker, f and Robert 
Wolveden. X 

It appears that the Library and Choristers' School, were 
not transferred to the north side of the (^.hoir, but to the 

en'or. My words couceming tlia Archbishop, and an act of imprudence 
committed by him, are these, as given at p. 280 ; 

" This absence of prudence in the conduct of the Archbishop is 
strongly personified in the representation It, plate cxlviii, wherein a. 
Bwan, tie usual emblem of innocence, is placed in the trammel of 
stocks, which form the letter H, for Henry ; and the absence of 
prudence is exhibited by the Swan being shown to be shoeless, and 
the appendant shocr at B, with a shoe, completes the aUusion and 
emblem, Uiat innocence ought always to be fortified with the shoes of 
prudence or caution." 

There va no such thing on the Capitals in the aisle of the Choir as a 
representation of " A fox in a friar's dress preaching to geeae," nor of 
"A blacksmith shoeing a goose," as stated at pp. lOD, 110, of Messrs. 
Poole and Hugall's Guide. 

* Archbishop Bowet died in 1433. 

f Thomas Parker, Canon, and Prebendary of the Prebend of Ample- 
ford; ho mitdo his will in 1423. 

1 Robert Wolveden, Treasurer, and Prebendary of the Prebend of 
KnaroBborough ; he made his will in 1432. 
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west side of the south TraDsept, (the building now used as 
the Record Office,) and that they were completed during 
the years 1418 and 1419, as in the former year there was 
paid for sawing 4 trees given by the Abbot of Selby for 
the new Library, the sum of vis. viiid. ; and a gift of 
£26 13s. 4d. was made by Master Thomas de Haxey, 
towards covering the new Library with lead ; whilst in the 
latter year, there was paid, to John Greene, joiner, for 
joining boards for the Library, and planing and " groping" 
(carving) the wainscot by the year, the sum of xviis. viiid. 
— and for working 200 lbs. of iron into bolts for the new 
Library, to John Hnrpham, smith, viiis. 

As soon as the uses of the old Vestries, Treasury, &c., 
could be transferred to the new erections on the north side 
of the new Choir, the south aisle, and tlie offices attached to 
it would be taken down, and tho second portion of the new 
Choir on the south side, including its attached offices, would 
be proceeded with to an extent corresponding to the new 
parts on the north. Both sides would then be proceeded 
with together as far as the cornice of the clerestory walls, to 
be alike ready for the central Roof : which, it is probable, 
was placed on the walls of this portion of the Choir, and a 
regular preparation made for the ceiling soon after 1434, 
as in that year an extraordinary quantity of timber, iron, 
and lead was purchased, viz., 365 oaks ; about 7 rods of 
"plaunchos"; 6 "duble postis"; 6 "thoregistez" ; 3 
balkes; 4 "stanzens"; 7 "bandelogs"; 3 "coles"; 2 
crooked oaks; 11 gistis; 5 "bakons"; and others; 1,185 
"thakburdes", and 5,000 "hartlats". There were also 
bought 1,015 stones of iron; 10,060 double spikynges ; 
12,000 middle spikynges; 18,000 stonebroddes ; 12,800 
scotaemnailez ; andl7,600 "ledenailes," and 1,215 stones, 



5 pounds of lead. There was also the uncoramonly large 
number of eight carpenters employed. * 



The Tuird Erected Portion of the New Choih. 

This consisted of the ninth or western compartment, 
and included also the encasement of the Choir faces of the 
eastern piers of the large Tower, and the transformation of 
the Tower arch, and of the Tower itself, until ita walls 
were clear of the roofs, 

Professor Willis, at page 39 of his History of this 
Church, observes that for the purpose of determining when 
the Choik was Jlnished, we must ascertain when the work 
of the piers of the great central T'ower was commenced ; 
and I must observe in addition, that the progress of the 
piers, and their connexion witli the walls of the Choir, 
ought to be clearly and well understood. 

The four piers which support the present large Tower, 
were not newly erected, when the Tower was transformed. 
The core of them, at least, is of Norman formation, and 
was retained. The external parts of the piers are, for 
the most part, envelopes of masonry formed at three or 
four different times. For instance, — on the erection of 
the walls of the clerestory of the Nave, the low arches 
thereof, which abut against the western piers of the 
Tower, had their half pier added to the Norman piers : 
on the completion of the eastern ends of the side aisles of 
the Nave, by the formation of the arches leading into the 

* ProfesBor Willis, in a note p. 26, obseiTes, Uiat "Tliei-e are no 
sufficient data remaining, that h« is aware of, to enable litm to form an 
estimate of the time consumed in medieval CELrpentry, The lantern of 
Ely occupied sixteen yeaxa." 



Transepts of the Churcli, another half pier for each arch 
was added to the large pier ; and the transformation or 
encasing of the other faces of these western piers individu- 
ally was proceeded with together, when it was determined 
to advance regularly with the change of the character of 
the piers and the arches of the Tower. A minute and 
careful examination of the masonry will shew this procedure 
to have been followed, as the absence of bonds, the irre- 
gidarity of the beds of the stones, and the long vertical 
joints afford unmistakable evidence. 

Pursuing a similar course of exannnntion on the faces 
on the eastern piers of the large Tower, which belong to 
the Choir, it will be perceived that the said faces on each 
pier have been also sinmltaneoualy transformed, and that 
as they advanced in height, the ninth bay or arch, and 
the triforiuui and clerestory walling of the Choir, were 
made part and parcel of the advancing masonry of these 
eastern semi-piers, and that the clerestory walls were 
bonded with the spandrils of the Choir arch of the Tower, 
and externally with its buttresses. 

It is thus evident that the exterior and clerestory walls, 
and the stone vaults of the aisles of the second portion of 
the Choir, had uo connexion with the old Tower, and did 
not advance nearer to it than about twenty feet, extending 
only to the springings of the mouldings of the pier-arch of 
the ninth compartment of the Choir. * It is clear, there- 
fore, that of the five compartments forming the western 
portion of the Choir, /our were completed duiing one, 

* T!io BLone vault of the west or ninth compdrtment of the north 

aJsk of the Choir is support«d by ribs of a stronger make than the ribs 

n the vaults of the other compartment a, and of different mouldings, and 

.a decoi-ated at the intereection of the ribs with a boss bearing a shield, 

' having the ohargings of Uaxey, who was treoaurei from 1 418 to 1424 — a. 
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and the fifth during another and perfectly distinct period, 
namely, when the piers of the large Tower were in pro- 
gress of transformation.* 

Here, then, is valuable evidence, immovable by con- 
jecture or opinion. It needs no act of Chapter to confirm 
it, nor do we requb'c Fabric Accoimta as testimony. We 
must consider every argument and statement concerning 
the erection of the Choir, not in accordance with it, aa 
incorrect, for it is founded on that which exists ready at 
any time for the inspection and scrutiny of every lover of 
truth, and will exist as long as the Cathedral shall remain. 
It proves irresistibly that the ninth arch of the Choir, the 
encasement of the Choir faces of the great Tower, the 
triforium and clerestory of the ninth compartment of the 
Choir, and the great Tower arch and its spandrels, form a 
third erected portion of the Choir. 

No existing record afi'ords information as to the year 
when the encasing of the large faces of the Norman piers 
was begun ; but I have previously stated that the offerings 
made by the pious visitors at the Tomb of Archbishop 
Scrope, were found to be very beneficial to the advance- 
ment of the new Choir, and as there appeared to be no 
diminution of the number of the visitants or of their 
fervour, the Dean and Chapter deemed it a favourable 




3 incredible, that the services o{ the Choir coidd be carried 
n portion of the Choir, or in the Nave, and under the 
large Tower, during the progress of this incompleted mass of masonry. 
Professor Willis, in p. 44 of his History, supposes that a temporary 
Choir was formed in the Nave and under the large Tower, during the 
the building of the wcetei-n portion of the Choir, and that the noble 
D portion of the Choir remained in a disused and neglected 
state ! ! ! although according to him it was completed and decorated 
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opportunity to increase the zeal of the pious visitors by 
offering to their notice an object worthy of their special 
donations. 

Accordingly, on the fifteenth day of November, 1409, 
the Dean and Chapter decreed, " That Master Thomas de 
Haxey be the Overseer of the work of the foarth pillar 
(or pier of the large Tower).* 

Likewise, that the offerings made and hereafter to be 
made at the tomb of Richard, the last Archbishop, be 
converted to the use of the work of the fourth pillar. 

Likewise, that all gifts and legacies to the fabric of the 
said fourth pillai', be converted to the use of the aforesaid 
pillar. 

Likewise, that the lodge (or work-shop) for the masons 
to be built for the said pillar, be between the Consistory 
and the Chapter-house doorway. 

Likewise, that in the said lodge, or work-shop, there be 
at least twelve masons. 

Likewise, that in the old lodge, there be at least twenty 
masons. 

Likewise, that a provision of stones be granted to 
Master Thomas de Haxey, by consent. 

Likewise, that lime for slacking, be provided in large 
quantity, to wit, at least four kilnes. 

Likewise, that there be provided sand from the river 
Ouse (with cart and horses, and a boat, and if it be 
possible with St. Leonard's boat,) unto a large quantity. 

Likewise, that the coins at the comers of the bell-tower 
be removed (levelled) on the outside, and that the wall 
ascend in a smooth manner at the corners of the bell-tower. 

Likewise, that the ascent of the steps from the Church 

* This is Uio remarkable Document uotioed at p. 48. 
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to the bell-tower (for the Sacristans) be made on the north 
side or elsewhere as shall be ordered by Master Thomas 
Haxey,* Master Alani, Sirs T. Garton, and Rd. Blackburn. 

Likewise, that Sir Thomas de Garton cause to be 
tranainitted without delay spars and timber from Cawood 
for the fabric." t 

As the orders in this valuable Document were issued so 
late in the year (1409) as the fifteenth of November, the 
finding of proper workmen, the erection of suitable work- i 



* An account of this eminent member of the Church is given at A, 
in the Appendix. 

\ " Ordinatio per Dnos do Capitulo xv die mensia Novemhris anno 
Dni", M.ccco-'.ix^. 

In primis ordiuatum eet quod dominuH Thomas de Haxej ait auper- 
visor operiB iiij" columpne. 

Item quod ohlationes provenicntea et proventure ad Bepulchrum 
Bicardiultimi Archiepiscopi convertanturad usum operis iiij" columpne. 

Item omnia donata et legata ad &bricam ^usdem iiij" oolumpne 
convertantur ad usum columpne predicts. 

Itemlogium pro cementariis conatruondum pro columpna hujusmodi 
eit inter consistorium ut ostium domus capitulai-is. 

Item quod in eodem logio eint ad minus latomi duodecim. 

Item ordiuatum est quod in entiquo logio siat xx ad minus latomi. 

Item provisio lapidum est coneesea domino Thome Haxej de con- 
sensu ejusdem. 

Item provideatur de calce coquendo ad magnam quantitatem ad 
minus videlicet ij vel itij Kylnea. 

Item provideatur de aahulo in aqua Use cum carecta ot equis et 
uavicula et si fieri possit cum navicula Saucti Leonardi ad quantitatem 
magnam. 

Item ordinatum est quod le Coynes ia angulia Campanilis ad extra 
subducantur et quod piano modo aacendat mums in angulis CampaQilis. 

Item aBcensus graduum de eecleaia ad campanile (sit pro sacristis) 
fiat ex parte boreah vel alias ad ordinationem domioi Thome Haxcj, 
niagistri Alani, dominorum T Garton ct Rich'. Blnkbum. 

Item quod dominus Tliomas de Gartoa fieri traosmittat absque 
mora Hparrea et meremium a Cawod ad fabricam." Hegist, Q Acta 
Capitur UIO,— 14311, fol. 21, b. 
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shops, and the procuring a sufficient supply of material, 
would place the commencement of the work of the pillar 
or pier, and of all other portions of the building dependant 
upon it, far in the year 1410. 

Regarding the above decree, I must observe, lat, that 
although the instructions given are for a fourth pillar, 
nevertheless, they amount to what an Architect would 
consider strict directions for a general undertaking, and 
not aa having reference to one which had been for some 
time in progress. 2ndly, that the erection of a lodge or 
work-shop for the use of the twelve masons to be employed 
on the pillar, certainly implies the commencement of a 
new undertaking. 3rdly, that the instruction for the 
placing a new ascent to the bell-tower, in one of the angles 
of the Tower, according as the judgment of the Overseer 
and others should direct, implies that the spandrels of the 
large arches had not yet been formed. 4thly, that the 
working or encashig of the fourth pillar, imphes that no 
new Tower arch had as yet sprung from it for want of the 
Capitals with suitable support. 

!t>om these observations it seems probable that the 
commencement of working on the fourth pillar was the 
beginning of a general and regular transformation of the 
unchanged faces of the piers, arches, and spandrels of the 
large Tower, and by considering the following six remarks 
we may, I conceive, identify the/oi/rM pillar. 

1st. The north-west pillar or pier, and its adjoining 
parts, were the weakest and most sunken parts of the 
Tower, and consequently required the earliest attention. 

2nd. The north-west pier was the most out of the way 
of the pubhc, and also of the workmen engaged on the 
second portion of the Choir. 



78 YOKK FABBIC ROLLS. 

Srd. The Tower arch of the Nave rests upon the north- 
west and south-west piers. 

4th. An examination of the epandrels of the arches of 
the large Tower, shews that the Choir-arch must have been 
the last formed, and that of the Nave the ^firat. 

5th. The arch over the north Transept could not have 
been transformed for want of the north-west pier to 
support its western mouldings ; neither could the arch 
over the south Transept have been formed without the 
support of the south-west pier. 

6th. On the Capitals of the south semi-pier attached 
to the south-eastern pier of the Choir, are boldly carved 
Archbishop Bowet's rein-deer's heads, cabossed, and also 
his crest (a rein-deer couchant ducally gorged and chained).* 
Now, as Archbishop Bowet was not elected to the See 
of York before the December following the date of the 
decree of the Dean and Chapter, it follows that the casing 
of the south-eastern pier of the Choir had not been ac- 
complished before his election, and that the said south- 
eastern pier was not the pillar or pier alluded to as being 
the fourth. 

From the preceding remarks and the evidence given 
by the Capitals, it seems reasonable to conclude that the 
pillar or pier, called WiG/ourth, was the north-west one, and 
was the first of the four placed under the hands of the 
masons engaged in encasing the third or western portion 
of the Choir, and that that encasing, &c., only commenced 
in 1410. 

The Dean and Chapter were not disappointed in their 

* The BowetH of Yorka., Lino., and Norf., bore 3 Kein-deer's heads 
cabosaed, and some of them had for a creBt a leopard ducally gorged. 
— Bobsoa's BriUbh Herald. 
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expectations of a continuance of oiferings at the tomb of 
the martyred Scrope. Among the many recorded in the 
Fabric Accounts for 1415, we find the following entries. 
Received by oblations at the tomb of Master Richard le 
Scrope, late Archbishop of York, for the payment of eight 
masons, for one year, £62 8s. Od. Received by the same 
for 100 fothers (or tons) of stone bought of the Fabric 
(keeper), for the same masons for the year, £11 Os. Od. 
Also from the executors of (the will of) Master Walter 
Skyrlaw, late Bishop of Durham, for the benefit of his 
Boul, for the payment of six masons, for one year, 
£52 Os. Od. ; * and during the year 1418 there was 
received by oblations at the tomb of Archbishop Scrope 
for mason's wages, the sum of £150. 

Before the springings of the arches were made for the 
Choir arch, and those of the north and south Transepts, 
there were six busts inserted above the Capitals of the 
eastern pillars or piers. Among the busts there is one of 
a Pope, crowned, and holding a sword, and another of 
St. Peter, and opposite to these is represented a cloven 
footed monster in the power of two keepers. These six 
busts were seemingly formed from six large stones, obtained 
from the quarry of Braraham in the year 1419, for which 
we have this memorandum, viz., " In cariagio vi lapidum 
vocatorum Thurghea per carectas a quarera de Bramham 
usque Eborum, xviiis. 

After the arches were completed, and their spandrels 

♦ The amiB of Archbishop Scrope and of Bishop Skyrlaw are placed 
in the spandrels of the arch of the south arm of tlie little Transept, 
which connects tlie first and second portions of the Choir. The shields 
imply that their bearers were benefactors, and tliey, undoubtedly, form 
cvidenee of the advanced Etate to which that portion of the building 
bad arrired when the shields were placed there. 
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commenced, there whs placed in each spandrel a shield of 
renowned arms, surmounted by a demi Angel. The shield 
in the south spandrel of the western arch is charged with the 
arms of England, as borne by King Henry V. Above the 
shields a string course of mouldings was placed, containing 
40 projecting or pendant figures of varied form and size. 
The sliields, with their demi Angels, would each require a 
stone of at least one ton by measure, and the string course 
and its figures is estimated to have required at least 30 
tons for their formation. For these objects there was, in 
the year 1421, obtained 40 tons of stone, which is thus 
recorded. "In cariagio xl tuntyght Appendants a quarrera 
de Bramham iisque Tadcastre per Robertum Hardy, xxvis, 
viiid. — In cariagio a Tadcastre usque Eborura per Johan" 
Blackburn, sliipman, xxs. * 

Above the string course there is about 20 feet of panelled 
masonry, to erect which, a strong and complete scaffold 
was needed, and as this scaffold could exist unconnected 
with the scaffold needed for the same extent of exterior 
walling above the spandrels, so there was a separate one 
formed, and for it eight " Gicsts " were bought during the 
year 1421 of John Skelton, + and several trees obtained ; 



* In the string course there is ft projecting figure of a lion, and also, 
of a dog ; animals borne in the shields of anns helonging to the name 
Long. John Long was the master mason at the time the figures in the 
string course wore carved. 

I The places where these Oiests were iQserted, above the string 
course in the Tower, may yet be discovered, although the masons have 
lately rendered them less visible. In a note in p. AA of the Secretary's 
Fabric Holla, be states that the rests for the jeasts here ntentioued may 
atiU be observed in the Tower. Upon them, he says, a temporary roof 
was set up. But why a roof was needed, when the chamber for the bBll 
ringers, the chamber with die bells, and the roof, or spire, or broach, 
yet remained, he has not explained, nor hazarded a cotgecture. 
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aiid during the year 1423 there were bought for the 
scafibJding in the Tower (|)ro scaffuldyng in Campanile) 
no leas than 31 large saplyngs and trees, 80 "Spirez," 
and 33 "Flekkea." 

The quantity of stone used for the edifice of the Church 
from the year 1400 to the year 1433 averaged yearly 
about 700 tons, independent of the Ramell or Rubble 
Btonc, and this quantity of material alone sliows that works 
of great extent were then in hand : during the succeeding 
six years little more than half that quantity was used j 
after which, the quantity of stone materially decreased. 

Influenced by the preceding important facts and the 
well grounded inferences whicli I have drawn, I cannot 
conceive that the panelling on the inside of the Tower was 
completed up to the gallery under the windows, nor the 
walls externally formed up to the cornice or string course 
mider the sill of the windows, nor the open parts of the 
roofs of the Church completed, before the year 1434. 

Thus, I have endeavoured to produce, and to examine 
minutely, such matter as I have been able to obtain to- 
wards ascertaining, not only the time when the general 
transformation of tlie surfaces of the piers, arches, &c., of 
the large Tower was commenced, but also, when the 
Tower piers were connected with the Choir, and what was 
the course of the progress of the whole Choir. And this 
brings me to the conclusion of the arguments in supjtort 
of my statement, that the Choir of the Cathedral Church 
at York was built during three distinct periods, i. c, by 
three distinct and separate undertakings. 

Some of the matter which I have produced has, I am 
well aware, been keenly objected to ; by some, the infer- 
.ences drawn from it violently opposed ; and not a few 
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schemes have been invented and opinions risked to support 
the opposition. Being, however, fully persuaded of the 
fallacy of the arguments made use of by my opiranents 
(the author of the "Fabric Rolls," and others), and as 
these arguments have especial reference to the subject 
which forms the chief point at issue between the Secretary 
and myself, and as, moreover, an exposition of them will 
give additional strength to the statements I have advanced 
both here and in my History, I will proceed to consider, 
as briefly as I may, a few of the most important of them, 
I will commence with the Time Pri?iciple, invented by 
Professor Willis. 

Tbe Time Principle for the Erection of Buildings. 

As the Editor of the Surtees' " Fabric Rolls " is seem- 
ingly attached to the principle and opinions propagated by 
Professor Willis, (in his note A, page 54,) relative to the 
number of years in which the whole Choir of York Cath- 
edral ovffhi to have been built, * and as in the Editor's 
notes he shews no knowledge of a letter which I some 
time since addressed to the Professor, in vindication of 
certain statementH in my " History of the Metropolitan 
Church of St. Peter, York," concerning the chronology of 
the Fabric, I will repeat some of the obser\'ations I then 
made to him, and again expose the fallacy of his conclusions. 

The Professor acknowledges the difficulty, in the absence 
or deficiency of documentary evidence, of estimating the 
time which would probably be employed in any given 
Architectural work in the middle ages ; and he observes, 

* At p. vi of Mr. Raims'a preface, speaking of Professor 'WilliB' 
History of tlie CaUiednil, lie says, " his eseay must bo the fouudatioik 
tor every future history of the Minster," 
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that he has taken some pains to establish a principle, by 
which we raay be guided iu judging of the time requisite 
for erecting its several parts ; excluding, for reasons whicll 
be states, towers, pinnacles, &c. &c. His principle is this. 
He measures the superficies of the walls, considering a 
series of apertures and piers, and a wall pierced with win- 
dows, as equivalent to plain solid walling of the same 
length and height, computing buttresses by their mean 
projection as walls, and the area covered by stone vaulting 
also as equivalent to walling. Then, selecting six Cathe- 
drals of the fu'st class magnitude, or parts thereof, {the 
time occupied in the erection of which is supposed to be 
known,) he measures the superficies of these structures, 
and dividing each total superficies by the number of years 
which were spent in the erection of each building, he 
obtains the average number of superficial feet of work per 
year in each ; and lastly, taking the average of these num- 
bers, he obtains the average yearly work of any Cathedral 
in superficial feet. By this means he ascertains, that the 
average yearly amount of work in the Cathedrals which he 
has selected was in round numbers 5,000 superficial feet. 
For example : 





Yc«ra. 


Total 
aupoifldo. 


Supcrfioiaa 
yearly. 


Canterbury 

Salisbury 

Ely Presbytery . . . 
Ely Octagon . . . . 
Westminster . . . . 
Exeter 


8 
40 
17 

6 
40 
80 


10S694 
255-730 
38054 
14380 
185-205 
136-644 


12-837 
6-393 
2-238 
2-397 
4-630 
1-708 


Total. 
Average yearly su 


perficie 




30 203 
5-034 



YORK FABRIC ROLLS. 

Then, applying this average to what he calls 
presbytery and the Choir of the Cathedral of York, the 
superficies of which he says he has ascertained, he finds 
that nine years would be required for the work of the 
presbytery, and eleven for that of the Choir proper, or 
twenty years for the whole Choir. For example : 



TORK CATHEDRAL. 


Toul 


Y™ra 






Transepts 

Nave 

Preabytery .... 
Choir . . 

Total 


68-493 
82056 
46'255 
53188 


la 

16 
9 

11 


239-998 


48 



4 



To the calculation that if we can have a certain quantity 
of work completed in one year, we may have as much of 
similar work, all circumstances remaining the same, com- 
pleted in another year, no one cau reasonably object. 

Having found by his quotient that twenty years would 
be a sufficient period for the erection of the whole Choir of 
the Cathedral of York, he then proceeds inversely to 
demonstrate that the superficies of the Choir, divided by 
twenty, prodiiee 2,659 as the number of superficial feet of 
walUng which ought to have been completed annually. For 
example, ("^ = 2,G59.") 

But 53,188 is not the number he ought to have divided 
by 20, as the period of twenty years embraces the time 
spent in the erection of both presbytery and Choir, and 
justice requires that the number 46,255, the superficies of 
the presbytery, ought to have been added to the number 
53,188, the superficies of the Choir proper, to form the 
dividend for the divisor 20. For, it is evident, that the 
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dividing of the superficies of the Choir portion alone, by 
the uiiinl)cr of years he imagines necessajy to buUd the 
whole Choir, or presbytery and Choir, produces an erroneous 
and rfeceipiffy quotient for the iufonnation and guidance of 
the public. Had the omission of the superficies of the 
presbytery not been made, the dividend would have been 
not 53,188, but 99,443, and this being divided by 20 
would have given not 2,659, but 4,972, as the number of 
square superficial feet of Fabric masonry required to be 
completed in one year. But the true quotient would have 
frustrated the Professor's calcidating ideas, and confounded 
his stated conclusions, 

I have said that the Professor's calculation cannot be 
objected to (when properly carried out) provided the 
circumstances remain the same. Now the chief oircum- 
gtance thot muet necessarily be taken into consideration, 
and which altogether upsets the Professor's theory, in this 
present instance, is 



The Anncal Fabric Expenditure, 

which was not always the same, but was, as I shall pre- 
sently show, very variable. 

To produce annually the Professor's 5,000, or rather 
4,973 feet of building, a large sum of money would be 
required ; a larger sum certainly than was ever regularly 
apphed to the Fabric of the Choir of York Cathedral. 
The sum annually expended upon the Church generally de- 
pended upon the available fund. This varied very much, 
according as it was augmented by contributions, or kept 
doim by the want of them. The greatest amount which 
1 have discovered, taken from the available fimd for one 
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year, viz., 1370, (without deducting for liabilities, but in- 
cluding the Archbishop's donation of two hundred pounds) 
was £627 9a. 4d, ; and the lowest amount discovered, 
without the same necessary deductions, was £227 IQs. Id.* 
The deductions to which the Fabric fund was annually 
liable, were for repairs of the Fabric property, Obits, 
Chantries, Tenths of Rents, Officers' Wages, &c., as shewn J 
at page 221 of my History, 

The annual average sum expended upon Uabihties 
during the years 1443, 1446, 1457, 1472, and 1479, 
(being the only liabilities which I have copied) amounted 
to £119 7s. 0-|d., and taking this sum as the average 
for other years (which I think we may fairly do), and 
deducting it from the Fabric expenditure in any given 
year, we shall then be able to find the probable amount 
spent solely upon the Fabric during that year. Thu3, 
deducting £119 7s. Qid. from £027 93. 4d., the expendi- 
ture of the yeai' 1370 (the greatest known amount for one 
year), we have the sum of £503 2s. 3-|d. remaining, as 
having been applied to the use of the Fabric during that 
year, and in the same manner deducting the same average 
from £227 19s. Id., the expenditure of the year 1485 
(the smallest discovered amount for one year), we have 
remaining for the use of the Fabric during that year only I 
£108 129. Qid. 

Let us now suppose, if you choose, the annud average 
sum for expenditure upon the property of the Church, and 

* This Bum belongs to the year 1485, (during which year Professor 
WiUia ima^nea that the niaaons were employed in making crocketa and 
gargilla for the Choir and preabyteiy, and the carpentera engaged on 
one of the wooden vaults, aee Willia, note p. 88) and ahowa that the 
Professor is not correct in stitttng that the expenditure " netMr ia 
than i23&." (See Willis, note A, p. 57). 
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other liabilities, to have been less than £119 7s, O^d., 
namely, £114, and take for exaiiiple the suma of expendi- 
ture found in the twenty-five Fabric Rolls (the only ones 
discovered) between the years 1423 and 1518, and deduct 
from them this reduced average sum for liabihtes, we shall 
then have remaining the small annual average sum of 
£160 for the use of the Fabric during these years: 
furthermore, if we examine the amounts expended solely 
upon the Fabric (as discovered in the Fabric Rolls) for the 
first fifty years after Thoresby's death, we shall fiud that 
they did not exceed the annual average sum of £370, 
Therefore we may safely conclude the amount expended 
upon the Fabric averaged between £370 and £110 
annually. 

It is evident, then, tliat Professor Willis misquotes ray 
work when he says the animal expenditure was aa high as 
£627, and never leas than £235. * (See my History, pp. 
168, 249.) Surely, he cannot have observed the meaning 
of the words " Burthens and Fabric Expenses, " or 
"Liabilities and Expenditiu-e," the sums of which I have 
given at p. 221, attached to each item ; and at pp. 236, 
237, and 257, I have given their respective amounts for 
each year. 

It is clear, therefore, from these conclusions drawn 
from the Fabric Rolls, that the largest sum expended was 
£508 23. 3^d. ; this was during Thoresby's mimificent 
days ; and that afterwards, as we may reasonably suppose, 
the annual sum expended on the Fabric varied from £370 
to £110. On the presbytery of Ely, with an annual 
expenditure of £318, there were only 2,238 superficial 
feet of work completed; and at Exeter, with an average 
* WilliB. p. 87. 
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annual amount of expenditure between £384 and £156, 
only 1,70S. How cau it be said then, that at York, 
with an annual expenditure of between £370 and £110 
only, there would have been completed no less than 5,000 
square feet of Fabric walling ? I conceive that the calcula- 
tions of the learned Professor are entirely erroneous, and 
his ideas regarding the Fabric fund fallacious, and I con- 
aider myself perfectly justified in maintaining that the 
whole Choir at York was not completed in twenty years, 
namely, nine years for the presbytery, and eleven for the 
choral portion. 

Again, supposing that the annual sums expended upon 
the Fabric of the Choir had averaged the large amounts 
stated by Professor Willis, namely, as high as £627 and 
never less than £235, undoubtedly, the Fabric Rolls would 
give us a proportionate number of masons eraployedj 
whereas they show us that the number in Thoresby's 
days (1371) was only thirty-five; and that the average 
in the fifty years after Thoresby's death amounted only 
to twenty-nine ; and in the twenty-five Fabric Rolls 
between the years 1423 and 1518 we find the annual 
average number to be about ten. Tlius proving that the 
general average of masons employed for the Fabric fluc- 
tuated a little above twenty-eight, and below ten, a number 
of workmen undoubtedly inadequate to produce annually 
the 5,000 feet of walling, but quite as many as the funds 
of the Fabric would permit to be employed. 

If I may be allowed to express an opinion as to the 
annual average amount of money spent upon York Cathe- 
dral, I should say it would be about £220, whilst upon 
Exeter it was £270, and £318 upon Ely. 

The York annual average sum was seemingly about four- 
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fifths of the average sum spent on Exeter ; and therefore, 
if at Exeter only 1,708 superficial feet of work would be 
produced annually, at York by the same principle there 
would be only about 1,366 feet; and if the Professor's 
superficies of the whole Choir (99,443 feet) be then divided 
by 1,366, we shall have for the quotient, or time occupied 
in the erection of the whole Choir, nearly seventy-three 
years, that is about thirty-four for the presbytery, and 
about thirty-nine for the choral part. 

Again, the medium sum spent upon York Cathedral, was 
a little more than four-sixths of the annual sum spent upon 
the presbytery of Ely, and if a corresponding quantity of 
the amount of work produced yearly at Ely, viz., 1,492 
feet, be made the divisor of the Professor's superficies of 
the whole Chou: at York, we shall have about sixty-seven 
years given us as the period of its erection. Thus far, we 
have reasoned on the supposition, that the superficies of the 
Choir of York, as laid down by Professor WiUis, is a cor- 
rect measurement, but Sir, if your Secretary will cause 
true and correct measurements to be made, of the walls 
(including the deep and broad foundations) of the whole 
Choir, he will find that the presbytery contains 61,595 
superficial feet, and the choral portion 60,972, the united 
sums of which make 112,567 feet. If tins sum be then 
divided by the Ely divisor, he will find that nearly 76 
years would be spent on the stone walla of the whole 
Choir, tliat is, 33 years for the Professor's presbytery 
walls, and 41 years for the choral and Tower portion, 
without reckoning the time required for erecting the tem- 
porary Choir walls, the temporary offices of the Choir, the 
Crypt, the roofs, the battlements, the pinnacles, the spires, 
the vaults of the side aisles, and the vaulted ceihng of the 
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body of the Choir. Thus, it will be seen, that the various 
dates and conjectures, which I have in my History offered, 
on the progress and completion of the Choir are substan- 
tially correct, and even in perfect accordance with Professor 
Wilhs's method of ascertaining the quantity of building, 
which can be produced in one year, by a certam number 
of workmen, and a certain annual average usable fund. 



The Huddlestone Stone. 

At page 4 of the " Fabric Rolls," Mr. Raine seems to 
imagine, along with Professor WiUis,* that evidence is given 
in support of his, and Professor Willis' theory regarding 
Thorcsby's erection, by an examination of various parts of 
the Choir, and the finding of Huddlestone quarry stone in 
the eastern Transepts, and not in the presbytery. Now, 
unfortunately for my opponents, Huddlestone stone is 
found not only in the Transepts of the Choir, but also in 
the preshyteTif, and in sufficient quantity to show that when 
Thoresby died in 1373 the presbytery was far from being 



I was one of those who, in the year 1831, in company 
of Mr. John Scott, the master mason, and others well 
acquainted with Huddlestone atone, carefully examined 
the walls and other parts of the whole Choir, in order to 
obtain, by the absence or presence of Huddlestone stone, 
some collateral evidence with respect to the probable age 
of the structure ; for before that time the whole Choir had 

* The Profeaaor says, " The Nave and pvesbytery are conatnieted 
from the quarries of Thevesilale and BrHmham, and tbo Huddlestone 
v-aa brought into use after the presbytery waa erected." Vide p. 42. 
" And the Huddlestone waa firet cmplojed in the eastern transepts of 
the Ohoir, which, belong to the second period of the work, — and not 
elsewhere in its walla. " Willis'a History, pp. 43 — 43. 
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been considered to be of the same date, erected between 
1361 and 1373, under the superintendence of Archbishop 
Thoreaby. 

The examination of the Choir for Huddlestone stone 
was not restricted to the surface of the walls of the exterior 
of the building, but extended also to various parts of the 
interior, where Huddlestone stone was found to have been 
used during a period very much preceding that of its use 
for the exterior. 

By examination then made, and since repeated, it was 
discovered that the whole of tlie eastern compartment, and 
the east end wall of the presbytery, contain so much 
Huddlestone stone, that it is difficult to particularize the 
many parts where it exists. It was found among stone 
from Thevesdale and Bramhiyn Moor, in the sub-bases of 
the clerestory large piers, and in the vertical large mould- 
ings ; in the base and its respond of the north-east semi- 
pier, and also in the vertical mouldings and their responds ; 
in tlie ashlars, and mouldings of the panels on the side 
walls ; in the jambs and arches of the entrances in the 
angles to the staircases ; in the steps and the walling of 
the stairs ; in the passages crossing at the bottom of the 
east windows; in the reveals of the east large window, and 
in its attached mullions. The floor of the gallery, and its 
pierced parapet, which cross the east large window are 
entirely of Huddlestone stone, and it may be safely affirm- 
ed, that at least one-half of the east end wall, and its 
attached compartments, are of stone from that quarry. 
Huddlestone stone was also found in the walls of the south 
clerestory windows, and in the spandrels of the arch ter- 
minating, within the roof, the western extremity of the 
south aisle of the presbytery : and if my opponents will 
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undertake to examine attentively tlie eastern portion of the 
Choir, with the faciUtiea that would be afforded them, I 
have no doubt that larger quantities of Huddlestone stone 
would be discovered than I have been enabled to find. 

The earhest documentary evidence that stone was got 
for the Church from the Huddlestonc quarry is the follow- 
ing. On the 1st of April 14G5, an Indenture which had 
been held for the last eighty years, and bad expired, was 
renewed with Master William Malster, Prebendary of 
Fenton, for two acres of land, with its appurtenances, Ijong 
in the field of Huddlestone, near Shirburn, in Elmet, to 
be used as quarries for the Fabric of the Cathedral Church. 
The Dean and Chapter confirmed the Indenture on the 
12th day of April in the same year. * 

If then the Huddlestone quarry was not used for the 
Fabric of the Church before the year 1385 or 1386, it 
follows that those parts, at least, of the presbytery, where- 
in the Huddlestone stone is found, could not have been 
erected before one of these years ; thus this stone is of 
great value in obtaining a correct approximation to the 
true age of the various parts of the presbytery, and forma 
a valid testimony to prove that the eastern portion of the 
Choir, or presbytery, was not completed when Archbishop 
Thoresby died in 1373. 

It is true that the Archbishop and Chapter, when they 



* MS. in the Dean and Chepter's office, No. 20, M. 8 6 of Indenturee, 
also Hiatoiy, p. S4. The Church waa aJso indebted to tUc family of 
Langton for stone from the qunnics of HuddlcEtone, as Sir John . 
Loagton, Knight, rtinuwed an Indenture with the Dean and Chapter, 
touching certain bounds in the qunny of HuddleBlonc. Sir John died 
in 1453, and tho date of the Roll in which the Indenture is recorded 
wiLH probably 1448, tukiny tbc nanifS uf the maetcre mentioned in tho 
Boll us guides. 
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agreed in 1301 to begin the erection of a new Choir, also 
agreed that the Archbishop's old Hall and Chamber ad- 
joining, at Shirbuni) should be demolished, and the usable 
stones applied towards forwarding the erection of the new 
Choir (p. 54). But it cannot reasonably be supposed that 
the walla of an old Hall and Chamber would contain ashlar 
stones of any very large dimensions, very few, if any, 
measuring more than 2 feet 3 inches by 15 inches, whilst 
most of the stones which are found as binders, bonds, and 
prominent moulded parts, in the places I have mentioned, 
vary from 3 to 4 feet in length, according to the situations 
they occupy.* 

Unless then it can be shewn that Huddlestone stone is 
not to be found where, on the authority of three master 
masons, f I assert it is ; that the quarry was used for the 



* An oxamination of the first erectod poi-tion of tho Choir diaclosos 
the method by which it was erected, wliicU method is valuable not 
merely as connected with the exiatenue of stone from the Huddlestone 
quarry UBod therein, but valuable as exhibiting a judicious course of 
architectural proceeding- It ia evident that the outside wnUs and 
buttroBses, minus the eastern aroh or compartment and the east end, 
were first erected, and probably received tlieir cornice couraea, then the 
clerestory walls wcro raised to a considerable height, also minus the 
ccislem arch, theu the eastern compartments and the east end, were built 
minus the walls beneath the intended windows, and lastly, the walls 
beneatli the intended windows were conipleted to the sills. Thus every 
facility of egreea was given to the workmen, and timo was nffotded for 
the more ponderous parts of the edifice to shrink, before the lighter 
ones were attached. This niotle of pi'ocecding was the counterpart of 
that which had bean adopted at tlie west end of tlie Nave, and it was 
subsequently followed at the west end of tlio Choir. This discovery of 
tlie mode of procedure, accounts for the stone irom the Huddlestone 
quarries, being more abundantly found in the later built parts of the 
eastern portion of the pi-esbytery, than in the earlier ones. 

f Besides the examination made under the guiilanoe of Mr. John 
Scott, master mason, in 18^1, subsequent extensive examinations have 
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edifice much earlier than is indicutcd by any known exist* 
ing document ; that the atones obtained from the walls of 
the old Hall and Chamber at Shirburn, were of dimensiona 
corresponding to the sizes of the Huddlestone stones found 
in the Fabric in the places mentioned, and that such old 
stones were of a value and quality equal to newly quarried 
ones, I shall continue to think myself justified in adhering 
to the matter recorded in the various Registers of the 
Church, and also in maintaining that Professor WilHs'a 
examination was made on too limited a scale, and in 
asserting in conclusion, that when Arclibishop Thoresby 
died the walls of that portion of the Clioir which he began 
were not very far advanced. 

The Accodnt op Archbishop Tqoresby's Acts, 

The next subject of importance which is advanced to 
controvert the dates and conjectures which I have given 
concerning the entire Choir of the Cathedral, is an account 
of Archbishop Thoresby and some of the acts of his life, 
as added to the Uves of the former Archbishops of the See, 
and published by Twysden in his " Historias Anghcanae 
Deccm Scriptorcs." 

Who the individual was who first wrote the accoimt of 
the acts of Archbishop Thoresby, it is of httle consequence 
on the present occasion to examine, especially as I have in 
my History endeavoured to discover him, and without 
success ; suffice it to say that he is known now as the 

been carefully mado, and large quantities of Huddlcatone stone ex- 
posed, by the )dnd and valuable assistance of Mr. David Bannister, 
the last, and Mr. Thomas Temple, the present master mason of tho 
Ciithcdral. 
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anonymous writer. The time when the account was 
written is also an uncertainty : it probably was penned in 
the early part of the fifteenth centiu-y, as there ia in the 
possession of the Lord Mayor and Corporation of York, 
a MS, copy of the lives of the Archbishops of York, 
written by Roger de Burton, Town Clerk, in the year 
1421, in which is the same account now attributed to an 
anonymous individual. 

In the writer's series of acts there are several distinct 
itema or statements, which deserve special attention and 
careful consideration, as I conceive I can estabhsh the fact, 
that error prevails in many of them. 

The FinsT item states, "In the 10//* year, therC' 
/ore of his (Thoresby's) Pontificate, namely, on the Zrd 
of the Calends of August he began the Fabrie of the new 
Choir of his Church of Si. Peter at York, with the com- 
mon consent of his Chapter, which Fabric, at the laying 
of the first stone, he endowed with 100 marks, given out 
of his own money." * Now the agreement for the com- 
mencement of a new Choir is dated the twentieth day of 
July 1301,t and the first stone was laid by the Archbishop, 
on the tenth day after making the agreement, namely, on 
tho 30th day of July 13G1, and he issued to his Receiver 
the following, " Health, grace, aiul benediction. We have 
granted to the Fabric of the Cathedral Church at York, 
which has been newly begun, one hundred marks sterling 
towards laying the first stone, there laid by us. Wherefore 
we command you that immediately upon sight of these 

* " Anno pontifinntuB sui x, viz,, iij calend. Auguati, novi choii 

8U» ooclesiie beati Petri Ebortic fnbricmn inphoavit, conirauni capiUili 
Bui Bssensu. qaaia in primi pnsitionc kpUis cc^utuni inari:ia da suo 
proprio datis dotavit," Stubba. p. 1733. 

t See Indenture, p. 52. 
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presents, you pay the said one hundred marks to Sir John 
de Codyngham, Keeper of the said Fabric, receiving from 
the said person an acquittance testifying the payment of 
the said one hundred marks, by which, and by shewing 
these presents, we will take care that the said one hundred 
marks be placed to your account. Tarewell. Dated at 
Cawood, August 1st, a. d, 1361." * These dates belong 
to the ninth year of the Archbishop's Translation, which 
was not completed until October. Consequently, the 
anonymous writer is proved, in this instance, to have given 
an erroneous statement, by saying that the Archbishop 
" be^an the new Choir in his tenth." 

The second item states, " (hat whilst he (the Arch- 
bishop) iived he paid yearly to the said Fabric £200. "t 
The Archbishop, as I have remarked, laid the first stone of 
the new Choir in the ninth year of his Pontificate, and he 
died in his twenty-second, aud in the mean time he contri- 
buted for nine years of that period, by half-yearly donations, 
the sum of £200. During his ninth year he contributed 
only £116 13s. 4d,| and during his tenth be paid £20 for 
twenty-four oaks for the Fabric, and gave £100. In his 
eleventh year he contributed only £100,^ and during hia 
twenty -first only one hundred pounds; and he seems to have 
reserved to himself the right of expending a portion or 
portions of his donations to the F'abric, as he might 
think proper to direct. Thus, on the 18th day of February 
1368, he ordered his Receiver to pay to Master Robert de 
Patryngton, master mason of the Fabric of the new Choir 



* Thoreaby's RegiHtar, fol. 318. 
t "El sic postca annufttiin dum 
libras pereolvebat." Hjid, 

\ Thoresbj's Reg, fol 310, 6, 317 a 



., fflbricic priEilicta! ducontas 
§ IbiJ., fo!. 31B. 
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of his Church at York, on account of the working of six 
marble stones, to be prepared, by him for the tombs of his 
predecessors, £10, out of the £L00 to be given by him to 
the said Fabric, at Easter next ensuing. * From these 
entries it is evident, that the anonymous M'riter makes an 
erroneous assertion, by stating that from the layhig of the 
foimdation stone of the new Choir, the Archbishop con- 
tributed to the Fabric £200 annually during his life, f 

The fourth item states, " And the same Archbishop, 

I as a true lover of the Virgin, completed a Chapel of the 

said Mother of God, and Virgin Mary, with admirable 

sculptvred work and beautiful painting." \ This statement 

of the anonymous writer, seems to many persons, to form 

" Gordian Knot," for the loosing of which, there has 
not been found, any recorded fact in the Registers of 
the Church. Where was the Chapel of the Bleased 
Virgin, which Thoresby finished with such beautiful work, 
is a question very commonly asked, and to which no other 
answer can be returned, than sucli as arises from mere 
hypotliesis, or from circumstantial deduction. 

From a misapplication of the measuring principle, joined 
with an erroneous annual average expenditure on the 
Fabric, Professor Willis is induced to believe, that the first 

* Thorosby's Register, fol, 325 a. See also document, p. 38. 

f In the Secretary's remarks at p. xv of his prefuca, couoeming the 
gifliB which Archbishop ThorcBby made to the Fabric, he Heems not to 
have been very particular, regarding what ontriee the Arthbialiop's 
Btigistcr presented, nor how he copied them, for some of his dates era 
innccurate, and the following items as gifts I cannot find recorded at 
»11 in the Register : 1368, March 8, lOOi. 1371, June IB, lOOJ. 1872, 
June 12, lOOi. 

; " Idem Tero ArchiepiBcopus ut verua amator Virginia oapeUum 
cgusdem dci genetricia ct Virginis Mariie mirabili arlis sculptura, at^iue 
DotAbiti piotura pei-egit" — Slubbs. 1733. 
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erected portion of the new Choir was completed in nine 
years, and that in it was placed the Lady-Chapel alluded 
to by the anonymous writer. He makes a statement which 
cannot be verified, and gives his own supposition instead 
of advancing matter of fact, for lie says at page 35 of his 
history, " And as one of his (the Archbishop's) especial 
objects was to provide a Lady-Chapel, he may be mep- 
posed to have fitted up this part of the building (the 
presbytery or first portion of the Choir) with carving, 
gilding, and painting, under his own superintendence ; " * 
and then in a note on the same page, he says, " We are 
not obliged to infer, that the carving and gilding was 
necessarily done in his (the Archbishop's) life-time, and 
under his own inspection." 

The latter remark of the learned Professor is certainly 
moat extraordinary, but nevertheless, it is in some sense, 
more satisfactory than the former. Without this explana- 
tion of the word superintendence, the reader would un- 
doubtedly have been led to conclude, that it was to be 
taken in its literal sense, and that the Professor really- 
meant, under his own inspection. Had however the Pro- 
fessor carefully read over Archbishop Thoresby's will, he 
would perhaps have modified his statement, and never have 
penned the note, as he would have learned, that the Arch- 
bishop had made no provision, for adorning a Chapel of the 
Blessed Virgin, with carving and gilding, after his death. 

* Pi-ofessor Willis, at p. 4i, lays it down as hla opinion. tliHt the aer- 
Tices of the Gliurch were ti'ansferred during Iltc building of tho second 
portion of the Choir to the Nave, and under tlie large Tower, on account 
of the unfinithed state of the lirfit portion or preBbytery (the (large Eaat 
Window not being as yet glazed). Does be tboa think it probable, that 
Archbishop Thoresby would have been so imprudent, as to finish a. 
Chapel with carving and gUdJng and painting right under the East 
Window, when that window was without glass? 
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Where the Professor discovered that it was one of the 
Archbishop's especial objects to provide a Lady-Chapel, 
he has not informed us ; certain it is that in the Indenture 
for a new Choir, there is no mention of an intended new 
Lady-Chapel. The Indenture, as given at page 54, states 
that " the appearance of the old Choir, compared with the 
magnificence of the new Nave, was thought to be meagre, 
and of too homely a structure, and considering that the 
Choir of a Church (which is more particularly appropriated 
to the offering of sacrifice, the salutary exercise of offices 
of pious expiation, and the performance of Divine worship,) 
should he adorned with becoming workmanship ; and that 
as there was no place in the said Church suitable for the 
becoming celebration of the Mass (in honour) of the 
glorious Virgin Mary, tlie Mother of God, wliich teas 
appointed to be daily celebrated in the said Church, there- 
fore they (the Archbishop and the venerable Chapter of 
the Church at York,) consented and unanimously agreed 
to begin the erection of a ' new Choir,' " which was begun 
accordingly. Nothing can be plainer than these words, 
which record the reasons for the building which they 
resolved to begin. 

To assist the undertaking the Archbishop issued an 
Indulgence, wherein he says, " We have begun to erect a 
new Choir of suitable extent and eminent beauty ; " and 
the Dean and Chapter, in a letter for obtaining donations 
to the Fabric in the Archdeaconry of the East Riding, say, 
" W^e have begnn to build anew a Choir of workmanship 
not a httle costly ; " and again, entreating Pope Urban the 
Fifth to grant assistance to the Fabric, they say, tliat they 
" did begin to erect a new Choir of great beauty and 
costly workmanship." 
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Now, as I have already said, neither at the time when 
it was determined that a new Choir should be commenced, 
nor afterwards, was there the least word recorded, or the 
least iusiiiiiation made, by the Archbishop or any other 
person, that a portion of the new Choir sliould be assigned 
as a Chapel in honour, and under the patronage of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. In the Indenture it is regretted 
(among other things) that there is no place suited for the 
becoming celebration of the Mass {in honour) of the 
Blessed Virgin which had to be daily celebrated, and in 
order that there might be such a place, it was resolved, 
not to set aside a portion of the new Choir as a Lady- 
Chapel, but to erect a new Choir, such a Choir as should be 
suitable for this as well as the other services of the Church. 

In order the more clearly to understand the words of 
the Indenture relating to tlie daily Mass (in honour) of the 
Blessed Virgin, and why the fact of there being no suitable 
place for that Mass was niEide one of the great reasons for 
erecting a new Choir, it must be known that the Cathedral 
Church at York and its high Altar, or Altar of the Choir, 
were placed under the special patronage of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and the glorious Apostles SS. Peter and 
Paul ; * that at the said high Altar, and at no other, the 
community or Chapter Moss (the one spoken of in the 
Indenture) waa dail^ celebrated in honour and to obtain 
the protection of the Blessed Virgin ; f and that to this 
Altar there was daily carried in procession from the Vestry 

* Thore3bj-"8 RegiHt., fol. 61 b. 

t According to the atatutea of tlie Cathedral, fol. 10 6, UiG High Mass 
OTBH attached to the miyor, and the Chapter Maas to the minor hours, 
and the Chaplains of the Chantries in the Church, wei-e obliged daily 
to attend the Chupter Maaa, before the; oclebl'atcd in then' own chautiy 
Chapda. Kegiat., x a, fol. ID, 
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an image of the Blessed Virgin and Child of silver gilt, 
borne by the hands of the Canon who sang the daily 
Mass. * At the south end of the same high Altar stood 
a statue of the Blessed Virgin, + before which two wax 
candles were lighted, and burned during Mass and the 
other Divine offices, I At the same Altar, also, Ordinations 
of Priests, Deacons, and Sub-Deacons, frequently took 
place. ^ To adorn the high Altar of the Blessed Virgin, 
Thomas Greenwood, Canon Residentiary, by will dated 
20th day of April, 1421, gave two great silver doublers 
and six dishes engraven with the arms of Lord de Ros : || 
and offerings to the Church were frequently made for the 
honour of the Blessed Virgin, St. Peter, St. William, and 
all the Saints, f 

Whilst the Blessed Virgin was the special patroness of 
the Cathedral, Saint Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, was 
the special patron, but there was no daily Mass appointed 
to be celebrated in his honoiu:. Nevertheless, an image of 
him was placed at the north end of the high Altar, * * 
and before that image burned one wax candle, + f 1'he 
Cathedral Church was sometimes called the Monastery 
of the Blessed Mary, \ J sometimes the Monastery of St. 



* Imago B. Marim argontea deaurata portans puerum, cum lapido 
Bapliyro in mami Bua, quam elidomedorius portat cotidio ad MiHsam ad 
Gummum Altare, ponderans 5 librns, 11 unoiaa. Mon. Anglie. vol. viii., 
1204. Dr. Hock's Church of our FaUjers, vol. iii,, part 1, p. 283. 

I EegiBt. B y, fol. 390 b ; aiao V c, fol. 154 b. 

I Statnta Bccles. Catli. Eborum, fol. 7 b. In 1019 complaint waa 
made that " One of ye basjua afor the hegh auter v^. y oandelse afor 
our Lady of the southayde, ahould bo Liglitu all tymes of aervea, wliich 
is sum tfme not done." . 

5 Kemp's Regiat., lath April, 1438. 1| Rogist. B y, fol. 203. 

H Dainbrig's Regist, fol. 136. * * Fabric Compotua, a. d. 1482. 

H SUituta liccl, Cttth. Eborum, fol. 7 b. J ; Ecgiat. B y, fol. S03. 
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Peter, * and generally in the Fabric Accounts the Monass* 
tery, and lastly, the " Myiiater." f 

Having made these few remarks on the words of the 
Indenture for the new Choir, and the high Altar of the 
iJIessed Virgin, or liigh Altar of the Church in the Choir, 
I will resume my examination of the truth of the statement 
of the anonymous writer regarding the Chapel of the 
Blessed Virgin, which he says Archljisliop Thoresliy com- 
pleted " with admirable sculpture and painting." 

I have already shown that it was impossible through 
want of available funds, and other aids, that the walls 
of the presbytery, or eastern portion of the Choh, could 
have been anything hke completed at the time of the 
Archbishop's death, and therefore, I must consider the 
statement of the anonymous writer as erroneous, unless it 
is intended to refer to the highly esteemed Chapel of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary adjoining the Nave, which Chapel 
Archbishop Thoresby may possibly have comj^leted. 

This Chapel, which was the presiding Archbishop's, had 
suffered much curtaihnent on the enlarging of the Nave 
of the Church. To what extent its fabric was injured, 
and when its injured parts were repaired, is unknown, J 
Archbishop Melton granted, in the year 1333, a hcence 
for the taking of the additional land, lying beyond the 
gates of the Palace of York, and reaching from the walls 
of the Church uuto the old gates of the Palace, for 
the erection or extension of habitations for the Ministers 
of the said Chapel ; % but neither Melton nor Zouche 

* EegiBt. B y, fol. 213 h ; also an 6. 
t Bouk of Wills, D 6, fol. 321 h. 

\ At p. n^l of my Hiatory a plan is given, made from careful cxcava- 
tiona, ahawing to wliat extent the Oliopcl was probably abriJged. 
§ Meltoti'B Regist, fol. i07 b. 
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are found assisting in the erection of apartraeats, for the 
accommodation of the Ministers of the Chapel, or in 
repairing and adorning of the Chapel itself. The annual 
revenue for the repairs of the Chapel, and its annexed 
apartments amounted only to about £4 10s. 3d, ;* and 
although the most necessary repairs would be proceeded 
with without delay, yet nothing of extraordinary workman- 
ship or decoration could be effected without extra aid to 
the funds. 

It is very probable that the Chapel was not completed 
with its internal adornments, when the munifiamt Thoresby 
entered on his Pontificate, and since he zealously used his 
means to complete the Nave, and to advance the fabric of 
the new Choir of the Church, to build the Hospitimn, and 
a Chamber at Bishopthorpe, to effect great improvements 
at Beverley, RipoUj Cawood, &c., it cannot be reasonably 
imagined that he who was a true lover of the Blessed 
Virgin would neglect the completion of his Chapel of the 
Blessed Virgin, if its fabric needed funds, or was wanting 
in interior decoration. 

This Chapel was founded, built, and dedicated, by Arch- 
bishop Roger, in honour of the Blessed Mary, Mother of 
God, and of the Holy Angels, to sustain for ever four 
Priests, four Deacons, and four Sub-Deacons, and a Sacrist, 
for the celebration of Divine services, to the eternal honour 
of God, " He glory of his successors " in the See, and the 
remission of his own sins. He endowed the Chapel with 
no less than eleven Churches ; five of which were his own 
gift, and the rest he obtained from some of the faithful of 
his diocese. + 

* HiBtory, note p. IS]. 
t SlubboB, ViL Pontiff. Ebor. in Vit. Rogeri. 
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Archbishop Sewall established funds in this Chapel tot ' 
two other Priests, above the regular number, who, having 
their respective Deacon and Sub-Deacon, should there 
celebrate daily for the dead, whilst the rest of the Canons 
and Ministers of the Chapel should say, Placebo, Birige, 
fyc, or office of the dead. These duties were ratified and 
confirmed by Archbishop Thoreahy, on the 26th day of 
November, 1356. * 

In this Chapel the sacred duties of the Cathedral 
peculiar to Maunday Thursday were performed, and into 
it, the Ministers belonging to the Choir of the Cathedral 
retired, to perform the duties of the Choir on special 
occasions, as shown at page 67. 

Regarding this Chapel I will here quote, iu conclusion, 
the remark made by the learned Antiquary, Thoresby, iu 
his Diary. It is, in my opinion, of very great importance 
in the present enquiry, and materially supports me in my 
supposition, that this Chapel of the Blessed Virgin might 
possibly be the one which Thoresby adorned with piunting, 
carving, and gilding, if he did finish and adorn a Chapel. 
In vol. 1, p. 214, Thoresby states, that on the morning 
of the 13th of October, a. d. 1691, he "Rode to York, 
where at the Minster, enquiring for the Lady's Chapel, 
(now ruinated) where Archbishop Tlioreshy loas interred, 
8fc." Now, as at the time, when the learned Antiquary 
made his visit, tlie Lady- Chapel attached to the Nave of 
the Church would be ruinated, and as the Percy's Chantry 
Chapel of the Blessed Mary, in the presbytery, or east 
end of the Choir, would not be ruinated, nor its enclosure 
molested, (nor was it until the beginning of the next c 
tury,) it seems highly propable that the Lady-( 
* Alex. Nevil's Rcgiat, jiari f rimn. fol. 2 b. 
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attached to tlie Nave was the Chapel in which the learned 
Thoresby considered that the Archbishop was buried ; * 
and although very shortly after the visit, Mr. Thoresby 
and Mr. Torre became intimately acquainted, nevertheless, 
it does not appear that Mr. Torre changed Thoresby's 
ideas concerning the site of the Chapel of the Blessed 
Mary, and the interment of Archbishop Thoresby. 

In the collection of antiquities in the possession of Mr. 
Thoresby, was a marble arch, presented to him by Dr. 
Bowhng of York, and thus noticed : "An Arch of Marble, 
" of very curious workmanship, which once belonged to a 
"Shrine in the Lady% Chapel at York Minster, which 
" Archbishop Thoresby (as Bishop Godwin tells us) adorned 
" with images and pictures of excellent workmanship ; and 
" removing the bodies of several of his predecessors, which 
" were biu-ied scatteringly about the Church, entombed 
" them there in seemly manner, leaving a place for himself 
"in the middle. This Chapel without any regard to the 
" venerable remains of the fomiders of that noble Cathe- 
" dral (one of the most glorious under the cove of Heaven) 
"was destroyed at the Reformation. Yet even then this 
" noble Monument found so much favour for the delicate 
" workmanship thereof, as to be spared, and was enclosed 
" betwixt two walls in a private house in that neighbour- 
" hood ; where being discovered of late years, it was sold 
"by parcels to statuaries, and others, for common use; 
" and large pieces of very curious carvings lay exposed in 



• Mr. Gent, at p. 21, ia his History, (publishod 1730.) snya "people 
called this Chapel ' Tbe Lady's Chapel,' because of the Virgin's Image 
over the Door : and they seem to confirm it, because the North West 
Bteeple is nailed at this time ' tbe Lady-Bell Steeple.' It ia said also 
that an Aj/cbbishop or two have been bury'd in tbe Cbapel aforesaid." 
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*' the Precentor's Lane, where I have often beheld them 
"with admiration, and been reminded of that of the 
" Psalmist, ' A man was famous according aa he had hfted 
" up axes upon the tliick tree ; but now they break down 
" the carved work thereof with axes and hammers.' 
"Pa. 74,6,7."* 

In the summer of 1835, aa Frederick Swineard, Esq., 
surgeon, residing in Precentor's Court, within the close of 
the Cathedral, was having a drain made from his house, 
the workmen disinterred twelve or thirteen portions of 
beautiful and minutely sculptured fragmeuta of blue vari- 
egated marble, some of which were heads or ai'ches of 
niches. These fragments are supposed to be some of those 
which Dr. Bowling describes as " once belonging to a 
Shrine in the Lady's Chapel at York Cathedral, and 
destroyed at the Reformation ; " and from their quantity, 
size, and workmanship, they certainly could never have 
belonged to the Chantry Chapel of the Blessed Virgin, 
assigned and ordained for the benefit of the Percy family, 
situate at the East end of the Choir. + 

In conclusion, I wish it to be understood, that these 
facta are not brought forward to prove that Archbishop 
Thorcsby did really complete this Chapel, built and 
endowed for the glory of the Archbishops, with carving 
and gilding, but simply to show to what Chapel the state- 
ment of the anonymous writer may and in my opinion 
must refer, if his statement is to be relied upon as authen- 
tic. It certainly cannot refer to any erection in the new 
Chou", as I have sufficiently proved. 

*■ Thoresby Ducatua Leodiensis, London, 1715, fol. DOT, also Xxmdon, 
IRIO, p. 115. 

t Several of the fi-agnients are now in the poBseBsion of the Yorlishire 
Philosophical Society, aiid placed in the Hospitiuin of tlie Musii 
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The riFTH item states, "And in the same place (the 
Archbishop,) did cause the bodies of many of his venerable 
predecessors, tramlated from the Choir above, to he entomb- 
ed at his own cost."* This item has direct reference to 
the same disputed Lady-Chapel spoken of in the anony- 
mous writer's last item, and is considered by those who 
are opposed to my account of the erection of the Choir, as 
proving almost to a certainty that Thoresby completed a 
Chapel of the Blessed Vu'gin in the eastern portion of the 
Choir. I will notice as briefly as I can the probabilities 
and improbabilities of the statement contained in the item, 
and examine the arguments advanced in support of my 
opponents' mterpretation of it, and I flatter myself that I 
shall be able to prove the statement, if intended to refer to 
the Eastern portion of the Choir, very doubtful if not 
erroneous, and the arguments in favour of that interpre- 
tation of no weight. 

It is stated, that Archbishop Thoresby caused the bodies 
of many of his predecessors, to be translated from the 
Choir, and entombed in the Chapel which he completed. 
In the first place then, who were those who fonued the 
many, and whose bodies were translated from the Choir ? 
In answer to this question we have neither documentary 
nor traditional evidence. History uiforms us that Aldred, 
Thomas the First, Gerard, and Thomas the Second, were 
buried near each other ; f and that these and Murdak were 
interred in the body of the Church, prior to the erection of 
the Choir by Archbishop Roger. 



* " Ibique plurimorum voiierabiiuim pontificum priL'deiio 
Buonint dorpora a choro supmus traosltttn, propnis cypcnsia fecit 
tumulari." 

t Stubba— ITia, Ac. 
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Who then translated these Arclibishops, or any of them, 
or the bodies of any others, into Roger's Choir? Did 
Roger or any of his successors in the See ? History 
certainly does not tell us so, nor is there any recorded 
evidence to warrant such a supposition. Bishop Godwin 
speaks of the translation by Archbishop Thoresby of 
several of his (the Archbishop's) predecessors, but dis- 
tinctly says tliat " theif lay (prior to translation) scattered 
about the Church.* And from the discoveries made by the 
excavations subsequent to the fire of 1829, it was clearly 
proved to he quite impossible, that there ever could have 
been any coffins, among the stone haunches of the vaulted 
Crypt of Roger's Choir. 

In this investigation, it is necessary that the floors or 
pavements of each and all the various parts of the Church, 
which existed previous to the erection of the present 
edifice, should be taken into consideration, as the bodies of 
persons buried within the old Church were interred beneath 
one or other of these pavements, and the great alterations 
made in them, must have atFected more or less these inter- 
ments. This consideration will materially assist us to 
discover where it was possible, and where impossible, for 
bodies to have been interred. 

The oldest part of the present edifice is the large 
Transept, composed of the north and south Transepts. Its 
pavement seems to be about the same height, from the sole 
of the exterior walling, as that of the previous structure, 
1. e., about four feet, and consequently, if any interments 
were made in the old pavement, they would not be liable 
to be disturbed during the erectien of the present Transept. 




1 tumuli eccloe 
&o., Ed. X«iid. 1015, p. f 



e occupiibant." De Pi'L'aiilibiis, 
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The pavement of the old Nave appears to have been 
level with the sole of the exterior wall, or about four feet 
lower thau the floor of the Transepts. In this pavement, 
St. William and undoubtedly several other illustrious 
Archbishops and eminent individuals were interred, and 
when the present enlarged Nave was completed, and its 
pavement raised to the same level as that of the Transepts, 
the covers of the tombs would undoubtedly be either en- 
tirely removed,* or raised and replaced, or new ones laid 
in their stead. 

The lowest part of the pavement of the old Choir was at 
least eight feet above that of the Transepts, or about twelve 
feet above the sole of the exterior wall. + At its west end 
there was an area of about twenty-seven feet in breadth, on 
which were the Canons', Prebendaries', and Vicars' stalls, 
and in its centre was a descending series of steps to the 
Crypt. This area was filled with earth, and tlie small por- 
tion unoccupied by stalls might admit of an interment or 
two, and only one or two, but we have no authentic evidence 
that any interment was ever made. All the other parts of 
the pavement rested upon the stone vaults of the Crypt ; 
among the haunches of which, as 1 have already said, it is 
impossible that any coffins could have been placed. 

If any interments had been made in the small space of 
the area of the old Choir, between the opposite seats of 
the ministers, it would be necessary on the formation of 
the western portion of the present Choir, when the area 

* The ceiling of the passago that leads ocrosB tho east end of the 
Choir is formed chieil; of aneiettl tomb-ttones. adorned with Toriod formed 



t The nrmngement of the respectiTO levels of tile Nave, Crypt, and 
Choir, was (about) tho same as at Canterbury Cathedi-al. Vide Willia's 
York Cathedral, p, tl. 
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was lowered to an extent of about eight feet, to remove aH ' 
bodies interred therein. Aa however this alteration would 
not be made till the western portion of the old Choir was 
demolished, in the early part of the fifteenth ccntuiy, it 
seems very improbable that any bodies would be translated 
firoTu this quiet place, in the days of Arclibishop Thoresby, 
to an accumuhiting heap of masons' chippings and other 
rubbish, in the portion of the new Choir, then in course of 
erection. 

The pavement of the eastern portion or presbytery of the 
new Choir, (ineluding both side aisles and centre space,) 
was raised by means of earth and rubbish to the extent of 
seven feet, so as to be on the samg level as the pavement 
of the Transept, and in this newly formed ground inter- 
ments were subsequently permitted, the oldest of which, 
on authentic record, is that of Archbishop Scrope in 1405. 

From these facts, and the imdeniable evidence I have 
here produced, I feel myself justified in concluding that 
the statement of the anonymous writer, wherein he says 
that the bodies were translated from the Choir, \s 

BBRONKOUS. 

Having proceeded thus far, 1 presume satisfactorily, I 
win now examine the statement as to the fact of the 
translation. i)z'rf Archbishop Thoresby translate the bodies 
of any of his predecessors ? If so, what were their names, 
and into what portion of the Church did he translate 
them ? In answer to these questions, my opponents, 
having no authentic record on which to rely for their 
authority in upholding the statement of the anonymous 
writer, point to an entry in Leland's Itinerary, (Tom. viii, 
p. 15,) which they say not only gives the names of the 
individual Archbishops who were translated by Thoresby, 





THE CHOIR. Ill 

but also distinctly records them as being entombed in the 
East end of the Choir. The names are these : Gerard, 
Thomas the Secondj Henry Murdac, Walter Giffard, and 
John Komaiu. 

Now Aldred, Thomas the First, Gerard, and Thomas 
the Second, are recorded in the ancient chronicles as 
being buried next each other, is it not then extraordi- 
nary that Gerard, and Thomas the Second, should have 
been translated, and Thomas the First, and Aldred, their 
companions in death, left unnoticed ? Again, Giffard, 
Romain, and Newark, were bm-ied near each other, but 
Newark was not allowed the honour of a translation. 

The entry referred to, (as corrected by the Editor's 
notes, Heame's edition,) is as follows : 

Sepul. Archiepiscoporum in orient, parte ecclesia;. 

Walterus Gisfart oSiie 1. Cal. May anno Bom. 1277. 

Henry Murdak oUit anno Dom. 1153. 

Gerardus obiit 13. Cal. Jun. anno Dom. 1108. 

Defuit inscriptio. 

Johannes de Thoresby, quondam Menevensis, postea 
Wigorn. & Ebor. Jrckiejnscopws, qai fahricam 
obiil 6. die Novembre anno Dmn. 1373. 

Thomas Junior obiit anno Dom. 1113. 5. Idua Mart. 

Johan, Romanus obiit anno Dom. 1295. 

Professor Willis says of this memorandum, that " from 
the nature of it, it was evidently written by Leland as he 
went the round of the Church, and not from any manu- 
.script record, but from the stones themselves, in the order, 
in which he observed them." • But does not the remark 

* WilliH'a Histoiy of Tort Cathedral, p, 33, 
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" Defuit inscriptio " shew, tlmt if the memorandum i 
written upon the spot, it was trau8cril)cd by him some 
time afterwards ? He would hardly have used such an 
expression if the stone was before him. 

Moreover, if written by Leland as he went the round of 
the Church, how Iiappens it that so many deficiencies and 
inaccuracies are found in the dates? I cannot suppose for 
a moment that Professor WOha, or any one else at all 
acquainted with ancient ecclesiastical inscriptions, could 
seriously imagine that the notices of the names, &c., are 
literal copies, word for word, of original Latin inscriptions 
found on the covers of tombs. Tlicy are not only miser- 
ably meagre, but are not in accordance with the usage 
of the Churcli at that time : for there ia neither the 
" |itc ja«l" nor " ©twit pro anima ;" and the improbable 
lettering of the words, and the manifest inaccuracies and 
deficiencies in the dates, give me every reason to suppose 
that the memorandum is at most only a string of short 
memoirs hastily and carelessly made. 

Who could imagine that 7. CaL May, — 12. Cal. Jun., 
■ — 6. die Novembre, aud 6. Idm Mart., are literal copies of 
Latin inscriptions on tomb-stones P Then again, Walterus 
Giffard* is written erroneously Walterus Gisfart, and tbe 
time of his death is given as 7, Cal. May anno Dom. 1377 ; 
whereas he died on the 3rd day of the Calends of May, 
and not in the year of our Lord 1277, but 1279. | Henri- 
cus Murdak is written Henry Miu-dak, and the day of his 
death is not given. Thomas, the twenty-seventh Arch- 
bishop, is represented as Thomas junior, and the date of 
hia death is given as 5. Idm Mart 1113, whereas it oq^ 



* Giffwd's Register, also Stubbs, Col. 17!?6. 
t Statuta Ecd. Ebor. foL 24 b. 
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curred on the xjth * day of the Calends of Mnrch, and 
not in the year of our Lord 1113, bvit 1114-1 Johannes 
Romanus is represented as Johan Ronmnua, and the date 
of .his death is not recorded. 

These instances of deficiencies and inaccuracies in the 
dates, &c., ought to be sufficient, without further argument, 
to convince Professor WiUis, or any one else, not only that 
the notices are not literal copies of inscriptions on tomb- 
stones, but that the memorandum was not made by Leland 
as he went the round of the Church. Besides we have 
the testimony of Mr. Hearne, the celebrated Antiquary, in 
favour of the opinion that the notices are not inscriptions, 
for he tells us that " Mr, Leland did not collect Inscrip- 
"tions unless there was something very remarkable in 
"them. He contented himself vrith short memoirs, not 
"believing it worth his while to collect Epitaphs." % 

Again I would ask, were there any inscriptions, or 
brasses with effigies and inscriptions, on the tombs which 
Leland has noticed, at the time when ho went round the 
Cathedral Church at York ? If there were in Leland's 
time, they must have been entirely removed before the 
learned Dodsworth visited the Church in the year 1G18, 
and copied literally all the then existing epitaphs, as he 
does not in his MSS. give a single fragment of the 

* Stubbs. Col. ni3. MDgnum Album, fol. 0, 

t Godwin, p. 670. 

\ ItiQemiy, vol. 5, p. 100. LclRnd was oommiBBioned in 1S34 by the 
King to travel all over the kingdom, and to maka memorandums of all 
tilings worthy of notice. " During liia .jourDeyB (says Hdame) when 
he could not with Lie own eyes find any thing ho desired, ho aaked of 
persons that were any ways likely to inform him, and upon their 
authority put down raemoriindumH concerning such partioulara (prefaco 
to Itinei'Hiy, vol. 1, p. iv.) : on other occasions he made notes from MS. 
and other awidetiuU eowKne of ii\forvialion. " 
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inacriptiona given by Inland; nor does he even notice the 
existence of the tombs referred to by him. 

Again, Leiand's memorandum does not occur in that 
part of the Itinerary where we should expect to find it, 
namely, in the account of his visit (the only one as far as 
we know) to York, and his descri]ition of the City, and 
the Cathedral. If Leland had written it "as he went 
the round of the Church," how can we accouut for his 
not placuig it with the remark he has made respecting 
the interior, that " tliere be eight arches in each of the 
" side aisles of the body of the Cathedral Church of York, 
"and four on each part of the cross aisle, and nine on 
"each of the aisles of the sides of the East part of the 
"Church." * 

How happens it that the memorandum is not to be 
fomid in those volumes of Leland's work, which arc in his 
own hand writing, and deposited by Mr. W. Burton, in 
the Bodleian Library, but in a transcript by Stowe, found 
in the Library of Robert Davies, of Lhannerch, and pub- 
lished by Mr. Hearne, as a continuation, or part the 
second to the eighth volume of the Itinerary, wherein, 
(in the preface,) the Editor complains of its " Aorrid cor- 
ruptions ? " 

The fragmentary character of the memorandum, and 
its being in the midst of various matters with which it 
has no apparent connection, seems to justify a suspicion 
that the various items in it were extracted by Leland from 
8om8 book or books which he found at my Lord Scrope's. 
It is headed, " Sepul. j^rcJiiepiscoporu^n in orient, parte 
ecdesiis ; " but no Church is named ; and the paragraph 
immediately preceding is a short description of the bridge 

* Itinenity, vol. 1, p. 57. 
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at Wensley : the last of many particulars occupying 
above a page in Hearne's Edition, entitled " Things 
learned out of a pedigree of Lord Scrope. " The mem- 
orandiun ends, or seema to end, with a brief notice 
entirely unconnected with it, of the foiuidation of the 
Nunnery of St. Andrew at Marig, by Roger de Asc : then 
comes an extract, " & lib. de Archiepiscopia Ebor. eccleeia; 
usque ad mortem T/mrstini, incerto auctore," another frag- 
ment, extending from Paulinus to John of Beverley. 
This ia followed by a few notices of the house of Percy, 
and these by further extracts again headed "out of a pedi- 
gree of Lord Scrope." 

From an attentive consideration of this part of Stowe's 
transcript, and from the remarks made by Leland at pp. 
19, 20, "/ read in a book at my Lord Scrapes, 8fc.," 
" I read in the same book, &c.," it is quite clear that 
Leland was now on a visit to Lord Scrope at Bolton 
Castle, and that he there made the extracts among which 
this memorandum occurs. 

I have carefully compared Leland's memorandum with 
Stubbs's account (including that of the anonymous writer), 
and I am convinced that Leland's memorandum, from the 
nature of it, was not written by him as he went the round 
of the Church, and from the stones themselves in the 
order in which he observed them. The errors and de- 
ficiencies in dates which I have noticed above as being in 
the memorandum arc nearly the same as in Stubbs's ac- 
count, and it would seem that to him they owe their origin. 

Furthermore, what particularly confirms me in my 
opinion that Leland's memorandums were extracted from 
a book at ray Lord Scrope' s, and not written as he went 
the round of the Church, is the fact that so many of the 
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Scropc family (including an infant child) arc noticed as 
being buried in the Cathedral ; whilst Bcveral eminent 
Archbishops, who were especially worthy of mention, such 
as St. William, Aldred, Thomas the First, Roger, Lndbani, 
Newark, Greenfield, and Melton, in the Nave, and Scrope 
and Bowet in the eastern portion, are left nnnoticed. 

After all then, however this imperfect and inaccurate 
memorandum may have chanced to have been thrust into 
the portion of the Itinerary in which it is found, by whom- 
soever it may have been originally written, whatever may 
be thought of the authenticity of the title " Sejjol. in 
Orient, parte ecclesia," it is not corroborative of the 
statement of the anonymous writer. It does not prove 
that the bodies of several of Archbishop Thorcsby's pre- 
decessors were removed and buried by him in the Chapel 
of the Blessed Virgin at the east end of the Choir. 

The next writer of iui]>ortancc brought forward in 
support of the statement of the anonymous writer is 
Godwin, Bishop of Landaff, who, in hia collected memoirs 
of the Bishops of England, states concerning Archbishop 
Thoresby, that he "bestowed great cost in beautifying the 
"Lady Chappell with images and pictures of excellent 
"workmanship, and removing the bodies of divers of his 
" predecessors that lay buried elsewhere about the Church, 
" caused them to be entombed in the said Chappell in very 
" seemly manner, leaving a place for himself in the middle 
"thereof." * 

Now Bishop Godwin wrote his memoirs about two 
hundred years after the anonymous writer had added his 
account of Thoresby to Stubbs's Lives of the Archbishops 
of York, and upon carefully examining and comparing 

* Godwin's Calologiic of the Bialiopa of Euyluiid, p 001. London, 
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the memoir of Thoresby, as given by the two writers, it 
seems clear that Godwin's memoir is the result of reading 
the anonymous writer's account, although he seems not 
to have credited the anonymous writer's assertion, that the 
bodies of the Archbishops, which (he says) Thoresby en- 
tombed, were translated yrowi the Choir, for he expressly 
says that they lay buried elsewhere about the Church. 

However meagre the memoir may seem, and although 
it is, for the most part, a repetition of the statement of 
the anonymous writer, nevertheless, great importance has 
been attached to it, and it has materially influenced sub- 
sequent writers on the acts of Archbishop Thoresby. 

About the year 1691, Mr. Torre, in addition to his 
arduous labours of making extracts from the valuable 
Registers and other important documents belonging to 
the See and the Cathedral Church of York, made a survey 
of the tomb-stones in the Cathedral. Influenced by the 
statements of the anonymous writer and of Bishop Godwin, 
(to both of whom he refers for his authority,) regarding the 
entombment by Archbishop Thoresby of several of his 
predecessors, and influenced also by the fact recorded in 
Archbishop Thoresby's Register, that six marble stones 
were provided by the Archbishop during the years 1369 
— 1372, for the tombs of his predecessors, he made a 
strict search for six tombstones (they having never been 
identified before) to answer to the statements and the 
fact recorded. 

Learning from Godwin that the Archbishops were 
buried in the Lady Chapel which Thoresby adorned, and 
knowing that in the east end of the Choir there was a 
Lady Chapel which went by the name of the Thoresby 
Chantry, he no doubt there commenced his search. Not 
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being able to discover any tombstones to satisfy him itrnde 
tlie Chapel, or withiji the boundary line of the Chapel 
which the screen defined, * he, notwithstanding Godwin's 
assertion that the Archbishops were buried in the Chapel, 
contented himself with selecting six stones out of a num- 
ber of unknowii ones, without brasses or inscriptions out- 
side the Chapel, and he conjectures that these six Btooes 
were probably tlioae which covered the bodies of those 
Archbishops which Archbishop Thoresby removed out of 
the Choir and clsewliere within the Church. 

This mode of procedure by Mr. Torre, and the conjec- 

* Tlie terms innde tmd ouUidt as applied to a, Chapel at the east end 
of the Catbcdral are, according to Mr. Itoinc, undefinable, as m a 
note at pugu 3, he Bays " The eastern portion of the Church muat be 
divided into two parte, the Presbjtery and the Choir proper. Of UieBfi 
two partH, the Presbytery, or the easternmost, was begun first of all," — 
and at page i, "the Presbytery, (the whole of wbiub is etill called the 
Lady Chapel,)" and a few lines lower down, " the Presbytery, or Lady 
Chapel." 

Now the first erected part of the Choir, as I have stated (p. 50), 
consisted of four of the nine arches wbicb form the length of the 
present whole Choir, or an oxtont of building of about one hundred 
feet in length. This part was divided into three portions, a western, 
a middle, and an eastern. The western consisted of an extent of SB 
feet, and formed the sanctuary part of the Choir proper. The middle 
embraced an extent of 46 feet, and it connects the side aisles, and 
afibrded abundant space for soleran processions being made round the 
Choir. The third, or eastern portion, consisted of an extent of 19 feet, 
and was enclosed by a screen, and in it was placed an altar. sometimeB 
called the Altar of the Blessed Virgin, and the enelosui-e, the Chapel of 
the Blessed Mary. As however the whole three portions form the part 
of the Church oommeneed by Archbishop Thoresby, they are all included 
by Mr. Raine in the term " Preabyteiy or Lady Chapel," tbufi rendering 
the terras inside and outside the lady Chapel of little or no meaning. 
Had Mr. Raine clearly understood what the term Presbytery really 
meant, and what was the extent of the Lady Chapel, he would never 
have confounded the terms, and would have avoided falling into error. 
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ture advanced by him relative to the tombs, is considered 
by Mr. Ilaine as equivalent to aii idcntitication of the 
tombs, and as vahiable evidence in support of the truth of 
the statement laid down by Bishop Godwin and the anony- 
mouB writer, regarding the finishing of a Chapel of the 
Blessed Virgin by Archbishop Thorcsby, and the entomb- 
ing of the bodies of several of his predecessors. 

Since the whole of Mr. Torre's evidence rests upon a 
conjecture, I might justly decline any further examination 
of the subject as far as he is coucerned, but flattering my- 
self that an exposition of the emptiness, or the doubtful- 
ness of Mr. Torre's conjecture, mil show what little reliance 
can be placed upon it, and add additional strength to the 
arguments I have advanced relative to the erection of the 
Choir, I will proceed. 

Mr, Torre maiie pen and ink sketches, both individually 
and collectively of the tombstones in each part of the 
Cathedral, distinguishing those stones which could be 
assigned (either by distinct character or by conjecture) by 
numerical figures ; and he gave the form of a tombstone in 
some instances, when it was impossible to assign it to any 
particular individual ; and the shght sketches and remarks 
he made as memoranda, be afterwards copied into a large 
Book, known as Torre's York Minster. Of his general 
sketch of the tombs, tlie old plan given by Mr. Brake in 
his Eboracum, is a pretty correct representation. In 
order however, to understand the memorandums given 
by Mr. Torre relative to the tombstones which he selected 
in the cast end of the Choir, I present a wood cut designed 
by myself from actual mcasm'cments, in accordance with 
Mr. Torre's Cliou* plan, and from certain undeniable 
evidences still existing in the Church. 
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A. The Altar of Lord de Percy's Chantry, erected about 140 

B. The Tomb of Archbishop Rotherham, 1500. 

C. The Monument of Archbishop Sewal, 1258. 

D. The Tomb of Archbishop Scrope, 1405. 

E. The Tomb of Archbishop Bowct, 1423. 

F. The Entrance to the Lord de Percy's Chantry. 

G. G. The position of the Screen enclosing Percy's Chapel. 
H. The Tomb of Archbishop Nevile, according to Leland, 1476. 
Noa. 32 — 37, Mr. Torre says, are probably those six stones whiejl 

covered the bodies of Archbishop Thoresby'a predecesaora, I 

moved here in 1352 ! ! ! 
No. 10, which is in the Lady Chnpel, is conjectured by Mr. Torre, ft 

be the Tomb of Archbishop Thoresby. 
Nob. 30, 31. Tombs of other Archbishops, according to Mr. Torrcfl 
The Tombs Nos. 20 — 38 are in a portion of the ambulatory of thea 

Choir. 
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The six stones selected by Mr. Torre are described, and 
marked by him in his Choir plan as follows. * 

" No. 32. Ott n. aide last (No. 31^ lyes another blue stone 

of the same lioness, (about 3 '^' & ^ long) very rough, 

Sc has been plated. 
"No. 33. On n. aide last lyes another rough blue marble, 

of like dimensions w''' has been plated. 
"No. 34. On n. side last lyes another rough blue marble, 

of the same bigness vf'' has had a narrow plate at top Sf 

under it the full portrature of an A'"''. 
"No. 35. On n. side last lyes another blue rough marble 

(of the same biynessj vf'' has had a narrow inscription 

plate at the head. 
" No. 30. On n. side last lyes another A^'" stone, plated at 

top. 
"No. 37. On n. side last lyes a stnooth blue marble of same 

bigness, vf'' has had at top an A''^' head and under it a 

square plate. " 

These six, (Torre says,) " (probablyj are those vf'' covered 
the bodyes of those A'^ vf" A'"' Thoresby (a. d. 1363) re- 
moved hither out of the quire or elsewhere vnthtn the 
church." t 

Before proceeding any further, it may be well to notice 
in the ffst place, that the date a. d. 1352 is simply an 
absurdity, for it records the act of the entouibment as 
having taken place, about two years before the Archbishop 
came to his Archicpiscopal diocese, and about nine before 
he and the Chapter detennined to commence the erection 

« The numherB attached to Uie Tombstones in the preceding plan 
are tlie sajue na in Mr. Toi'i'e'e plan. 

f Torre's York Minster, fol. 274, from Godwin, p. noi. 
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of a new Choir ; and in the second place, that Mr. Torre 
by the latter part of his remark, plainly shows that he did 
not altogether agree with the statement of the anonymous 
writer, wherein he says, that the bodies which Archbishop 
Thoresby entombed, were translated Jrom the Choir, as he 
(Torre) expressly says they were " removed hither out of 
the quire or elsewhere mi/tin the Church." * 

Of these six stones selected by Torre, there is only one 
(No. 34) described by him as having had upon it the full 
portraiture of an Archbishop, and one (No. 37) an Arch- 
bishop's head : of the other four Mr. Torre merely aaya 
that " thty had been plated." Does it not then seem 
strange, that he should have selected six stones so unde- 
fined as these ? But that is not all. In addition to these 
six, he describes two other stones of similar dimensions 
and similar cfFigies and plates, and occupying a similar 
position, and evidently much more defined, than most of 
those he selected. They are as follows. 

" No. 30. On n. side last (No. 29j lyes a blue marble about 
4 ** lovy, having had at the head a narrow square plate 
§■ under it the head of a B^. 
" No. 31. On n. aide last lyes another blue marble, rough, 
about 3 '"^ ^ ^ long, having been very much plated and 
bom the image of an A'^ in full proportions." 
Here we have already eight tombstones marked out, or 
conjectured by Mr, Torre, as belonging to as many Arch- 
bishops, and in addition to these, he describes still another 
stone, No. 10, within the Chapel, and perhaps the moat 
important, and he suggests that this may belong to Arch- 
bishop Thoresby. Thus ; 

• Torre's York Minster, fol. 2T4. 
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"No. 10. S. of last (9th in Percy's Chapel) l^es a great 

marble about 3 ='*' loiiff, rosed at Corners, having had a 

large plate in the middle. Containing the Bffigie% of a 

rZ^'man ot full proportions w"' an Escroiole issuing out 

of his mouth and turned over his head. At his feet has 

been a broad square plate. John Thoresbg AB'' Query."* 

Froui this description of stone No. 10, and Mr. Torre's 

query, it is evident that he did not take it for granted that 

Thoresby was buried "in the 7iiidst" of his predecessors, 

at least in the sense in whicli my opponents interpret the 

expression. It seems a pity that Torre was not in search 

of nine Archbishops' tombstones instead of six, as then he 

would have experienced less difficulty in his choice ; but as 

Leland speaks of six only, and the Archbishop's Register 

records but six tombstones having been provided for Thores- 

by'8 predecessors, he must necessarily confine himself to 

that number and reject the others. 

With regard to Mr. Torre's conjectures, and the reliance 
which may be placed upon them, it must be remembered, 
that at the time when he made his survey, (as he himself 
plainly tells us,) there were no brasses existing, but at the 
most only hollows or injured cavities, wherein brasses or 
plates had been fixed ; and it is impossible that these could 
have furnished him with sufficient matter for the sketches 
and descriptions which he has made, or with evidence 
sufficient to warrant the conclusions which he has drawn. 
His own ideal suppositious therefore, must necessarily have 
been his guide throughout. In some instances, liis sketches 
and conclusions difl'er materially from Iiis descriptions, as 
is the case with most of the stones doscribcd above, t 



• Torre's York Minster, fol. 231. 
t In my plan I liave not oopiod Toi 



a rudu aliL-tolma repreaetiUuy 
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He concludca that the whole of the six atones covered the 
bodies of as iiiany Archbisliops, whereas there ia nothing 
in his descriptions of them to justify such a conclusion. 
He flattered himself that upon one of the six he could 
trace the full portraiture of an Archbishop, and in another 
a cavity wherein might have been the form of an Arch- 
bishop's head, and from these conjectures he concludes 
that the whole six, which lay adjoining each other, covered 
the bodies of Archbishops. 

In his illustrative sketches of the tombstones, upon 
Nos. 32 and 35 he has given some comical figures, which 
he calls Archbishops, although his description of those 
stones implies nothing of the kind. In his sketches also, 
he has given his figures with Crooks, and tells us they are 
intended for Archbishops : if so, he certainly ought to have 
sketched them with the Archiepiscopal ensign the Crosiery 
as he has done, when representing other well known Arch- 
bishops' tombs. * 

Archbishops, as, id my opinion, they are of no value ; I have contontad 
myself with giving his desciiptionB. 

+ Mr. Torre ia not over eoi-upulously exact in the accuracy of the 
deHCiiptions and accountB which he has given in hiu York Minster: 
neither can hia dates he relied upon. Tho Rev. W. V. Haruourt, in 
1630, found reason to complain of Torre's inaccuracies, both in his ac- 
count and dates;* and tlia Author of the Surteea York " Fabric Rolls " 
is compelled to acknowledge, that the painted glass of York Minster is 
described by Torre, in a very meagre and imperfect manner, t and I 
myself can testify to a certainty, from my own peiaonal and minute 
examination, and study of nil the different compartments io the windows 
of the Cathedral, that a more inaccurate dL'scription of the subjects in 
them, could scarcely be given, than that found in Torre's works. As 
an instance, he describes tlie representation of Uie Annunciation, in 
the north aisle of the Choir, thus, " In this ligbt kneels on one side 
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Mr. Raine, in his preface to his York "Fabric Rolls," 
seems to approve of Torre's method of giving evidence by 
conjecture, and althoiigb an unsatisfactory way of proceed- 
ing in a matter of historical research, he himself adopts it. 
He presents a wood cut* with representations of tombs 
and figures made up of Torre's separate drawings, and 
agreeing with his general Choir plan. He thus avails 
himself of Torre's plan, drawings, and descriptions, and 
also of his opinion that the tombstones covered the bodies 
of Archbishops, but turns the whole to suit his own ideas, 
rejecting Torre's assignment of the stones, and adopting 
his own instead. Torre says that the stones 32 — 37 pro- 
bably belonged to Archbishop Thoresby's predecessors ; 
and Mr. Raine, although he says that " Torre identified 
ike tombs," assigns them differently, giving Nos. 30, 31, 
32, 35, and 37 to Thoresby's predecessors, leaving No. 3(5 
unassigned, and suggesting No, 33 as belonging to Arch- 
bishop Roger, and 34 to Archbishop Thoresby. Not con- 
tent with this, he presumes to do what no one ever dared 
before him, viz., to assign to each of the selected tomb- 
stones, the name of a particular individual Archbishop. 
And so satisfied is Mr. Raine with his method of proceed- 

B young Prince robeil, and in the other kneela our Lddy with handa 
conjoined at pi'a.yer. over ike head of her babe titling on her kneet." Again, 
so uccUBtumed was Mr. Torre to form figui-es, and to desciibe them as 
heinu mitred, that he has ^ivL>n a huat mitred, aa pi'Gseiilini^ tlie ahii^ld 
of Archbishop Bnwet, ou the key stone of the ribs, above Boivel's 
Chantry, where no auch bust evor exiated. 

* Mr. Riiine's plan or cut. it is nei.-osaarj- to remark, is inverted, the 
reader looking towarda the west, instead of {as is the uuae with jiliitis of 
Churches generally,) towards the eaet- I suj)po!io be has adopted this 
method io order to shew his figures of Bishops inoi'e clearly, althou)(h 
at first sight il ia rather apt to ooufuse than otherwise : I have not 
adopted Mr. liuine'a method but bavo given ray plan as found in Torre's 
general Choir plan. 
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ing, and so confident ia he of the importance of the cut 
which he gives, with its attached unauthorized additions 
and explanations, that he even flatters himself that he has 
solved the great question at last, and he comes boldly 
forward and triumphantly declares, that no one who sees 
this cut, can fail to see that the tombs which were in the 
pavement before the Altar of the Virgin were, those of 
Thoreshy and his predecessors. Tliis once established, a?id 
Mr. Browne's theories are untenable. Surely the Surtees 
Society and the pubhc will never consider Mr. Raine's 
unjustifiable mode of proceeding as sufficiently satisfactory 
to establish what he asserts, and to render my theories 
untenable. My theories are, as I have before said, based 
upon undeniable facts, and the evidence given by the 
Registers of the Church ; and I conceive it ia not in the 
power of Mr. Raine, by thia or any other ingenious plan 
that his fertile imagination may produce, to over-throw 
them. 

The cut or drawing is described at pp. xvi, xvii, as con- 
sisting of two steps, a larger one denoted by two lines, 
and a shorter one by a dotted line. Now in a plan a step 
is always denoted by one line, two steps by two lines, and 
80 on, the number of lines denoting the number of steps ; 
it consequently follows that the three hues, if intended to 
represent steps, denote not two but three steps. But in 
the Cathedral Church of York, there never were any steps 
in the situation in which Mr. Raine's cut represents them. 
Mr. Raine says (or Mr. Longstaffe for him, whose explana- 
tion he has adopted) that the piers and longer step, and 
also the shorter one are supplied from Torre's plan. Mr. 
Longstaffe is most certainly mistaken if he thinks that Mr. 
Torre's general plan gives any thing of the kind. The two 
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lines in Mr. Torre's pkn (and those in Drake) extending 
from pier to pier do not denote a step, but the sole and 
position of the earved screen, (as shewn in my plan,) 
which enclosed the Chantry Chapel for the benefit of the 
Percy family, and the third or dotted line does not exist 
at all in any of Mr. Torre's plans. 

Mr. Drake, reeording the interments made in the Cathe- 
dral, says : Thomas (the first) who rebuilt the Church waa 
buried in it; ao was Gerard. Thomas (the junior) was 
here also interred, though now no monument is in being 
of either of them. Henry Murdac was buried in this 
Cathedral, but without any monument that I know of. 
Walter Giffard was buried, according to Leland, in the 
Cathedral, but the place now not known. John Romaiu 
and Henry Newark arc said by Stithba to be both laid in 
the Cathedral, but qow without any more memorial of 
them.* 

Now, notwithstanding these assertions made by Drake 
he waa, it seems, induced by Leland' s, Godwin's, and the 
anonymous writer's statements, and Torre's conjectures, to 
imagine that some atone coffins which were (in 1736) ex- 
posed in front of the Lady Chapel or Percy's Chantry, 
might possibly belong to the above mentioned Thoresby's 
predecessors and Thoresby in the midst. Describing (p. 
518,) Nos. 28, 29, &e. of his plans of tombstones, he says 
" The large blue stones under which Archbishop Thoresby 
" deposited his brethren, and was laid himself in the midst 
"of them. Their stone coffins were discovered on the 
" removal of these stones for the new pavement j but 
"nothing else remarkable about them." 

If, as Drake says, stone coffins were discovered, which he 

I- Draho'a Ebomoum, pp. 499, 400, 
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supposed belonged to Archbishop Thoresby and his pre- 
dfcessors, how happens it that no remains of them were 
found by the masons * in later times when vaults were 
made for entombments in the very sites of the three centre 
stones selected by Torre ?+ Then again, if the atone coffins 
which Drake says were discovered, had belonged to Arch- 
bishop Thoresby's predecessors, how happens it that no 
chalices nor even rings, which must have been buried with 
them, (a rite which was always scrupulously observed,) 
were found in their coffins ? Drake expressly says there 
was "nothing remarkable about l/iem." % 

In the year 1736 the blue stones spoken of by Torre 
and Drake were removed, and cut up to form the dark 
pattern in the plan of the new pavement then being laid, 
and still Mr. Haine says, that " within the memory of man 
seven similar stones, with effaced inscriptions, occupied the 
same position ! 1 ! ^ 

At page 29 of the "Fabric KoUs," the Author seems 
surprised at not having found any interments in the eastern 
part of the new Choir, before the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, and he observes, " not that it teas impossible for 
any one to have been interred there previously, but it was 
probably eonaidered inexpedient to open the earth in that 
part of the Church, to any extent, at an earlier period." 

* One of tlie mnsons tlien employed, assured me Uiat none TCera 

f The tliree centre tombs in the plan are now occupied hj tile mortal 
remains of Mary, the wife of William Marwood (1807); Francis, the soa 
of John Croft (1830); and Sophia Knight (1808). Vid» the plan of 
interments kept by tho Sacristan of the Churuh. 

I When the tombs of Archbishops Sewa], Grenefeld, Bowet, Nevila, 
and Lee were opened (1736), there was found in each of them on Epis- 
copal ring, as Drake hiniRclf clearly informs us, and in three of tlie 
tombs, a HUver chalice and paten. 

§ Fabric Bolls, p. 4. 
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Perhaps Mr. Raine will find a satisfactory reason for not 
being able to find interments at an earlier period, if he will 
only admit the fact, that up to that time all the area of the 
interior of the eastern part of the Church was being com- 
posed of loose earth and mason's small chippings to a 
thickness of about six or seven feet, and then he perhaps 
would also acknowledge, that the area was no befitting 
place for the tombs of Ai-chbishops. 

If the area was in a firm and proper state to receive inter- 
ments in Thoresby's days, and if the Archbishop and some 
of his predecessors were entombed there, it is very extra- 
ordinary that no one should have desired to be buried near 
the tombs of the venerable Archbishops, especially of 
Thoresby, the founder as he is called of the new work, 
and that the first body there placed should be (as far as 
I have ascertained) that of the martyred Scrope, who was 
there laid in 1405,* in fear and silence, without any re- 
mark as to his being near, or adjoining the previous Arch- 
bishops ; even Archbishop Bowet, who is buried in the east 
part of the Choir, does not mention in his will the tombs 
of the translated Archbishops, but simply states that his 
monument is between two columns on the south part of 
the Church, f Neither did Archbishop Rotherhara in 1498 
will his body to be interred near Thoresby and his trans- 
lated Archbishops, but " volo q* caro mea corpus meum 
putridu' sepliend' in brachio horiali Capelle See, Marie 
in ecclesia mea Moruiii uUfeci tumham warmoream." \ 



* In a note at p. 103 of tbe 
the remitins of hia illustriouB 
This is an eiToneoua oaaerUoD, 
befora liim, but Lord Stcpkei 
year U06. 

\ Begiat. B y fol, SIO. b. 



Fabric Rolls," it ie stated, that, " near 
mutilated reuuuns were laid.'* 
lone of bin rolations were laid there 
Scrope followed him tJiere in the 

\ Itcgist, A y fol. 23. b. 
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In conclusion, under all circumstances of the case, there 
does not appear to me to be any agveement of opmion 
among the statements given, or the slightest positive evi- 
dence advanced to prove that atones have been discovered, 
either in or out of the Chapel of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, at the east end of the Choir, that will corroborate 
the assertion that Archbishop Thoresby removed thither 
the bodies of several of his predecessors ; and therefore I 
am irresistibly led to consider the statement of the anony- 
mous writer as very doubtful, if not erroneous. 

With regard to the fact recorded in Thorcsby's Register, 
of six marble stones being provided by Archbishop Thores- 
by for the tombs of his predecessors, no more is meant, in 
my opinion, than that Thoresby, on the occasion of the 
raising of the pavement in the Nave, provided six new 
covers for the tombs of six Archbishops who&e tombstones 
were in a dilapidated and broken condition. 

The sixth item states, " and there (in the Chapel of 
the Blessed Virgin) he (the Archbishop) established a 
Chaplain to celebrate (Mass) for Ma own soul, and for the 
toals of all the faithful departed, for ever. Which Chaplain 
and his successors he decreed should wear the habit of a 
parson"* in the said Cathedral Church, in perpetual memory 
of him, and he granted houses and land purchased with his 
own money, as a perpetual alms to the aforesaid priest and 
lis successors to continue for ever." f 

* A pariBli priest or clergyman. Viil. Johnson's Diet. 

t "Et ibidem pro anima sua et animaLuB omnium dofunctomm 
Capellanum pi-o suo perpetuo oelebratumm conHlituit. Quern quidem 
Capellanum Buosque succeasorea habitum persocBlem in ocelesia 
Cathcdrali prtedicta gestaturum ad perpetuam ejus memonam compo- 
suit, domos et poaseasiones de auo proprio acquiaitas, perjjeluam elee- 
mosynam pnedicto presbytero et auccessoribus suis pro suo perpetuo 
contulit duraturoa." 



THE CUOIR. 131 

A due consideration of the statements contained in this 
item is of great importance, as it will materially tend to 
show what reliance may be placed on the two preceding. 
I assert that the statements throughout are erroneous, and 
in support of my assertion I shall not advance any con- 
jecture or opinion of my own, but plain facts, which can- 
not be gainaaid, from authentic sources. That the anony- 
mous writer is in error, when he states that Archbishop 
Thoresby established, by the grant of houses and land 
purchased with his own money, a Chaplain, &c., in the 
Chapel of the Blessed Virgin, tlie history of the foundation 
of tlie Percy, or as it was afterwards improperly termed, 
the Thoresby Chantry, (from which term may have risen 
the error of the anonymous writer,) will sufficiently show. 

%\^% ^t»tovi) of 
C^e founTiation of ti)c i^rrcB, (or 2i;f)orEBt)ji) Ciiantrg, 

aiitr its connertion biitt) 
W^z "EaiJi) Cljapel" at tt)e cast juti of t!jc (fff)oir. 

Shortly after Archbishop Thoresby and the Dean and 
Chapter had agreed to begin to erect a new Clioir, Sir 
Richard Tempest, Knight, and William de Newport, 
Rector of the Church of Spofford, Iteing appointed execu- 
tors of the will of Lord Henry de Percy deceased, and 
being strongly charged by him, that out of the goods en- 
trusted to their administration they should procure the 
founding of perpetual chantries for the celebration of 
Masses, and being desirous faithfully to execute the wish 
of tbe said deceased, and having out of the goods of the 
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said deceased obtained by a lawful title the advowson and* 
right of patronage of the Church of Kyrkeby Orblowcrs, 
in the dioceae of York, the annual rents and proceeds 
whereof were thought abundantly sufficient, both for thi 
support of the Rector thereof, and for all other burtheni 
whatsoever incumbent upon the said Church, and for ihi 
support of four priests to celebrate Divine offices for eve] 
petitioned the Archbishop, that he would be pleased 
decree that out of the noble rents and proceeds, belong^Hj 
to the said Church of Kyrkeby Orblowers, four Chaplain 
should be appointed and established to celebrate dail^a 
services for the benefit of the soul of the late Lord lleniyj 
de Percy, and of the souls of his Ancestors, and of MaryJ^ 
of honoured memory, the Consort of Lord Henry 
Percy now living, and of the souls of all the faithfulj 
departed. * 

The Archbishop being desirous, (as the decree sets forth,) 
to have a grateful consideration of the profuse benefiU 
wherewith both the said deceased, and the whole line i 
his ancestors, and his son and heir, had bountifully endowed"! 
the Church of York, especially, by causing to be appro- 
priated thereunto the parish Church of TopcUf, in the 
diocese, wherein they had the right of patronage, and by . 
causing the fabric of the Church of York to be constructe* 
in a more perfect manner, and kept for ever in repau", byj 
munificently granting that as much stone shoidd be takeml 
from their quarries as should be required for the workSif 
of the said fabric, and thence freely carried, with diverS'l 
other favours, such as the granting of convenient road&fl 
through their districts, and places for the conveyance of 1 

* See Decree, in the Ilistary of tlie EJiflco of the Cburoli, p. 166j,j 
also Begist. T h, fol. m b. 
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the aforesaid stones, and for the passage of the servants of 
the said Church, and in grateful regard of the premises, 
thought fit, for the enlargement of divine worship, gra- 
ciously to ordain and ereate out of the rents and proceeds 
of the Church of Kyrkeby Orblowers four Chantries for 
four priests to celebrate divine services for ever, especially, 
for the sou! of the Lord Henry the father, and for the souls 
of his ancestors, and of Mary, of honoured memory, the 
Consort of the said Lord Henry de Percy, now living ; 
and for his healthy state whilst living, and for his soul 
when dead, and generally for the souls of all the faithful 
departed. And for thus efl'ectually founding the said 
Chantries the aforesaid Richard and William the true 
patrons of the said Church of Kyrkeby, made over to the 
Archbishop, the right of patronage thereof, and Robert de 
Edc rector of the said Church of Kyrkeby Orblowers ia 
like manner made over the said Church of Kyrkeby, the 
estate and name, and the right and possession which he 
held in the same, all purely of their own accord, simply 
and absolutely, by word and deed, and by their writings, 
and earnestly besought the Archbishop that he might be 
pleased to ordain concerning them, (the Chantries,) speedily 
and wholesomely, for the praise of God, and the Salvation 
of Souls. Accordingly the Archbishop, taking into devout 
and grateful consideration the premises and also the urgent 
request of Lord Henry de Percy, and of the executors, 
did, after mature deliberation and diligent enc^uiry, ordain 
and decree on the 10th day of December, a. d. 1362, that 
the four Chaplains petitioned for should be appointed, 
three to be at the Castle of Alnwyke, and one in the 
Cathedral Church of York — making it obligatory on the 
Chaplain at York, to offer Masses, and other religious 
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offities, for ever, not merely for the benefit of tlie soul of 
Jjord Henry tie Percy, for the whole series of his ancestors, 
and successors, for Mary, of illustrious memory, the Con- 
sort of Lord Henry dc Percy now Uving, but also for his 
own healthful estate, during hia hfe time, and after his 
death for his aoul, and for the souls of the Arctibishopa 
his successors and predecessors, and for all the ftuthful 
departed ; he, the Archbishop, reserving to himself and his 
successors, the appointment, concerning the manner, the hoar, 
and the place ("modo hora et loco") wherein the Chaplain 
at York should celebrate and perform the duties incumbent 
upon him. He did also ordain and decree, that the right 
of presentation to the Chaplaincy at York, as well aa to 
the Chaplaincies estabUshed at Alnwyke, should belong to 
Sir Richard Tempest, and Wilham de Newport, and to the 
heirs of the said William, but that the right of nomination 
shoiUd belong to himself and his successors in the See. 
He did also ordain and decree that the said four perpetual 
Chaplains should receive and have each year twenty pounds 
of silver, whereof each should receive 100 shillings of silver 
out of the rents and proceeds of the aforesaid Church of 
Kyrkeby from the hands of Robert de Ede the rector and 
of his successors in the said Church. And moreover as on 
account of the premises and the aforesaid foundation, the 
Church at York and tlie Archbishopric, which by lawfully 
prescribed custom, had been accustomed to receive all 
revenues whatsoever accruing to the said Church of Kyrke- 
by Orblowers diu-ing the time it was vacant, would be 
injured and damaged, the Archbishop did ordain in com- 
pensation that the Rector of the said Church should pay 
an annual pension of 30 shillings, of which 30 shillings, 
20 should be paid to him and his successors, Archbishops 



in the See of York, and 10 shillings to the Chapter of the 
Church. • 

Now in this decree for the foundation of these perpetual 
Cliantries and Chaplaincies, there is no mention that the 
Chaplain at York should have an Altar in a magnificent 
Chapel intended to be built there, but, on the contrary, 
there is an express declaration tliat the appointment of the 
place, &c., is to be reserved to the Archbishop and his suc- 
cessors ; nor is there any mention that he should be more 
honoured, or more exempt from Church duties, than any 
other Chantry priest established in the Churcli, but merely 
that he should wear the habit of a parson, like the other 
parsons of the Church, when he attended the services in the 
Choir, which he, as well as the other Chantiy priests, waa 
generally obliged to attend ; t nor is there in the institution 
any decree, that the Masa should be said with note, nor 
that any fund be assigned from which the assistants at the 
sei-vices should be remunerated ; nor is there any mention 
made that this Chantry for the Percy family should be con- 
sidered superior to any other Chantry established in the 
Church ; nor is there in fine any thing to warrant the 
supposition that ike Archbishop founded the Chantry hy a 
grant of houses and lands purchased with his own money, 
but rather positive evidence to the contrary, as both the 

« Thoi-eab/B IkgiBt., fol. 124 S; hIho Bogiat. T 6, or Doomesdaf 
Book, fol. 62 b; also Hiatoiy of tlie Edilice of tJie Cliurch, pp. 155—158. 

I It was not only an ancient uuatom, but solenrnly decreed by a 
■Iatat« hj the Dean and Choptor, viz., on the Qth of October, 1301, ihat 
all who celebrata in tbo Churcli, at anj of the Altars, be obliged to be 

sent at Processioas, Matins, Muss, anil other Houi-h oh l-'eaats of 
nine Lessons, and on other greater Feasts, under penally for tho neglect, 
jinleaa sufficient cause waa shewn, or peiTnisaion given for absenting 
, theniselvos. Rcgiet X a, foL 4. 
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Archbishop and the Chapter were anoually benefited by 

the foandation. 

Professor ^'illis acknowledges that the anonymous writer, 
by his statement coDceming this Chantry, namely, that the 
Archbishop " esta&lisAed lie game hy granling'JiQanea and 
land purchased teiih his own money,"* has propagated 
error, for he says the statement is satisfactorily shemi by 
me, in my History of the Edifice, to be a mistake, f 
Nevertheless, as the Professor gives to all the other state- 
ments of the anonymous writer his implicit confidence, { 
he endeavours to procure for this error some degree of 
credit by saying, " it is not impossible that the Archbishop 
may have augmented the foundation with property of his 
own." ^ This is a mere hypothesis ; and positive evidence, 
either from the Archbishop's Registers, or from the Re- 
corda in the Dean and Chapter's possession, would have 
been more serviceable in leading us to the knowledge of 
the truth, of which, with equal sincerity I trust, we are 
both of us in search. But this he was unable to produce. 
It is quite certain that the Chantry, when it was confis- 
cated in 1549, had attached to it only the 100s, derived 
from the fruits of the Church of Kyrkeby Orblowers, which 
sum the Chaplain, Uldrcdo Johnson, was then receiving. 

In accordance with the afore-mentioned decree. Master 
lliomas dc Louthorp was collated to the duties of this 
newly founded Chaplaincy in the Cathedral Church at 
York, on the 20th day of December, 13G2, |] and both he 
and Richard de Longley, Nicholas de Cave, and Robert 
Willcsden, the priests succeeding Thomas de Louthoip, 

* See History, p. 184. f See Willis, note p. 34. 

I ScD Willis, p. Ill, S Ibid., note p. 34. 

II Tboreaby'H Rugietcr, fol. 120. 
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performed their Chantry duties, without any fixed place or 
altar being assigned them ; the vestments, chalices, and 
other requisites, being supplied from the common stock in 
the Sacristy. Nicholas de Cave held the Chaplaincy from 
the 3rd of November, 1369, until 1371, and it is parti- 
cularly worthy of notice, that among the entries of the 
Altars and Chantries then in the Cathedral Church, no 
particular AJtar is mentioned as having been assigned for 
his duties ; he is named merely as the holder of the Chan- 
try of Lord Henry de Percy, and Mary, deceased. * 

On the 6th day of September, 13S0, Master William 
Catton was appointed Chaplain to this perpetual Chantry 
in the Cathedral, but neither place nor Altar was even 
then (although five years after Thoresby's death,) assigned 
for Catton's duties, f 

These facts alone ought to be considered sufficient to 
refute all statements giving to Arclibishop Thoreshy the 
honoiir of havuig, during his lifetime, built, completed, 
and adorned, a Lady Chapel in the east end of the Choir 
of the Cathedral, and of having established therein, with 
his own money, a Chaplain. However, to proceed. 

To Master WilUam Catton siicceeded John de Ainwyk, 
Robert de Waghen, Thomas de Willardby, and John 
Brygnall. The latter being Rector of the Parish Church 
of All Saints, in Marisco, (now known as part of Peashohne- 
Green,) exchanged duties with Thomas Willardby, the 
Percy Chaplain, on the 10th day of January, 1397, and 
not even then was any place or Altar spoken of as being 
permanently assigned for the Percy's Chantry, but the 
daties were accepted and performed according to the form 
or conditions in the decree. 

Register, X a, fol. 4S h. \ Rpgist. G e, fol. 1B3. 
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Master John Brygnall continued to perform the duties 
of the Percy's Chantry until 143B, and during the time of 
his Chapkiucy we find the first mention made of the en- 
closure of the Altar of the Blessed Virgin, * and a parti- 
cular place for the first time spoken of as being the Percy 
Chantry ; + it was during his Chaplaincy also that the 
large East window was glazed by John Thornton. Conse- 
queutly, I feel justified, not only in adhering to what I 
have previously shown, namely, that it was about the year 
1415, that the central space of the east end of the Choir 
was completely finished, and the duties of the Choir therein 
performed, but also in maintaining that it was during 
Brygnall'a Chaplaincy that a particular place or altar was, 
for the first time, permanently assigned, where his Chanfry 
duties, and those of his successors in the same Chantry, 
were to be performed ; and that that Altar was then for 
the first time spoken of as being dedicated to the honour 
of the Blessed Virgin, and situated at the east end of the 
Choir. 

These conclusions arc verified, Ist, by the wording of 
the appointment of Master John Briggs, as the successor 
to Master John Brygnall. He was admitted to the duties 
of Chaplain in the Percy's Chantry on the 2nd day of June, 
1435, X and then for the first time since the Chantry 
was founded (not less thau fifty-two years after Arch- 



* Canon Wall worth b J will, dated ) at August, 1400, gave his body 
to be buried " infra novum fabrioam ecclosie Ebor*. videlicet, infra 
olauaum altaris beate vii'ginis Marie, prope et jmta sepulcrum bo", me" 
magri" Rici" le Scrope." — EeBist. B y, fol. 103 a. 

f Eichard de Popjiton by will, dated 23 Apvil, 1410, gave his body 
to be buried " justa Capellam Dm" Henrioi le Percy in fabriea eoclesie 
Cath. beati Petri Ebonun."— Regist,, B y, fol. 155. 

: Begist, i, fol 38. 
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bishop Thoresby's death,) the wording of tlie appoint- 
ment was Id this form, "ad cantaria' perpetua" ad altare 
bte' Marie Virginia in ecdesia nostra' Cailr : " and 2ndly, 
by the fact, that Master Richard Ulneskelf, Clerk, and 
administrator of the will of Master John Brygnall, who 
died in 1435, in possession of the Chantry at tlie Altar 
of the blessed Mary, the Virgin, did present on the 9th 
day of April, 1436, to his successor. Master John Briggs, 
Clerk, and his successors at the said Altar, one comijlete 
Bet of vestments, and one scabellum, placed behind the 
high Altar, opposite the said Altar of the Blessed Virgin. " 

After the death of Master John Briggs, other succeeding 
Chaplains were regularly collated, " ad caniaria' perpeluaX 
ad Altare hte~ Marie Virginia" ; and when, in 1507, 
thia Altar had attached to it a Chantry for the benefit of 
the soul of Archbishop Eotherham, the Chantry was stated 
to be " ad Altare in Iionore Jhu~ et bte marie virginis in 
ecdesia CathT Morum." f and when Master Thomas Bayte 
was collated to the duties of this new Chantry, the Altar 
was spoken of as being " in Capella beate Marie Vtrginis 
in ecdesia." | 

Previous to the commencement of the erection of the 
new Chou", there was at the east end of the old Choir, and 
behind the high Altar, an Altar dedicated to the honour 
of St. John the Evangehst, at which Altar were /our 
Chaplains ; two of whom had to perform duties for the 
soul of Simon de Evesham, formerly Archdeacon of 
Richmond, § and the other two for the souls of Sir Henry 
Vavasour, and Constance, his wife. || This Altar was re- 

* Begist. T y, fol. 07. f Rogist. G/, fol. IB. * Ibid., fol. 316. 

§ Regist. Xa.libi Ibid,, fol. SO. 

II Multou's n«git)t., fol. 103 ; Ragiat. X a. il b. 
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moved during tlie erection of the new eastern portion of 
the Choir, and the Chaplains performed their dutiea, in 
the mean time, by permission, at other Altars. * 

In the eastern part of the centre division of the new- 
Choir there were placed three Altars, and all three were 
on the same predella. The one towards the south was 
dedicated to the honour of St. John the Evangelist, 
and when the cast part was rendered fit for sacred duties, 
the two Chaplains ordained for the benefit of the soul of 
Simon de Eveshfim were appointed to it to perform their 
duties as formerly, f The centru Altar was erected to 
the honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and to it was 
appointed the Chaplain established for the benefit of the 
Percy family. The Altar on the north side, it seems, was 
erected to the honour of the Holy Cross, and St. Anne. 
Now, although to the centre Altar there belonged only an 
extent of about fourteen feet, yet, from the superior dignity 
of the Blessed Virgin, the whole enclosure in which the 
three Altars stood was called very often the " Lady 
Chapel," and this, and none other, was the origin of that 
title now generally applied to the whole of the space east 
of the communion table. 

Thus, I trust, is clearly laid down, not only the history of 
the foundation of the Percy's (or Thoresby's) Chantry, but 
also the origin of the title " Lady Chapel," at the cast end 
of the Choir of the Cathedral, and although the discovery 
of these indisputable facts may be at first startling, never- 
theless, they are not more so than those which have been 
made relative to the erection of the Choir and the large 
Tower. The former was generally believed, prior to the 
fire of 1829, to have been built and completed by Arch- 

* RogiBt. X a, ful, 30. f Rogiat. B y, ful. ;161 6, 



THE CHOIR. 141 

bishop Thoresby, and the latter by Bishop Skyrlaw, but 
facts have been produced in my History of the Edifice, 
from the documents of the Church, showing both those 
opinions to be erroneous. 

Having now, I hope, satisfactorily unloosed the knot, 
which hitherto has given rise to the many speculations and 
coujectui'es in support and iu explanation of the statement 
that Thoresby finished and adorned the Lady Chapel, in 
the east end of the Choir, and estabhshed therein a 
Chaplain, I might reasonably conclude, but there are 
yet some minor points which I consider worthy of a few 
remarks. 

In the illustrative documents of the Surtees Society 
"York Fabric Rolls," the author notices several of the 
Chantries which were once iu York Cathedral, among 
which is that of 



srijf ISfCBseH IJirgin Max^, in ti)e (ttrfipt. * 

This Chantry, Mr. Raine says, he believes was alto- 
gether transferred to the central compartment of the Pres- 
bytery, right under the East window, and a foundation 
"de novo" made in 13fi4, and endowed with 100s. per 
annum, out of the Church of Kirkby Over-blows, for the 
poul of Henry de Percy : and the Chantry was called 
Thoresby Percy, or singly Thoresby ; and service was 
performed there daily "cum nota et organis." + This 
piece of information is altogether erroneous, as I have 
already, I presume, sufBciently shewn, by my account of 
the foundation, progress, and establishment of the Percy 



« iabrit! BoUa, p. 204. 



t Fftbriu RolU, pp. 294, 205. 
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(or Thoresby) Chantry. Mr. Raine refers for his authority 
to certain pages in the Dean and Chapter's DoomeBday 
Book, * which pages I find on examination do not give a 
particle of statement to authorize his assertion, nor can 
any Register, or other document belonging to the Church, 
be produced to sanction bis behcf that the Chantry was 
transferred from the Crypt and a foundation made " de 
novo," or that the services of the Percy Chantry were per- 
formed " cum nota et orgauis." 

In the Chantry of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the 
Crypt, according to the deed of foundation, Mass was 
offered daily, accompanied with note by Clioristers. f 
These services were under the patronage of the Blessed 
Virgin, and supported by the annual receipt of ten marks 
granted by the Prior of St. Oswald's Priory, derived from 
rents, or obhgations attached to various properties: } from 
which ten marks, the officiating priest received three marks, 
or forty shillings, as liis annual stipend, and afterwards a 
commemorative obhgation was attached to the Chantry, 
for wliich the priest received annually two marks, thus 
making his stipend five marks, or sixty-six shillings and 
eight pence. To the sei-vices was afterwards added an 
organ, and the Master of the Choristers was obliged to 
attend and play the organ, within the Chapel, during the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass. ^ The collation belonged to 
the Dean. 

No Chantry Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the 
Cathedral, had an organ attached to its services, except 
tlie Altar of the Blessed Vu-gin, in the Crypt, and the items 
in the Fabric accounts for repairing " Organa ad altare 



\ Register X a, fol. 37. 



f Doomeaday Book, foL 06 a, 
g Register O a, fol. 61. 
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heaie Marie Fir^inis in Ecdesia Catkedrali," during the 
years 1458, 1475, and 1485, have reference to the Altar 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the Crypt, and to none 
other. This alone is, I conceive, suffieient to refute Mr. 
Raine's statement, that the Chantry was founded " de 
novo" during the life-time of Archbishop Thoresby, (1364) 
and transferred to a site right under the East window. 

But I will give other important facts. John Pye, of 
York, gentleman, by will dated Tuesday in the fourth 
week in Lent, a. d. 14G0, bequeathed his Psaltry for one 
scabellum, before the Altar of the Blessed Mary, in the 
Crypts in the Cathedral Church. * 

John de Stowe held the Chantry of the Blessed Virgin in 
the Crypt in 1364, f and Mr. Torre gives the names of 
the priests who held it from 1457 until after 1539, and the 
dates of their collations, the last priest on his list being 
John Aske, alias Bentman, who was collated to the Chantry 
on the 10th day of Jannary, 1539; } and although after 
the dissolution of Chantries, and the confiscation of their 
annual receipts by Act of Parliament, the sums demand- 
able from the Chantries attached to the Cathedral, were 
duly paid to the use of the King, % nevertheless, the 
services at the celebrated Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in the Crypt were continued, and supported from the 
Chamberlain's fund; for in the Martinmas accounts for the 
year 1552 we find, "paid to Edward Wardefor sivffiv^ at 
the Lady Masse Altar for the past half year wxxiijs. iiijd.;" 
that sum being the half year's regular stipend of the priest. 
It was only lately that the site of the Altar was paved, 

* Register B y, fol. 31)8 6. \ Begister X a, fo!. 87. 

1 Torre's York Minster, fol. 1011 ; also Eegister G/, 331, 
§ I'ttbric Roll, 1549. 
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Among the ornaments at this Altar, was an Image of 
the Blessed Virgin, sitting with her Son, of alabaster ; she 
having a crown of silver gilt adorned with precious stones 
and a gold ring having seven diamonds, and two plates of 
silver for her feet, and a robe of satin (syndone) to which 
was appended eight jewels and six adorned gold rings. 
He having a lesser crown of silver gilt. * 

The anonymous writer's seventh item states, " More- 
over he (the Archbishop) lived in his Archbishopric of York 
21 years and 20 days; and passed from this world unto 
the Lord on Sunday, ihe feast of St. Leonard, Abbot, {Nov, 
6th) at Thorp near York." ^ Now the Archbishop's 
Register shews that the 16th, J and also the 18th, ^ days 
of October, were in the same year (the 17th) of the Arch- 
bishop's translation, and that the 21st of October was in 
a new year of translation, by the word " incipiente " being 
added. Therefore the year of translation commenced after 
the 18th October, and before the 21st, and consequently, 
20 days could not intervene before the 6th November, and 
therefore the statement is erroneous. 

The eighth item states, " And he {the Archbishop) 
was buried before the altar of the Slessed Virgin Mary, in 
the new work of the Choir." [| Concerning the statement 
in this item, specifying the place of Thoresby's interment, 
the facts already advanced relative to the entombment of 



* MS., No. 14, foL24; alao Begiat. Xo, 31. 

f Visit autem ia sno archiepiHCopatu Eborac. xxj imiiia xx. diebua, 
transiit autcm de hoc mundo ad Dominum die Dominica in festo sancti 
Leonardi abbatis apud Thorpum jnxta, Eloramtm. 

• Thoresby's Register, fol. 1S5 b. § Ibid., fol. 306. 

II " Sepultusque est coram altari heatoi Maris: Virginis in novo opere 
chori, die Jovis, in vigilia saucti Martini, anno Domini m.cec.laxiij." 
Btubba, 1733—4. 
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Thoresby and his predecessors, are, in my humble opinion, 
sufficieut, without any further argument, to prove this 
statement to be very doubtful, if not erroneous. 

It is much to be regretted that the place where Arch- 
bishop Thoresby desired to be interred was not accurately 
described, and clearly defined in his will. The wiUa of 
other Archbishops, aud of dignitaries, and officers of the 
Church, generally describe the place where they wished to 
be buried, with minute exactness. The total absence of 
any mention, in the Registers of wills still remaining in the 
offices attached to the Church, of any interment to be 
made near the tomb of the celebrated Archbishop Thoresby, 
or before the Altar, or in the place or part of the Church 
in which he was entombed, and the fact that many inter- 
ments have been made in that part of the Choir generally 
considered of late as the resting place of the mortal 
remains of Archbishop Thoresby, without the least reference 
to that remarkable circumstance, and also the evidence of 
known interments in the sites of the newly challenged 
marble stones, afford a strong presumption, if not an 
absolute proof, that the east part of the Choir was not the 
place where Thoresby was interred. And here I would 
again refer to what has been said at pp. 105, 100, 
concerning the opinion of Thoresby, the antiquary, on the 
subject. 

As to chronicles, which state that Archbishop Thoresby 
was interred among the tombs of his predecessors, before the 
Altar of the Blessed Mary, in the new work of the Choir, 
it can be shewn that such a statement docs not exist in all 
the ancient accounts of Thoresby, and that it is an asser- 
tion first found in writings belonging to the early part of 
the fifteenth century, and unsupported by the genuine 
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Archives of tlic Church, or the progress of the edifice. In 
Archbisliop Thorcsby's Register, there is no Decree nor 
Faculty granted for the exhumation and translation of the 
bodies of any of his predecessors, otherwise we should 
have learned, not only the date of the Decree, but also the 
part or parts of the Church, from which the bodies were to 
be exhumed, and the place to which they were to be 
translated. 

Supposing, however, that it could be proved to be a fact 
that Thoresby did translate the bodies of his predecessors 
into the cast end of the Choir, and was himself buried in 
the midst, it would not in my opinion prove what my 
opponents assert, that the eastern portion of the Choir was 
finished when Thoresby died. * 

Having now completed the task which I undertook, 
viz., the examination and exposition of tlic arguments 
which rest upon Professor Willis's " Time Principle," as 
given for York Cathedral, the annual Fabric expenditure, 
the existence of Iliiddlestone stone in tlie Fabric, the eight 
items in the anonymous writer's account of the acts of 
Archbishop Thoresby, &c. &c., and which have been 
brought forward by Mr. Raine and others who are opposed 
to the theories and dates which, upon the authority of the 
various documents of the Church, I have endeavoured to 
estabUsh, I cheerfully resign the result of the examination 



* Mr. Baine states ia a note at p. 3 of bis " Fabric Bolls," tliat from 
the account recorded of Thoresby'a iaterment, I, and every writer upon 
the Minster, conclude that Thoresby laid his own bones, and those of 
his prcdecesHorB, in the Chapel which he finished, I am certainly not 
aware that I evor thought or wrote that Archbishop Thoreeby, among 
his many noble worke, performed the mi((hty and nnexarapled feat of 
laying his own hones in a Hepulchro, nor do I know of any writer, pre- 
vious to Mr. Haine, who has recorded such a belief. 
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to you. Sir, the members of the Surtees Society, and an 
examining and unprejudiced pnblic. 

Sucli, then, are my endeavours to vindicate and strength- 
en the statements which I have made in my History of the 
Edifice of the Metropohtan Church of St. Peter, York, 
especially the most important of them, viz., those relating 
to the erection of the Choir. The vindication is due not 
merely to myself, but to the labours of my late valuable 
and sincere friends, the Reverend Charles Wellbeloved and 
George Goldic, M. D., who Iciiidly and zealously assisted 
in the composition of tiie History, attended to the trans- 
lations of the numerous ancient documents, and conducted 
the work through the press, and to those who have hon- 
oured rae with their patronage. As the distinct and 
numerous notes attached to your Secretary's " Fabric 
Rolls, " were brought forward to gainsay my statements, 
and as the opinion is so freely advanced in his work, that 
I have given in my History meagre and sometimes inac- 
curate extracts from the origmal Fabric Rolls, and as at 
the very outset of the volume the statement is made that 
the work is published for the express purpose of supplying 
my deficiencies, it became an imperative duty on my part 
to examine and expose in what manner and by what kind 
of matter my alleged inaccuracies had been corrected and 
my statements proved false ; and the result of my exam- 
ination has been, that I have not found any of ray state- 
ments to have been proved false, nor any of my extracts 
inaccurate, whilst much has been discovered in Mr. Raine's 
work which proves that there is yet abundance of room for 
any qualified person to tender to the Surtces Society and 
the public, a correct and full copy of the Rolls of Income 
and Expenditure, and other documents belonging to the 
Fabric of York Cathedral. 
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I catinot, however, consistently with justice to my feel- 
iugs close my laborious task wilbout acknowledging witb 
gratitude the kind and anxious aid rendered me by the 
Honourable and Very Rev. the Dean, and Chapter of the 
Cathedral, by which I was enabled to reinspect some of the 
documents belonging to the Fabric, all of which were 
under the careful charge of 0. A. Thiaelton, Esq., and I 
must also tender my sincere thanks to Messrs. Hudson and 
Buckle, for the kind manner in which they permitted me 
to re-examine the Archiepiscopal Registers. 

In conclusion, I beg of you, Sir, to remember that I 
commenced these labours as the means of arriving at the 
truth, and of establishing with some degree of certainty 
dates for the various parts of the present Choir, and I 
trust that the task, which I xmdertook, has been completed 
with success. 



Dear Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

JOHN BROWNE. 




Thomas db Haxet, Tbeastjbeb. 



At page 203 of the " Fabric Rolls," the Author eaya of Mr. 
Thomas do Haxey that there is little known about him ; and 
that " On the 23 Oct., 1423, Cardinal Langley empowered him 
(HaxeyJ together with John Natyjigham, treasurer, and Wm. 
Cawod, canon res", of York, and others, to visit St. Nicholas' 
hospital, in Yorh." Now, as John de Notyngham died in 
December 1418," and as Haxey was made Treasurer on the 
22iid day of December in the eame year, f Mr. Raine's notice 
is evidently erroneous. 

Mr. Raine also tells us in a note, that " Gent (History of 
York, 142) calls him John Haxby Chancellor, and aays that he 
died in li32." Gent's assertion is certainly a mistake, and has 
reference to John Kexby, who became Chancellor in 1427, and 
not to Thomas Haxey or Haxby ; and Gent himself at page 84, 
gives his memorial of Haxey or Haxby as " Thomas Hnxby, 
Treasurer, who dy'd in the year 1424." " Drake also (Ebi 
cum, 501)" says Mr. Eaine, " falls into a like error." Drake 
certainly does not fall into a like error either as regards the 
misprint of John Haxby for John Kexby, or as regards the 
date of Haxey's death. On the authority of the celebrated 
Dodswortb, he telLs us that Haxey or Haxby died on the 21st 



* Notpig]iam'B will w& 
t Bowef « lUffwt., fol. I 



Reg. B y, 187. 
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of January, 14!i4.' This date the Secretary at page 205 says 
is incorrect, and he further remarks that " Drake is mi'serally 
inaccurate, and has acquired a Jar greater reputation than he 
deserves." At page 304, Mr, Raine attempts to rectify Drake's 
supposed inaccuracy regarding tlie date of Haxey'e death, and 
Dodsworth's memorandum of the same, which was taken from 
the tomb-stone about the year 1618, by telling us that Ilaxey 
died in 1426, Now could any statement be more erroneous 
than thia made by Mr. Kaine, especially when he himself has 
told UB, at page 905, that llasey'a ivill was proved at York 
on the 23rd of January, 1424 — 5 ? Mr. Raine also observes 
that Haxey's will is undated ; but if he will only consult 
Regist. B y, fol. 219 h, he will find that it is dated at Suth- 
well on the feast of St. Michael the Archangel in the 3rd 
year of King Henry VI. (1424). His obit was kept annually 
on the feast of St. Agnes (Jan. 21st). f Again he states at 
page 304, that the Lord Mayor paid annually the sum of £20 
towards Haxey's Chantry and obit ; whereas the Lord Mayor 
and Corporation of York, on the 8th day of March, 1428, 
bound themselves to pay by half-yearly instalments, only 
eighteen marks or twelve pounds. J Again he states {p. 205) 
that Haxey bequeathed " to the fabric of York Minster, 
100*." ; whereas he bequeathed, one hundred marks " centum 
marcas." § Again be states that he bequeathed " to the table 
of the High Altar there 20 ail-Ber dishes and 20/.;" whereas 
he gave to the table of the great Altar of the said Church 
xxiiij silver dishes and £xx. || He also states, page 206, that 
" in the North aisle of the Nave in York Minster there is etill 
a monument called " Haxby's tomb." It lies north and south. 



• Jolmimea Haiby quondam Thpsauratius iatiuB Ecflpsie qui obiit 21 die 
neiiHiB Jimuarii, An. Don. 1424. Drake's Eboracmm, p. GDI. Dtxlaworth's MS. 
CLsj fol. 73- Boilleian Librarj. 

+ Tho CnmpotuB for U28, of Mr. Eicliard Ulneakulf, parson in the Ctoir, 
shews that 12 pence was recciyed fur the ohit of Mr, Thomas Haju>j-, kt'pt on the 



•SUA ot St. J 
: Rcgirt. T (, 320 0. 



i Kegut. B g, M. 219. 
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and is placed against the easternmost pillar In that aisle," and 
again it " is placed appropriately enough against the fourth 
pillar of the lantern," This statement ia altogether inaccurate. 
The monument ascribed to Thomas de Haxey or Huxby stands 
against the west face of the blank w3.ll, built between the first 
and second piers on the west side of the North Transept. 



B. 
Pleg hdai. 

In a note at page 11 of the " York Fabric Rolls," the 
Secretary says that " Pleghdai," was " The pledge-day, or 
the day when the workme7i of the fabric swore to observe 
the orders which the Chapter had ordained for their manage- 
ment; the workmen swore to observe them at least once a 

year." What induced Mr. Raine to give this explanation of 
the word " Pleghdai" I am unable to discover. It ia true that 
the first, and second Masters of the Masons, and the Master 
Carpenter, when admitted to office, were sworn to the faithful 
discharge of the duties of their undertaking, and to see that the 
workmen under them obeyed the orders of the Chapter, for the 
times for working, &c., but we are not informed that even they 
were sworn annually, nor can any document I believe be found 
to prove that they were, or that the workmen were ever sworn 
annually to observe the laws at least once a year. 

Talented and worthy workmen always found the Lords of 
the Chapter most liberal in their rewards, beyond special 
agreement, if the performance of their labour seemed to deserve 
it. The stone-setters employed on the fabric wore rewarded 
with extra pay, new leather aprons, and gloves ; and the la- 
bourers were rewarded for extra exertion, with tunics and 
an allowance for drink. Thus, in a roll dated 1456, it 
is recorded " In remunerat" dat~ Cementariis, Carpentariis, 
et aliis opcrariis dicte fabrico pro potationibus suis proul anti- 
quitus usitatum est xiijs. iiijd. Et in denar" sol" Carpentariis et 
aliis opcrariis dicte fabricc tempore eroccionis lez scafald infra 
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Ecclesiam, modo rcgardi, viijd." And, in the Koll for 1433, 
we find " Et iu expen8~ coniputautU et cement ariorum priino 
die posicionia lapidis super Campanile et in pane, cirvisiia, et 
carnibus omnibuH computatis in denariis xviijjd." Again in 
the Roll for 1434 " Et in regardo facto ij Cementariis siippo- 
ncntibus lapides super Campanile hoc anno xxvjs. viijd. El in 
regardo facto Comentariis et in putacione divereis temporibus 
ex convencione xiijs. iiijd. And thus abo in 1371, "Et dati 
Cementariis in le pleghdat de cuiialitat«, ex consuetudine, 
xxs. Et dati vj Carpentariis in eodem die, de curialilate, ijs." 
The word "Pleghdai" here means in my opinion, as I have 
before remarked at page 8, the " plegging," or the " plugging 
day," or the day in the early spring of the year, when, accord- 
ing to custom, the twitching ropes of the large scaffold were 
examined and plugged tighter.* 

In the annual Compotua, the amount of the remuneration 
given by the Chapter for the past year to the masons, carpen- 
ters, and other workmen employed for the Fabric is alwaya 
recorded ; and the day on wliich these amounts were received 
and passed by the chief keeper of the accounts was occasionally 
noticed. We find it to have been sometimes on the 12th of 
January, t at other times on the 8th of February,J or there- 
about. Now as the word " Pleghdai" g does not occur in 
any of the Fabric accounts, except in those for the year 1371, 
I conceive it was accidentally inserted by the chief keeper of 
accounts at the time, to denote the day on which the accounts 
for remuneration happened to be passed in that year, instead 
of inserting the day of the month. The following instances 
seem to strengthen the opinion that I have here laid down. 
" Et in remuneratione data Cementariis, Carpentariis, et oper- 
ariis, xx die Januarii ad potacionem suam x\ga. Et in potu 



• ThB custom of oiflmimng tlie seourity of the pntlogs, and the twitcliing 
ropes of the acaBoldB of all Inrgu crectioiiB, puticoUi'l; after long disuse, is stOl 
retained. 

t Fabric Koll, 1418. X Ibid., 1433, 

} FleDguo. Fr. PluggH. Du. A. n-ooden peg or plug. Fledget, A small 
ping. Line. 
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dato laborariis et nautia per anaum xjs.* Et in remuneratione 
dat" Cemcntariis xx die Januarii ad potacionem suam xiijs. 
iiijd. Et in potu dato operariis et nautis per annnm viiijs. ijd.f 
Et dati Cementariis ad potacionem suam vtj die Februarii 
xiijs. iiijd. Et dati Nautis et operariis ad potacionem suam per 
annum vjs. viJjd.^ 

C. 

Gustos Reoditub. 

At pages ~3 and 2^ of the '* Fabric Rolls " in the division 
marked " Cusioa Redditus," some remnants of entries are 
given from decayed and crumbling portions of two Compotusses 
of uncertain dates. Thus at page 23, " In cmendacione .... 
fabricts .... plastering per Gilhertum Plasterer, per annum, 
. . . . l\d. Et in cariagio .... reddit' et pariet novi chori 

" And at page 27, "In .... rt/?ig .... ronim et 

parietum redditus et altarium infra nocmn chorum par Oilher- 
turn Plasterer per xUz dies, 24s. 6d. . . . servientis ej'usdem 
Gilberli per idem tempus, 16a. 4d." These entries the Secre- 
tary assigns, though without sufficient reason, to the years 
1403 and 1404, and from them he aays at page S9, " we find 
that the walls (?) and Altars of the new C/toir fthe Chair 
proper J were plastered over, prohaUy to prepare them for the 
painters." Now as these entries are among others belonging 
to a department, distinct from that of the requirements of the 
fabric of the Cathedral, and as the walls of the Choir of the 
Cathedral have necer been plastered, and wooden or stone 
Altars would not need plastering, I presume that the fragmen- 
tary entries are misapplied by Mr. Raine, iii supposing them to 
refer to tlie Chotr of the Cathedral. They are in the depart- 
ment which relates only to the receiving of Rents, and the 
repairing of the Churches, and property, belonging to the 
fabric of the Cathedral, and twt to any work in the Cathedral. 



• Fabric BoU, HIS. 



t Ibid., uie. 



t Ibid., U21. 
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" Samct Petee EE." 
At page 96 of the " Fabric Rolls" we find "pro corda caH- 
delw tocalte Sand Pelor ee." And iti a note on the same page 
the Secretary rcmiirks that Sanct Peter cc, " or St. Peter'x eye" 
was a name given to some taper or corona of special size and 
importance in the minster. It probably icai erected before the 
image of St. Peter, in the choir. In the choir of Durham there 
teas one taper at least, so tall that the monk* were obliged to let 
down an extinguisher from the roof to put it out. Was the rope 
here mentioned intended to support a similar extinguisher, or 
to raise the taper f The taper might perhaps be the pa«chal 
candle," As Mr. Ruine seems to be very uncertain as to what 
WHS meant by St. Peter's eye, perhaps the following information 
may be useful to him. It is the custom of the Catholic Church, 
to exhibit the joy felt by the faithful, at the happiness which 
the Saints possess in heaven, and to honour their memory, by 
placing lighted lamps, or wax candles before their repreeenta- 
tioiis, during certain services, and especially on the greater 
festivals of tlie year. Before the principal statue of the Blessed 
Virgin Wary in a Church or Cathedral there were generally 
placed two wax candles or tapers, and one before that of St. 
Peter, or some other patron Saint of the Church. Thus it was 
in Salisbury Cathedral and also at York. The candles were 
often placed in broad metal basins, suspended by chains, 
attached to ropes that reached above the ceiling, and were 
affixed to the timbers of the roof of the Church ; and it was 
one gf tlie duties of the Treasurer of York Cathedral to have 
two wax candles placed before the image of the Blessed Virgin, 
to be lighted at Vespers, Matins, and Mass, and also one wax 
candle before the eye (oculum) of Saint Peter to bum day and 
night.* This latter I believe is the proper explanation of the 
term St, Peter's Eye, as applied to a candle. It most certainly 

• Statutes of the Church, fol. 7 & 
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was not the paschal candle. John de Clyfford, Treasurer of 
the Cathedral, by will dated 32d March, 1392, desired tliat of 
the five wax candles which would be placed around his tomb 
at the time of the funeral service, one of them should be given 
the day after his funeral to be burnt before tho eye (oculum) of 
Saint Peter." And on the 17th of March, 1466, John Hopping 
was sentenced to offer one wax candle before the image of St. 
Peter, near the great Altar of the Cathedral Church of York, f 

E. 

SCDLPTUEED CAPITALS. 

In a note at page S4, the Author of the York " Fabric Kolla" 
says that " Mr. Browne is of opinion, that the principal events 
in the tragedy which ended in the Archbishop's (Scrope) death, 
are recorded on the sculptured Capitals of the piers in the 
north aisle of the Presbytery ; but there is uo authority what- 
ever for tliis appropriation : — Again, it would be somewhat 
strange if these sculptures had any reference to the Archbishop, 
considering that they were made long before he died." I ac- 
knowledge I had no authority for the appropriation, except the 
striking similarity between the representations formed on the 
Capitals, and recorded events. The representations are not in 
the Presbytery, as Mr. Raine supposes, but in that part of the 
Choir which he calls the " Chair proper," and which he says, 
page 13, was really commenced afler 1377, and no evidence 
can be produced, to show that the carvings were made before 
Archbishop Scrope died in 1405, See notes on pp. 69, 70, 



At page 54 of the " Fabric Rolls" the following entry occurs, 
' In vadio J homtnis firmantis ymagines Ejnscorum in Petra 



' Teat. Ebor., p. 187. 
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coram altare D. M., &s. M." and Mr. Raine calls it "a very 
remarkable entry," and says, " It refers, without doubt, to the 
monumenta of the Archbishops which Thoresby placed before 
the altar of the Virgin. These stones were inlaid with effigies, 
etc., of brass. Does this entry mean t)iat the brazen figures 
were now, for the first time, inserted in the stones ? If it is so, 
it is certainly most strange that there should have been so great 
a delay, as the monumonts had been placed there more than 
sixty years hefore, and the Presbytery had begun to receive 
other tombs soon after the beginning of the fifteenth century. 
The sum paid is but small. Is it possible that some of the 
figures required re-setting T The fastenings had probably be- 
come loose." 

However " remarkable " this entry may appear to Mr. Raine, 
it will not, I am persuaded, appear so to those who will take a 
fair and unbiassed view of its bearing. Mr. Raine supposes it 
to refer, although not a little puzzled in its application, to the 
fixing of certain brazen figures upon certain Archiepiscopal 
tombs before the altar of the Virgin, and hence he pronounces 
it a very remarkable entry, and calls attention to it, as evidence 
proving beyond a doubt, the existence of Archiepiscopal tombs 
before the altar of the Virgin. But upon what authority, does 
the learned Secretary interpret the entry as having reference to 
brazen figures ? Certainly not upon the authority of the docu- 
ments of the Church, for, in no one of them is there any men- 
tion of brazen figures having been purchased, which purchase 
had it really been made would have formed so considerable an 
item in those days, that it Mould most certainly have not been 
omitted. Then again there is nothing in the Latinity to justify 
the interpretation of " imagines Episcoporum " to mean brazen 
figures, nor in translating " in Petra" or as it is more correctly 
written, according to the original document, "in Peh-is" to 
mean monuments, especially as there is no proof of any monu- 
ments of Archbishops being before the altar of the Virgin. 
What seems to me to be the natural, and proper understanding 
of the entry is, that 6s. 8d. was paid to a man for fixing images 



of Bishops upon brackets attached to the "piers"* fpetris) in 
the East end of the Ctioir, and before the altar of the Virgin. 
The places where the images stood, and the cavities into which 
the iron fastenings were inserted are still perceptible, and the 
sum paid for the fixing, would be at that time a reasonable 
remuneration for a mason's labour, 

G. 

Additional bemarks on the History of the various 

PARTS OF TIIK ChURCH. 

The following few remarks have no immediate connexion 
with the history of the erection of the New Choir which has 
been treated of in the preceding pages, and are therefore not 
necessary to the completion of that subject, nevertheless as 
they are not altogether unconnected with it, nor less interesting 
than the investigation on the age of the Choir, and as ihey 
contain valuable information on the various changes that the 
different parts of the fabric underwent, I have thought it advis- 
able to add them to the present work. 

The Cathedral Church at York owes its origin to the circum- 
stance of the Baptism of the Saxon King Edwin, several of his 
attendant nobles, and a great number of his people, by St. 
Paulinus, on Easter-day, in the year 627. The ceremony was 
performed in an Oratory hastily constructed of wood, around 
which Ed4viu afterwards began to build a larger church of 
stone, and of a square form. 

The recorded statements concerning Edwin's erection are 
clear and descriptive, and in perfect accordance with the plan 
which I have given of it in plate iii in my History of the 
Edifice. t The first glance of the plan presents the form of a 



' A pier is the cc 



a by wiuch 



rid. ToJd'B Jolm- 



+ The wholfl of tho light ahado in t}io plan represents groutod ar concrete 
oiaBanry, ntid (he lilacli broad linca ihsX lie therein, represent aijuarcil oilkB, yarfing 
from S (u 17 inohea in breadth, and from 14 to 31 inohea in dapth, which have been 
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Bimple cross and of simitar outline to the plan of St. Mary's 
Church at Upxham, Canterbury Cathetlral, &c. This form in 
the latter part uf the seventh century found g^rcatcr farour tban 
the mere oblong, or the octangular form, or that which ter- 
minates wilh a circular apse at the cast end. 

Befure the walls of Edwin's Church were completed, he was 
wickedly slain, and King Oswald on succeeding to the throne 
completed the Church. Oswald was killed in battle in 642, 
and the Church became very much neglected, and was reduced 
to little less than an unsightly ruin. On Oswy's accession to 

imbedded in the concrete faundation of the atniotuie. OonaoqtumUy, the poaitum 
and Exteat of the oika may bs ooiuiderad a» detomumag the length of £dwiii'« 
uhiirch, whilst the controto definea the geniirul form, and prDbably tho whole 
extent of Edwin's erection. 

Tho internal length was about 120 feel, nnd (he eitruniB breadth embraced both 
a Ciypt and a high Choir. Tha width of the Choir proper was about 27 feet 
4 inches. Largp portions nf tho iaaer walls yet remain, being about 4 feet 8 incbet 
in thicfcncsa, and faced with stonca laid in the herring bono fashion. Their poM- 
tiona ace shewn by (he medium sLede in tlio plan. 

The wliite y>arts represented in ^e plan indicate thu portions which were either 
left as the originnl soil, or filled up as circumBtoncca rcqnired. The part A it 
supposed to be the site of tho wooden Oratory in which King Edwin and his nobles 
were baptized, for at B was discovered a well of a semicircular form, and of Sason 
formation, nnd in the Choir above it, eiactly over this spot, tho High Altar of (he 
Cathedral always stood. 

As there are attached to tho " Fabric Rolls," five plana or rcpresentntioas, shew- 
ing Professor Willis's ideas of the various ediflcea erected on the site of the present 
Cathedml, and as Mr. Raituj attaches much importance to tho Professor'fl coojec- 
turea, (Professor Willis, he says, argues with great acuteness and ingenuity and hla 
essay mvil be Iho foundation of evpry future hi5[ory of the Minster. Prefaoa, p. ri.) 
I must repeat that tha cambiaing of the large trees, with tho concrete masomy, 
and their pasting under tho walls of Edwin's Churob give convincing evidence, that 
tha whole is of tho same ago, and consequently, that the whole composed founda- 
tion, or surface, was used for the Saxon Edifice. NcvorthelGss, in the face of tbia 
evidence, and the assertion of Venerablo Eede, fliat the chnroh was of a sqtiBre 
fbrm, Professor Willis in his plan No. 1 , throws away the side aisles, the tmnsepfs 
and about 6S ti^ct of tho length of tho Church, and gives an spso to the remaining 
inner Saxon walls, and forms a Choir of about 63 feet long, instead of about 120 
feet, and by this hypothetioally formed Choir he produces his other euppoacd addi- 
tions, and alleratioDS (o constitute a Cathedral, a proceeding w^hioh none hut a bold 
knd visionary writer would presume to adopt, or endeavour to substantiate. 



Al'PENOIK. 

the Throne, and St. Wilfred's appointment to the See of York, 
groat efforts were made to restore the half ruined huilding, 
and render it fitting for divine service. — St. Wilfred renewed 
its decayed roof, and covered it with lead, and glazed the 
windows. 

Scarcely fifty years had passed, when the edifice which had 
been bo carefully repaired, was either destroyed, or greatly 
injured by fire. This disaster is briefly noticed hy Roger de 
Hoveden in his annals, as having happened on Sunday, the 
9th of the Kalends of May, A. D. 741, From the words of the 
annalist, we cannot ascertain the extent of the calamity ; hut it 
is certain, that in the Episcopate of Albert, who was promoted 
to the See a. d. 767, a new church was begun, finished and 
dedicated. Of this church we have the following destription 
by Alcuin. "This very lofty house, supported on solid pil- 
lars, from which spring curved arches, is resplendant within, 
with noble ceilings and windows, and is beautifully adorned 
with many porticoes (or Chapels) by which it is surrounded, 
having very many irhambers under different roofs, which con- 
tain thirty altars with various ornaments." (Ale. de Pont. V., 
1507.) • 

■ It U very probsble that the church commenced ]>y Edwio, flntBliud by Oairalil, 
and repaired by Wilfrid, waa demoliBUed lo ils foimdations, cictpt a portion of tb© 
inner walla of the cboir (ai abevn by tbs medium tint ia plate iii.) To give 
Becurity to the mlid pillari erected by Albert, iji inner wall of about 2 feet tbick 
waa added to ibo innermost gurfaeee of Edwin's harring-bone formed walls, thus 
making the foundation walls fur tbe pillaia, of nbout T feet in broadtli. Id the out* 
ward surfitce of the portions of tiiese additional walls, which are still in exjatencc, 
are several stones which bsve been paitinlly burnt, perhaps in 741 , BeTorol baflement 
■toneB of the ashlar wallinfi;, and several moulded alonea, as represented at D and E 
in plate v. All the monldinga and surfaoos of these stones, which formed the 
interior of the chureh, are ooyered with n coat of fine white plaster, about a aix- 
tMDth of on inch in thickneas ; and it appears that the plaster has been marked 
throughout, so ai to rcpieiont regular-shaped masonry, having joints about an inch 
in breadth -. see specimen at C, plate v. 

Figa. 1, 2, 3, and 4, in plate iii, represent mnulded stonea of arehes of small 
1, probably baloogiag to the church of Paulinus : they have all the 

e charoolar, namtly, their fillets are formed at right angles with the laeeB 
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We have no account uf any injuries bappeniag to Albert'ii 
church until the lUth of September, A. o. 1069,' wheu the 
Normans liaviijg sot fire to eome of the houses in the City, 
the flamea spread, and laid waste the City, and destroyed the 
Church. In the following year Thomas, a Norman, and rhap- 
lain to William the Conqueror, was appointed to the See of 
York, then vacaut. He temporarily repaired the church, and 
afterwards huilt a new one from its foundation, f No chroni- 
cler of cotemporary date with Thomas, has left us a descrip- 



of Ihe Btoocs, a dhaiauter, it U suppaeed, not to be fomiU in any otlier style of 
liDilding, 

At C, C, in the plan, &ru Bomiriroulur headed vhuIu, foimed principBtly of 
undatone ; tbi'y uc alwut S fvot 6 iuohee long, B feot 4 miihee vide, and 1 feet 
in height ; tJicy appear M have heen formed upon a think coat of plaster, spread 
upon pemumEnt cvntreB, ns iiupreBaioos (ud fmgmcnta of the centres ncro lately 
ntmiuning upon some of the plnstor. The vault on thu north aide is nrpreseated in 
plate iv, whore the ashlar wnlling A, is aLio of aandstono or grit. No other use van 
he lusigncd tu these vaults, than that of supporting spiral gtairca^s for the gaining 
euiy BcccM to the upper parts of the clrarcb, nrnl to Ite round towers or belfrey*, 

which were probably placed outside thu wL-slcm angles of thu Edifiee. The indico- 
tian of towers are given by thu remaina of turvi;d iinea prricecdiiig from the sites of 
the arches in phui iii, and as mora diatinctlj shewn in plan in plate vii. Ltngacd 
" conceives that oripnally the Towura wuru ilislaat from the Chnrehes, like the 
celebrated round towers that ore still lomaining in Iceland. A lower of this kind 
was onoo erected before the western entrance of (he old uhurch at Winchester, aa 
we leam from Wolston, 

Turns crat rostiata, tholis quia maxinm qmcdam 
niiUB ante souri pulcherrinia limina templi, &c. 
Act. 8S. Ben., vol. ii. p. 7U."—Lingard'H Anglo-Soion Church, p. 481. 

Professor Willis imagines that lie remains of the cui*ved walls indicate aptddsl 
Chapels, aod upon this supposition he fumiBhes his plan No. I, the chapcU being 
indicated by dark lines ; and as the existence of such chapels would requiru a west- 
ward incloeurc, he atUches bypolbetically fonned Transepts, Tower, and a Nave, 
and produces a plan uf a men: ideal Cathedral. — The preceding acconnt of Albert's 
Ohuruh he thinks ia too " inflated " to belong to the Cathedral at Totk, and that 
" it ntay be inferred that Albert's Church was on a different site from the OalAtdntl 
of Paulinus," and that the eroctioti was either ou seme other site in York, or else- 
where in the diocese." (Willis, p. 4 — 6.) But, assnming that the acciu^cy of the 
Btatement given by Horcdca caniiat he satisfactorily gainsaid, Professor Willis's 
sanaiaes must be chimerical, 

■ iSilH. Duuelm. Rogtri is Itovtfyn Amial. par. pr. Jtliiin Sntmptm, 

t ififfitum Alhmn puMi flocnn. ft Ciip'l. EhoT./B!. 3. 
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don of the Norman edifice ; we must therefore imagine it to 
have been in accordance with the large and magnificent struc- 
tures then existing in Normandy.* 

Archbishop Thomas did not merely build a new Choir, but 
he also, it seems, built Transepts, a Nave, and a Tower, thus 
transforming it into a magnificent Cathedral. From the 
remains of the foundations still existing, it appears that 
Thomas's Cathedral had no apsidal termination either in 
the Choir or Transepts : but it had an extensive high Choir 
approached by steps at the west end, and a noble Crypt, 
which was reached by two series of steps, at the west end of 
the Choir. 

The Choir of this splendid Cathedral was much damaged 
about the year 1171, as it is thought, by fire. Be this as it 
may, it seems certain that Archbishop Koger did either make 
many repairs and additions, or cause great alterations to be 
made in the Choir, as we have the testimony of bases, mould- 
ings, and capitals, of forms peculiar to his time, blciiiled 
with the earlier Norman ones, and used in the foundations 
of the present Choir, and also, of an alteration at the jamb 
of the north entrance to the Crypt, (as shewn in plate xv,) 
and of the variation of formed mouldings as given at K and E 
in plate xiii. 

The historian Stubbs has recorded that Archbishop Hogez 
rebuilt the Choir with its vaults from the foundations, but 
the remains of the Norman Crypt still existing strongly forbid 
such an opinion. 

• The old Saion rhurch WM UyelJed to the foundatiotu, except tbc inner por- 
tions of Edwin's, and Allicrt's walia as shown in plan jdi, where Edwin's wallg 
are shown at hKruig rcociycd on their outward face, a now wall of ahout 4 feet in 
thiekneBs, malting the wiiolo Buhstanpe of wall about 1 1 teet in tJiitkoesB. The>B 
old walls were ahoilened, and Lad lliu Norman walling aildud to (hem as shown at 
the junction F in piste t, where Edwin's herring-bone wall, and Albert's lining 
wall are seen as unbonded with tho Norman walling, njid grouted mnaomy H, I. 
Tha white part represented in the plan in plate lii, was nhortoned about eighteen 
feet and the caHtcm end of the church was eitcoded to an eitcat of about 34 feet. 
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SoTiTH Trans KPT. 
When Walter dc Grey became Archbishop of York in 1216, 
the lancet, or, as it ia termed, the early English style of ecclesi- 
astical architecture, had become the favourite mode of building, 
and either a desire to have a structure in accordance with the 
age, or the necessity of alterations and repairs, caused the 
Norman South Transept to give place to the Transept now 
standing, which was commenced in the early part of the Arch- 
bishop's Pontificate. On the 18th July, a. d. 1227, he granted 
an Indulgence of forty days from penance, to all those who 
should assist the erection of it by their alms.* The undertaking 
was encouraged by the grant of Kobert le Vavasour, of a free 
passage through his lands of stone for the use of the fabric. 
The Archbishop died in 1255, and was buried in the East 
Aisle before the Altar of St. Michael, which he had founded 
and erected in 1230. f 

North Transept. 

Possibly no other reason can be assigned, why the North 
Transept became the next portion of the Cathedral placed in 
the hands of the masons, than the simple desire of having it 
in the new form of building, Stnbbs assigns the honour of 
its erection to John le Romaine, the then Treasurer of the 
Church : but this is not at all probable. Stubbs also states, that 
Komaine built a magnificent bell tower, in the middle of the 
cross, at his own expense. Now John le Romaine was Trea- 
surer only for three or four years, between 126' to 1265 ; one 
Henry having been Treasurer before him, from 126' to 126' ; 
and Edmund Mortimer succeeded Romaine in 1265, and it ia 
absolutely impossible that the Norman North Transept could 
have been taken down, and a new one erected in its stead, and 
a magnificent bell-tower huilt, in so short a space of time. 
This exceeds even Professor Willis's rapid mode of erecting 
buildings. 

• 'Waller Grej's Major Roll, Art, W. f Magnum Album, par. ii, foL 22 i. 
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The Transepts appear to a general or superficial observer to 
be perfectly similar to each other : but by the careful observer 
several distinct characters distinguishing these two portions of 
the Cathedral will be noticed. Thus, the foliage of the bosses 
and capitals in the North Transept, by its varied conventional 
features, and in the South Transept by its simplicity, when 
compared with other erections of known date, clearly shews 
that the two Transepts could not have been carried on " simul- 
taneously," as Professor Willis imagines they might have been.* 
The South Transept was completed probably about 1340, and 
the North Transept between 1260 and 1270; and the distin- 
guishing features of the two Transepts seem not to have been 
attended to by the Professor ; his attention seems to have been 
fixed chiefly upon what he describes as " a strange peculiarity 
in the arrangement of the pier arches and triforium of the 
transepts,"t which peculiarity he explains by illustrations and 
statements, which in my opinion are at variance with the 
simple and demonstrative evidence given by the walls them- 
selves. He represents in his plan No. 3, the transepts as 
having been designed and completed before the Nave, and 
present Choir were formed, with "one narrow pier arch" and 
three other pier arches of greater width, the narrow arches 
being next and adjoining to the piers of the great tower ; and 
he attempts to explain why the narrow arches were formed. 
Facts however are always to be preferred to hypothesis. 

Any one who will take the trouble to examine, with an un- 
biassed mind, the spandrils of the arches in the eastern walls of 
the transepts, to which the Professor alludes, will perceive the 
remains of the voussoir of a large arch of a semi-circular form, 
which embraced that portion where Willis places his small 
arch, and if he inspects the corresponding western walls he 
will clearly see that no small arch ever existed there, before 
the completion of the present piers of the great tower in the 
early part of the fifteenth century. 



■ WiliiB, p. ao. 



t Ibid., p, «. 
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Tliere were only three arches formed at the erection of t 
transepts : which arches were connected with the piers of the 
Norman Tower, as shewn in the second plan in my History, so 
that it was impossible to have access to the side aisles of the 
Normati Choir through the large arches of the transepts. 

On the completion of the present Nave, and new Choir, the 
semi-circular arches abutting against the great Tower were 
respectively altered, and transformed to coneepond with the 
width and style of the aisles of the Nave and of the Choir ; and 
as the transformation left a space not suitable for an open arch, 
between the newly formed one and the central arch of the 
transepts, the space was walled up and decorated with an 
elongated arch, as shewn in plan 1 in my History, and in the 
elevations of pi. xxxiv, and also hy Britton, pi. 14. 

On the transformation of the semi-circular arches, as much of 
their outer voissoirs was unmolested, as could possibly be re- 
tained, and their facial projecting mouldings were chipped or 
chiseled in accordance with the regular ashlar walling, A few 
of the stones with arch mouldings undamaged, the curvature of 
which could be made to fit, were re-used in the construction of 
the new arches. These are plainly and easily distinguished 
hy their being finished with a clawed tool, and having the 
laureated pyramids cleanly and well defined ; whereas the many 
newly formed moulded and decorated stones, are worked with 
a smooth surface, and executed in an inferior manner. The 
pyi-amids also in the hollows are either left uncarved, or of very 
inferior workmanship ; and are so much reduced in size, that 
15 new ones only occupy as much space as 13 of the oM. This 
evidence drawn from the remnants of the old arches, and from 
the new arch stones, overthrows the importance given to Pro- 
fessor Willis's assertion, that " the Early English arches were 
simply shifted, and their arch stones re-set ; " * and renders his 
plans regarding the arches in the Transepts of no value. 

I could probably have explained more satisfactorily I 



scheme of the changes in the Transepts by giving plans and 
elevations. But as in the fervour of zeal to establish any par- 
ticular theory, not only plans, but also elevations and views, are 
sometimes so managed, that they represent nothing except the 
intention they are invented to illustrate, I refrain from giving 
more architectural or artistic representations than those I have 
already published ; and refer the reader to the genuine evidence 
afforded by actual inspection of the walls and the stonGB used 
in arclies of the Transepts themselves, for confirmation of my 
statements. 

The Nave. 

In accordance with the change in size and character then in 
fashion, we find, that the present nohle Nave was commenced 
with enlarged dimensions both in width and length, by Arch- 
bishop Romaine, son of Romaine the Treasurer, previously 
mentioned. The Archbishop laid the first stone on the south 
side, and toward the east, on Friday the 8th of the Ides of 
April (April 6th) a. D. 1291, in the presence of Henry de 
Newark, dean of the said church, Peter de Ros, precentor, and 
other canons of the church then in residence.' To accelerate 
the progress of the new Nave, Lord Robert de Percy granted 
free passage of land and water, on the banks of the Wharf, for 
the stone required ; and to augment the annual fund for the 
fabric, the Dean and Chapter decreed that the Edifice should 
receive annually a Residentiary's share of the common divi- 
dends, and that in case of non-Residence, the fabric should 
receive the income, t 

In 1296, it was decreed that two aeventha of the prebends 
and dignities he levied for two years for the benefit of the 
Church : J — and in 1298, a petition was presented in Court by 
Master Roger de Mar, succentor to Lord Francis the Cardinal, 

" Act. Pontif Ebor. 

t Torre'a MS8. York MioBK^r, fyl. 17, ftom Eepst, G m, fol, 38, wliicli a now 

I Regiit. X a, fol. 
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that a tenth and a third be demanded from the non-residenl 
for the space of three years, or some other quota, aa should 
more expedient and more readily obtained.* 

On the promotion of Thomas de Corbridge, late Chancellor 
of the Church, to the Archiepiscopal dignity, he issued on the 
Srd of the Ides of June 1304, a relaxation of forty days of 
penance, to all those TCho should contribute to the erection of 
the fabric of the Church. f William de Grenefield, the suc- 
cessor to Archbishop Corbridge, issued also a relaxation of 
forty days of enjoined penance, for the benefit of such as should 
contribute to the fabric.J and he himself contributed to the 
advancement of the structure. According to the MS. Bib. 
Cott. Claudius, B. iii. fol. 198, he gave 500 marks.g and in the 
second part of his Hegister the following donationa are entered : 
Wm. de Wyutringham is ordered to pay to William de Long- 
toftes, keeper of the fabric, 100 marks for the fabric of the 
Church : dated 13 kal. September in the 7th year of the Pon- 
tificate.ll — Master Roger de Thorntonn, the (Archbishop's) 
Receiver, is ordered to deliver to the Keeper of the fabric of 
the Church, 50 marks as a special donation : dated at Cawood 
7 kal. June, in the 9th year of the Pontificate.^ — Roger de 
Thorntonn is ordered to deliver to the Keeper of the fabric of 
the Church of York, for the more speedy forwarding of the 
work during the present summer 50 marks : dated firom Shd^ 
field S8th of May in the 10th year of the Pontificate, A. D. 
1314." — Thorntonn also is ordered to deliver to the Custodian 
of the fabric, the sum of fourteen pounds : dated 20th Novem- 
ber in the 10th year of the Archbishop's Pontificate." ft 

William de Melton, Chancellor of the Church of York, was 
elected to the Archbishopric on the feast of St. Agnes, A. d. 
1315, and he in imitation of hia predecessors granted, on the 

■ BeBut. Sede Tsoante, Prerog.-Court, foL 25. 

t Cotbridge'B EegUt., fol. "H o. t Begist, Grenefeld, par. prim. liA. I a. 

i See remark, p. 31. J Begirt,, foL 186, see tnuiscript p. S6. 

H Begut, fol. 135, see tcauBcript, p. 3S. 

•• Eegiat., fol. 201, BOO transoripl p. SB. ft Eegut, fol. 201. 
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10th of the kal. of February 1S20, an Indulgence of forty daya 
from penance enjoined,* and this was followed by another 
Indulgence, dated the Idea of January 1324,t and also by a 
declaration of the benefits to be derived by contributors to 
the new fabric. J 

At the cloae of the year 1337, the noble Nave was so much 
advanced, that preparations were made for the glazing of the 
windows. The Archbishop sent an order from Cawode, dated 
ij, Non. FebT a. d. 1338, to his Receiver, to deliver to Master 
Thomas Sampson, or Lord Thomas de Ludham, the Keeper of 
the fabric of his Church of York, 100 marks sterling, for the 
making of a glass window in the west end of the said Church 
of new construction. § 

Likewise in the same year, Indenture was made between one 

Robert on the first part, and Thomas de Boneston, Custos 

of the fabric, on the other, for the making of a window in the 
west gable of the Cathedral Church ; and for the finding of all 
sort of glass for the same ; and for doing the work, the said 
Thomas was to pay him sixpence a foot for white, and twelve 
pence a foot for coloured glass. || Now the west great window 
is of coloured or stained glass, and contains at least 1117 
square feet, and the Archbishop's donation amounted to 1333 
shillings and fourpence, and therefore we conclude that the 
cost of the glazing of the west large window of the Cathedral 
was defrayed by the munificent gift of Archbishop Melton. 
It will probably also be seen from the above indenture, that 
one Robert was the maker of the window and not " John 
Thornton," as stated in the "Fabric Rolls," p. 29. 

On the Monday following the feast of St. Agatha (Feby. 5th), 
A. D. 1338 (12 Ed. III.), it was covenanted by indenture, that 
Thomas de Boneston, Vicar Chora!, should, at his own proper 
costs, glaze two windows of the Cathedral Church, viz., one 



• Regiat. Melton, fol. 76 4. t Regist, Melton, fol. 83 i. 

i BegUt. Uelton, fol. SIS 6. i BogUt. Melton, fol. 61 a, tee traiuonpt, p. 38. 

II lorro'a MS3. York Mineter, fol. 8, foim Begiat. L y. fol. 60, wUcLi is now loot, 
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on each side, find all the glass, and pay the workmen thd 
wages for the finishing thereof. Thomas de Ludham, Cuatos 
of the fabric, became bound to pay him twonty-two marks 
sterling, viz., eleven marks for each window.' 

From Archbishop Melton's Register we learn that he gave 
for forwarding the building of the Nave, the sum of 500 marks 
by the following donations, — " William &c., to our beloved 
son Master William de Wyrkeworth, our Receiver at York, 
health, grace, and benediction. Whereas we have given 600 
marks to the fabric of the Church of St. Peter at York, We 
graciously command you, that you pay to Master Thomas 
Sampson, and Sir Nicholas de Hugate, Canons of our aforesaid 
Church of St, Peter of York, on sight of these presents, at the 
ensuing feast of St. fiamabas the Apostle, one hundred pounds 
sterling, and at the feast of St. Michael, then next following-, 
the sum of one hundred pounds, and at the feast of the Purifi- 
cation of the Blessed Mary, then next following, the sum, of 
two hundred marks, by indenture then made among yourselves ; 
and we desire that the payments of the said sums be placed to 
your account, on shewing these presents, and the aforesaid 
indentures. Dated at Cawood, the 7th of the Ides of June, in 
the year of our Lord 1338, and in the 21st of our Pontificate.f 
— In addition to the preceding munificent donations the Arch- 
bishop (according to Drake) laid out twenty pounds in renew- 
ing the shrine of St. William. + 

To William de Melton succeeded William de la Zouch, or 
Souche. He was elected on the 6th of the Nones of May, a. d. 
1340, but was not consecrated until the Feast of the Transla- 
tion of St. Thomas of Canterbury (July 7th), A. d. 1342. The 
Chapter, in order to meet the wants of the said Church, and to 
increase the funds for the support of the fabric, on the 10th of 
February 13i3 in general convocation imposed a tax of one 
fourth of all benefices, and offices of the said Church, to be 



• Torre's MSS, 



t Meltcn'a Regist., fol. 62 *, aee transcript, pp. 36, 37. 
X EborBcum, fnl. 433. 



paid at the feasts of the Finding of the Holy Rood, and of All 
Saints, next following, by equal portions.* 

On the 11th day of January in the year of Incarnation 1344, 
the Chapter found it necessary to institute an enquiry, concern- 
ing the expenditure of the Fabric funds, and the state of the 
works, and to take the reports on oath of the respective Masters. 
The application of the funds, and the property belonging to the 
Cliurch, was found to have been much abused, and the Fabric 
to have been materially injured through neglect. The roof had 
not received its covering of lead, so that the rain penetrated in 
great quantities into the Church and the buttresses on account 
of their unfinished state were much damaged by the weather. 
The Chapter accordingly made appointments and regulations, 
for the better managing of the same for the future, t 

Although we do not find in the Archbishop's Registers any 
entries of donations made by him to the fund for the fabric, 
through his Receiver, nevertheless, there is abundance of evid- 
ence in the windows of the Nave, and Chapter-house, to show, 
that during his Arehiepiscopate donations especially of win- 
dows were liberally given. 

On the death of Archbishop Zouch, John Thoreshy, Lord 
Bishop of Worcester, and Lord Chancellor of England, was 
duly elected, in October 1353, to the See of York, and took 
possession of the Archiepiscopal cbair on the 8th day of Sep- 
tember in the year 1354. "Whilst he was waiting for his pal- 
lium, he issued an exhortation, and an indulgence of forty days, 
dated the S5th day of January 13S3, in aid of the fabric of the 
Nave of the Church, yet in progress.:! — On the 19th day of 
January A. n. 1355, the Chapter petitioned the Archbishop for 
a furtlier supply of Timber from his woods for the formation of 
the vault or ceiltng of the Nave.§ — On the 28lh day of April 
1359, the Archbishop made a donation to the fabric of twenty 



• Regiat. G e, or Ada Oipitularia, 1312— 1368, fol. Gl. 

t Itegiat U y, fol. 13 b, J ThorcBhy's Regiat,, ful. 1 

i Thoresby's Ecgirt,, fcl. 316— Vido History, p, 16U. 
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pounds sterling, for the speedy consummation of the works 
in hand,* and, on the 14th of November 1360, another 
donation of twenty pounds to the fabric fund, for the same 
purpose, t Again, on the 7th of January, 1361, he made a 
donation of twenty pounds, J and on the 14th of April, he 
ordered thirty pounds to be given to aid in finishing the works 
on hand. § 

On the 20th day of July, 1861, the Archbishop and Chapter 
assembled, and agreed to begin to erect a new Choir ; and it 
was begun, and proceeded with, and completed, in unison with 
the piers and arches of the large Tower, about the year 1430, 
as I trust I have satisfactorily shewn in my preceding pages. 

The Chapter House. 

Almost contemporary with the erection of the Nave, was the 
commencement of the Chapter House, and its vestibule ; and 
as the features of the tracery of the latter are purely geometrical, 
it is probable that they were commenced about 1284. The 
subsequent commencement and progress of the erection of the 
Nave, which was begun in 1291, and the disquietude of the 
time, no doubt much retarded the progress of the Chapter 
House and its vestibule, and delayed the completion of them, 
until about 1340 or 1350. 

It is stated in a note at p. 53 of the '^Fabric Rolls," that 
the Chapter House at York only received its lead roof about 
the year 1370. That this statement is erroneous, is clear from 
the Indenture made on the 24th February, 1367, between the 
Dean and Chapter and John Plomer, of Blakestreet, whereby 
he was to work with his own hands, and not by substitute, in 
the repairing and covering the Church and Chapter House, 
whenever they might appear to be defective. || 

* Regist. G Oy fol. 17 J.— Vide History of the Edifice, p. 133. 
t Thoresby's Regist., fol. 315. — Vide History, p. 135. 
t Ibid. Regist., fol. 316 a. § Ibid. Regist., fol. 316 b. 

U Regiat. G c, fol. 85 ; History, p, 160. 
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On the parapet of the Chapter House, there is a series of 
twenty-one grotesque figures, consisting of men, birds, and 
animals of varied kinds, among which are four bears. Bears 
were borne by the family of Fitzurse, and it is possible, that 
the bears on the parapet may have allusion to Francis de 
Fitzurse, or Filius Ursi, who was Treasurer of the Church from 
1335 to 1352. 

From a minute examination it appears, that the walls of the 
Vestibule were, at first, erected no higher than the first outside 
fitring-courac, and that the apace within the walls was covered 
by a roof inclining towards the Chapter House yard, and that 
the buttresses were erected to terminate on a level with the 
string-course. At a subsequent period the stone vault of the 
interior was formed, and a dwelling apartment, for some of 
the officers of the Church, made above it. The original but- 
tresses were lengthened, and attached to the additional height 
of wall required for the compartment, and an entrance was 
effected to it, by cutting through the wall of the spiral stair- 
case belonging to the Chapter House, Probably the additions 
were not attempted until about the year 1400, or even later, 
as the erection of the western portion of the Choir, which 
was then progressing, would cause great alteration to be made 
in the sites of the various apartments necessarily attached to 
the Cathedral. 

South West Bell Tower. 

The large old centre Tower was furnished with a bell-ringing 
chamber, and a chamber for the bells. It probably was con- 
sidered inconvenient to take the bells down, and render them 
useless for many years, and therefore it was determined, that 
as the transformation of the character of the old Tower had 
been completed to a height above the roofs of the Church, the 
masons should leave that portion of the Church, and commence 
the erection of the south west Tower, for the reception of the 
bells. Accordingly, in the year 1433, this new Tower was 
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commencod, haviug had every preparation of walling left fql 
its erection, a little above the cornice of the west front, 

At the laying of the first stone of this new Tower for t 
bells, the masons were treated with bread, beer, and flesh mea^ 
and had new gloves and leather aprons given to them,* and I 
large cord of hemp was bought for raising stones for the Towel 
As the Tower progressed it received among its adorumenta, in 
its first string-course, which is beneath the sill of the windows 
on the west side, the name of the Treasurer, John Bemyngham, 
partly in letters, and partly In significant figures, as eaglea £ 
John, and bears for the commencement of the name Ben 
yngham. f 

In the year 1442 there were bought for this new Tower S,OI 
lbs, of iron, for which was paid £6, and for making the iro 
into bars for the Tower was paid £2 5s. Also in the year 14 
other 2,000 lbs. of iron for similar bars were bought. Thei 
bars were used for bracing the Tower, by being embedded 
liorizontally in its walls. J Thus we ascertain the progi 
made in the Tower in the years 1442 and 1444. During t 
said years also there were bought 209 large oaks, and tU 
number of carpenters was raised to eight, and the number ( 
masons reduced to ten. 

In the year 1445 we find the stone-setters remunerated i 
working upon the new Tower ; and we also find that 700^ lb« 
of iron were worked into bars for the same, and 80 oaks aiM 
150 planks bought. In 1446 five carpenters were employed 
and Christopher Plumber and an assistant were working up< 
the new bell Tower for twelve weeks ; hence we are induce^ 
to suppose, that the new Tower was covered with lead duri 
the year 1446 ; after which, the battlements and pinnacla 
would have to he formed and securelv fixed. 



• See History, p, 232. 

f Bemynghiun teoame Treasurer in 1 432. 

t During the restoration of the inner flurfacB of the Tower after tie fire of 1 f 
tlic unsona discovered the enclosed inm baia, abarc the arch Btouee of tho b 
chamber windowe. 
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North West Bell Tower, and new large Lantrern. 

On the completion of the south west hell Tower, the thirteen 
masona employed were reduced to eight. Nevertheless, there 
can be uo douht, that an immediate commencement would 
be made with the north-west Tower; and that the masons 
would be advancing with it during the time the eight plumbers 
were stripping the large spire and Tower, and the five car- 
penters taking down the timbers of the spire, removing and 
rofixing the bells, unfurnishing the bell chamber, and rendering 
the old Tower available for the uninterrupted progress of the 
intended work in that portion of the Church. 

We have no Fabric Corapotus or other document that gives 
information relative to the progress of the two Towers until the 
year 1470. The Compotus for this year informs us, that during 
the month of June the master mason rode to divers places i: 
search of more masons, and that the number at work in the 
Fabric was increased to twenty-three, with a proportionate 
increase of labourers ; and that one Jacob Dam, carver, and 
his assistant were employed. This Compotus or Roll introduces 
us to the near completion of the large Tower. The Fabric Roll 
for 1471 shews that the number of masons was reduced to eight, 
and the number of carpenters augmented to seventeen, and 
that David Carver was engaged in carving nodes or bosses for 
tlie ceiling of the large Tower. There were 480 thick boards 
bought, and an immense quantity of timber sawn, and the 
plumbers were extensively employed ; and by these items we 
learn that the roof and ceiling of the large Tower were nearly 
finished. Half a ton of Spanish iron was bought for bars for 
the windows in the large Tower, and much glass, and five 
glaziers were for several weeks busily employed. 

By the Compotus for the year 1472, we find the carpenters 
reduced to fourteen, and the number of masons raised to fif- 
teen. More glass was bought, and more iron bars made for the 
windows of the large Tower, and four glaziers were employed 
for several weeks. There was paid to divers persons for gold. 
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colours. Oil, and wages (to the painters), for adorning the | 
Tower, £23 4s. 5d. Hence we infer that the great Tower or 
Lantbem was completed in the year 1472. 

On the completion of the large Tower, the north-west Tower 
seems to have been nearly ready for its roof, for by the Coitipo- 
tU8 of 1474, we learn that the number of masons was reduced 
to five, that there were five carpenters employed, and four 
plumbers, and that there were bought for the plumbers' ose 
3,780 stones of lead. The clerestory windows of the Tower 
were now being gleizod, as iron bars were made for them. The 
first of the four bells, afterwards called the " Lady bells," was 
made and hung during the year in the north-west bell Tower. 
It weighed 7 cwt. 2 qrs. 61 lbs. Hence we infer that the north- 
west bell Tower was completed during the year 1474. 

The Rood Screen. 

As soon as all the internal parts of the large Tower, ana 
other essential features of the Fabric were completed, attention 
was given to the designing and commencement of a magnificent 
Hood Screen, for the west end of the Choir ; and it was so far 
advanced in 1479, as to require the services of Jacob Dam, 
the carver, and his assistant William Madiz. Jacob Dam 
made by agreement 175 crockets for one penny each. In 
tbe capitals of the pedestals of the Kings, William Hyndeley, 
the master mason, has left us a rebus of his name, four times 
repeated, by a hind lying (lodged) among the beautiful foliage. 
In the year 1485 we fiud that nine masons were employed, and 
three carvers, viz., David Dam, John Hurtley, and William 
Bushell, the latter making 240 crockets at sixteen pence a score, 
and S2 gurgoyls for twelve pence each. In 1498 and 1499 there 
were nine masons employed, and John Fodergill, a carver- He 
has left us a rebus of his name, ingeniously and elaborately 
composed, and minutely executed on a boss in the vault or 
ceiling of the entrance to the Choir tlirough the Rood Screen, 
which boss gives a positive date for its formation. 
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The word FodeigiU is derived from Fodcr, provision or 
Bubsistence, R, and Gill, a Glen, N. C. In the Boss stands 
a worlcman dressed in a tunic, surrounded by a variety of things 
allusive to the word Foder, or Fodergill : — thus a Goat is 
browsing on the leaves of an Oak ; — a Monkey is armed with 
a sword and shield. Another Monkey is opening a tool box, 
and another holds a tracing board. There are also a pair of 
compasses, a siring of beads, a pair of shears, a large strap, a. 
satchel, a bundle of girths, a dag, an apron, a workman's bag, 
two chisels, and a design-book with a pencil or style attached. 

In 1604 nine masons were employed, and also Kobert Water- 
ton, a carver, and bis assistant, and these two seem to have been 
regularly employed until the year 1515, whon the carving pro- 
bably ceased. During this year the figure of King Henry VI. 
was painted at the cost of SOs. In the year 1518 the magni- 
ficent Screen seems to have been finished, for in that year there 
was erected upon it a large Crucifix, the nails for which cost 
128. 8d., and the veil for Lent, newly made of canvas, and 
painted, was duly fixed. Thus by continued, although not 
uniform labour, during almost three centuries, the noble edifice 
of York Minster was completed. 

None of the Fabric documents pve infonnation concerning 
the time when the sacred services were recommenced in the 
western portion of the Choir. After the year 1400, the Regis- 
ters of the Church show an abundance of mimificent donations, 
and of instances of taxes being laid on Benefices, for the mak- 
ing of the High Altar, its Rere-dorse, and its Tabernacle; — 
but nothing regarding the times of construction. On the com- 
pletion of the erection and adorning of the large Tower in 1472, 
it was decreed that the Edifice of the Cathedral should he new- 
ly consecrated on the 3rd day of July, and that that day should 
ever after be kept as the Feast day of the Church." 

From the following specimens of the supplies of wood, we 
may reasonably imi^ne that much carpenter's work was in 

• Begiit. X a, fol. 17 a ^ tl«a X y, fuL 75. 
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regular progress for many years. In 1475 there were bought 
8 WtiynscottB, 4 large Trees, 600 Tluck -boards, and 9,000 
Hartlaths. In 1483, 737 sawn Tables, 200 Waynscotts, 1,200 
Thick-boards, and 201 pieces of Timber. In 1485, 300 sawn 
Tables, 2,000 Hartlaths, 900 Thick-boards, and 42 pieces of 
Timber, Hence we are induced to infer, that the Prebendal 
Stalls, &c., and the magniflcetit Rood Screen, would be finished 
about one and the same time, and that the services of the Choir 
would be re-commenced in their proper place in the Cathedral 
about the years 1515 or 1516. 

From the completion of the Cathedral, to the early part of 
the eighteenth century, the various parts of the Edifice under- 
went but little alteration. About 1730 a new floor, designed 
by Mr. Kent, was laid in the Nave, the Transepts, and a large 
portion of the Choir. About the year 1793 a lamentable change 
was made in the decorations of the interior of the Church ; the 
marble pillars, &c., the elaborately sculptured* and gilded key- 
knots in the vaults, and the richly coloured and gilded ribs, 
were either painted or coated with the general covering of lime 
and ochre. On the Eve of Feb. 2nd, 1829, Jonathan Martin 
set fire to the Choir, and the stalls, the communion screen, the 
organ, the ceiling, and the roof were entirely destroyed, f On 
the 20th May, 1840, an accidental fire in the south hell Tower 
destroyed the interior of it, and the ceiling and the roof of the 
Nave. X On the formation of the present ceiling, the decora- 
tions on the key blocks were carved from drawings made with 
care by the Author of the present notice, from the original car- 
vings, a few years previous to their destruction by fire. 



* Sec HaUpennj'a "QotMo OmamentB," platOB t 
+ Soo History of (he Edifice, p. 320. 
t Ibid., p. 334, 




Atshu, Aa.m, 69. Where the breadth of 
a Church i» divided into partg, all 
execpt the oontre one are termed 
aiilcM, wingB, portioocB, or inibula- 
toriea. Tho centre part being not an 
aiile, but the body, or the people's 
housu of prayer. 

Alb. An uatdi! lunio cif white linen 
reaehing to the feet, worn by the 
Calholio clergy at the Euohariatic 
Bacrifice. An att in. 1393 oonBiatcd 
□f about seven ells of fine linen, at 
5d. per eU. J^iric Compoiui, 

Allb. Alo. "Far olli at hinging of 
the wcthercoke." F. C. 160O. 

Almeht. See Adhailiolith. 

Altab, 80, 31. An erection of stone, 
or wood and stone, on which holy 
BBcrifice ie made. 

Altar, the High, 150. The principal 
altar in the Church. 

ALTAK-nsBAlia. Wafers prepared for 
consecration in the Eucbariatic Sacri- 
fice. " El in iiij mil WaFfra omptia 
pro cboro, vija. ^^" (1387.) 

Altab-Sckebn. The WTMM, or move- 
able adamod tablet at the hack of an 
altar. Sec Bboedob. 

Anno, IiEcnuDN, RoarE-TEturi!. A stand 
Ui support the booh, from which the 
Gospel, or Lessons vere read, " Id 
tnercede j f^bri reparantis aHi/Hmnn 
feiti in ohoro cum feiro ab eodem 
cm^to, viijd," (H33,) "Pro mua- 
dacione wnkMu in demo eitpitulari," 
(US5,) •' Item, if the LiUnm in the 
Chapiter were akowred and let in 
myddya of the bye where, and the 
roBtf-yomo in the same whore act in 
yc clmpitour, wo thynko ahuldo do 
wol!," (IBM) Sesial. V, e. fot. 152, 
" Item the Icttnm whcrupou the goa- 
poll is red." Hid. SomctimHa the 
leeiran waa of braaa, tho upper part 



being an eoglo, upon the e 
wings of which the booh rcatod, 

Ahful, a small vcaael, or vial, tot 
containing the boly oils. Pmiti'i 
Gloia. 

Ante-Pbnuiuk, The moveable front 
of an altar, varying in material, and 
colour, according to tho eccleaiaatical 
fcafta or aeasona. See Fhontau. 

Ankounbuisnto. OcBBmenla, 

Afbib, 168, 161. The Eaatemmost part 
of the PreBbytery, in the form of a 
semi-circle, where tho Bishop and 
Clergy sat during the divino omees. 

Aacn-BANiw. The squared or moulded 
pioous of timbflt uiad in tluj vaulted i 
parta of a ceiling. 

Abmabioluh, a looker or small oIom 
by the side of an altar, to contain 1h 
articles used thereat. " Damn or- 1 
mariohmt etantem super le wyrkynjf- ] 
horde," Teit. Mor., 1—82. 

Abcblwood. Basel or liaiel trees. Bt I 
in mil. c, aieelwtd emptis de Boberto i 
Crake mvUJB. id, F. C. U18. 

Absebes, le. Small pieces of wood for 
putlogs, also little boarda. " Et in ij 
roil BjieriiiM emptia de Tboma Paly- 
sar de Sandboton, iva. F. C, 1419. 

AiraicHALCUN, 13, Copper and gold, 
or line broaa. '^ Et Johanni Symaon 
de Eborum, pro x lib Wyie de auri- 
calca. — Pro factura cathenarum da 
aitriealeB pro Candolabris, iija. — Et 
pro xiiij Candclabrje do cupro— -pen- 
dendia coram summo altan." P, 0. 



Bakons, 71. Batons. Narrow plonks. 

" Et in V taloHa emptis de Johanna 

Obybroke," F, C, H31. 
Galkb, 71, Large oaks squared. "Et 

in ij qiicrcubus squaratls pro iaiii. 
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F. C. 1434. Thuro won, also iron 
Italkt. 
BANDKLoas, 71. L<w> or dogs of wood, 
xufd for uniting mo ribs in a ceiling. 
" Gt in ix mngnis ehggi emptis ae 
JobftnnD Askrun, ;ixxTija." F.C.lllB. 
See Kudu, al«n Kr.\a. 

BuraitcB. A mnnon'R tangutr is fnnncd 
of one or many stones fimily fixed, 
upon which he plncis the stone ho 
hu to work. 

Babw, i6*. A vesBc] used to coUert 
oblstioiiB 1 for holiling ihe vathiaga 
of tlio priesf B hands when coklimting ; 
or to hold tho uruets uontnining the 
wine and the water. Somo were 
fonned with priclta, and snapcnded 
before altara and ehriiiFs, to hold oan- 
dlej, or tapers. 

Battle. A battle, or boat load of stone. 
In 1431 it cnneialud of 332 cubical 
feet, or 22 tons; in later times of 412 
feet. 

BatteliuIoidm. The cost of carriage bj 
Tosgol in the rirer. (1434.) 

BAtmKTN. Cloth made of silk of varied 
coloun and gold thread or tinsel. 
" Et de vij coarcis sol. Ricardo Ston^r 
pro ij pannis baudkt/i yiridis ooloris." 
Chambarlain'i Oampoiiu, 1380. 

Baudrixbi. Things made of horse's 
tail hair. "In baudrikis footia do 
tclis equamm cum basts emptis pro 
poTtagio lapidum, ys. \\A." Some- 
times the shank of a bell's clapper 
was called a iandrikt, olthongh inado 
rf a bull's hide. " For a bull's hide 
to make bell bawtries, uxijs." F. C. 
1607. 

BliRiNQ-liARWES. Wood frames, with 
handlea, by which two men carry bnr- 
t^ens. Called also Handbabkows. 

BlOATH. A cart drawn by two horaes. 

BouTBW. Tho bolts for pulleys and 
centres of wheels. " Et Johanni Ho- 
ton, potter, pro jactuia vj bohtir-i do 
ere [oo iij oampania mmoHbus. de 
--- ), iTijs. viiid." F. 0. 1471. 



BoNCOATE. 



for the support of a statue, and cdtcn 

much ornamented with carving. 
Bbaos. Nails used for Bcafiblda. "Et 

in c iragi emptis pro le suhaflblds in 

fahrica, iiis." F. 0. 1871. 
BaoACH. Tho old term fur a spire. 

The old beU-tawer of the Cathedral 

had a iroach. Ifidmiura Ftumiarii, 

1371. 



burA-ulttamlfr riride." fori Oarjiut 

Guild ElfiiUr, fol. 3. 
Bvuae. The case in which tbe carparai 

is placid when not in nsc. 
BvBUELL. A measure equal to about 62 

pounds, or S stones of 1 2 poiunda each. 



CAliBLt, II. Gtmerallj a strong and 
stout rope. " Et in operaciono iiij 
petraruni cannlii in j cabelt pro magna 
rota ultra iriagnum campanOo per 
Johannem Kelyngwyk, vs. TJd. F. C. 
1419. 

Calapdiiia lignea. Wooden ahoea or 
patt4:nR. " Item Ticarii celcbrantea 
ad magnum altare, et rectorca ebon 
utunt ligttiu talapadiit contra hones- 
tatem ecclesis." Big. z. o, foL 36, b. 

Calcedon. a stone shining like fiie. 
0. L. Beads were often made of it. 
" Far precutarum del calcedon, cwn 
lo gaudya sr^nti deauniti." Ittvent. 
Joe. Eeei. Etor. Also " unum ciphom 
calcidonie enm uno coopertor~ ds 
goto." Lord H. de PerajT's wiB, 
ZoucMt Rtgitt. fol. 344 b. 

Calbbs, Chaltbs. a small bundle, 
or sheaf of pieces of steel. " In v 
petris calebii emptis Tijs. iid. — iiij 
sheiffs de calabe.'' F. C. 1616. 

Calltber tatles. (1G79.) Cai.bbbii 
TULES. steel tools used by glaziers 
and other workmen. 

Canabka, Canabi, Canabb. a cord of 
hemp. "Pro &ctnra unius miMAa 
pendontis supra Corpus Chriati, icxd." 
{C. 0. 1361.) "In j nova magna 
corda ewM'i™ hoc anno." (1*33.) "In 
j magno caboU conabi emplo." F, C. 
1431. Sec Shheli.. 

CANUEijkBHA. They were suspcsded 
fVom the ceiling of the Churoli, and 
sometimes were formed into Coronas, 
or clusters. " Pro x lib wyro de 
'auricoloo i»'o factura cathenorum da 
Buricoloo pro «uMfaJa£i-M. — Etproxiiij 
eattdelahm de cupro, pcndendis oorau 
summo altari." F. 0. 1473. They 
wore of various sizes, and of various 
quality. There was a golden oand*- 
ialtnun in the Choir, vidlt., " Septem 
oereoe ^uelibit tiiura libronim super 



ciUirfafaJrHw ftuream in Choro quod 
quidem can/Ulabr' in omnibaa et arde- 
bit in feutis dupUoibua, ct in anniver- 
Edriis Bogerj, et Wallfri Groy, Aroh- 
iepieooporum, ot in obeequiia canoai- 
OOnini BHpultomm ia etdodft die bo- 
pulture Qorundinn fit dehont rauDrltri 
in anno. Soilicet, ad Kat~ Dni~ od 
Paacha. et in feato ApOBlulDnun Potd 
at Pliuli." Lib. Stalul. Ebor. fol. 7- 

Candlb Pascus, ISif 1G5. A large 
candle, or pillar of wax. It vaa 
placed on the Gospel aide of the Altar, 
and lighted dunog the oelebratiDa 
of part of the Moss, and Vosperi, 
froja Holy Saturday, until tbo As- 
oenaion of our Lara, shewing that 
Christ the light of the voHd had riaim. 
It was often embellished with colours 
and floweia. Statuta £bor., fol. 7- 

Candles. Candlca for the Viuara when 
at servioe in the Ohoir were small 
onea, and vers ualled "Itt Crittiam" 
<a " ptaller auvBu." Stg. T y, fol. 
72 ; also B y, foL 826. 

Capbvla. a uhest, ooffln, or caae. 
Tnnt. St. WiO. 

CiEDK-luMBAHn. Cloth froni Low- 
hardy, usud for TOBtmnota. " Et pro 
j peoB da CanUlimianl pro Vestnienta 
vji. Tiijd." F. 0. 1371. 

Catobb. a iDiaU vessel or boat " To 
a Oatchman fur oanTing two wehbea 
of leade in bis Oalelu to Burrowe 
htTBge, ijs." F- C. 1S79. 

Ckahcel. The cnatEnnoat part of a 
Church, where the Altar is placed, 



The maaons formed models of clay 
[daced iu ckar^eeri. " m\ e/tarfmri 
plumbi pro moulda." F. C. 1399. 

Chihoil, Cuynobli- Cobbles inim the 
■ea Doaat. " Pro cariagio de chyiigtll 
per navem a Besill et Humbre pro 
p«Tinionto ataith, irja." F. C. 1422. 

Choi*, 2, fifi, 98, Ouiro. That portion 
of o Cathedral wbioh ia appropriatvd 
for the Choriatera and the non-offlcia- 
ting Hiniatvra, and aoparate &om the 
Ohuusol and Ibo Nave. It consista 
of tho part between the piers only, 
'- ■'■ "' """ only pasaagea for 



I the aislea a 



a the C 



Dried flags 

. _ . . air, EeTestry, 

Pulpit, Treasury, and Sacristans 
Chamber, for all tho double fbasts 
from ihe fraat of St. Miohacl to Pen- 
tecost; oRer which feast, mata were 
used. Slat. EaL Ebor., ioLT. "Pro 



foasatia, et aiecandia carreclatia do 
Jlaghtei, (apud Langwath) nvs." 
D. 1396. 

ig twenty or 



Cist. 



Clooqs. Pieces of 

Boo BANDGLOOa. 

CoDDBZ, BuBHis. Casss wherein the 
bolsters or axles of bells or wbeda 
move. "Et in ij eodiies de Ere emptis 
pro j Earr xxiia." (1399.) Somotimes 
DueluoDS of aiik or linen are called 

Conaiii.. A stone projcctiiig from a 
wd), for the support of some object. 
It is often riobiy adorned. 

CouPO&AL, or Coui'OitAi. Pall. The 
upper linen cloth spread upon the 
Altar, in allusion to the linen sheet 
in which the body of Christ was en- 
veloped when interred. 

CoHOHA, 161. A series of cirtles, each 
succeeding upper one shortening its 
diameter. It was sospended from the 
roof or oeiUng, and bore a profuaion of 
lamps or candies. See Candrlabra. 

CotnEa, 15. The atonea at the anglea 
of a building. 

CEBDBI.L. A ease used bj various trades, 
but especially by glaziers and plumb- 

eT9. ■' £t ij cardis pro le »%Mf 
plumbariorum." F, C. 1*34. 

CbbLb. a ooueavB iron trellised tray, 
on which stones were laid to be raiaed 
to the buiiding. " Item iij eitlai tern 
ligati imni oaUieniB pro wyndyng pe- 
tramm." P. C. 1309. 

OBOCEETTa, 19, 20, 174. Adornment* 
of carved foliage, plaoed on the outer 
mouldings of spires, eanopiea, &o. 

CaosDiR, 1 24. A staff, surmounted by 
a CTOSB, the ensign of an Archbishcni, 

CsDDSEs, C&owDs, Cbtpts, 32. The 
vaulted part beneath a Choir or other 
partofaChurcb. Note, £w(., p. IBS. 



Dakflade, Dahf-load. From eight 
to twelve tons of stone, borne by an 
open boat. 

Douitu. A quantity equal to one Ion, 

See TCKTVOHT. 

DoBsiLL, Dorsal. An ornamented 

cloth suspended at t^ bacll of an 

Altar. 
DntM., BarvBLiBa. An instrument 

with which holes oro bored for pina 

or plugs. 
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Fatdbz, Fatnes. Vanes, or weather 
cocks. *^ £t Johanni Colann pro tac- 
tura loz faydez pro Campanili, zxd." 

iF. R. 1485) — "Pro xvj lb cupri pro 
B2 faynet pro noYO Campanili, yis. 
viiji" F. C. 1498. 

Fatolb, 12. Linesocd oil rendered fat 
^y ^0, used for oil gilding. 

FuuiBZ, Fernb. a moYcable iron yes- 
■el containing a fire of wood or char- 
coal, for the use of the masons. "In 
arboribus omptis, pro lufeme** (F. C. 
1421.) — "Les groas pro cementariis 
ot los femw in Campanili.'' F. C. 
1486. 

FiBBPBEEEz, 60. Pieces of firs used 
for scaffolds and ladders. " Item in 
xiiij flr»perrez cmptis pro skaffaldyng 
per William Ncuton, iijs. iid." (F. C. 
1418.) — "Et in vuj fyrsperrez emptis 
pro scalis, ijs." F. C. 1419. 

Flaohtes, Flaoozs. See Ciepi. 

Flbkbs, Flekkes, 81. Hurdles made 
of hazel rods wattled together, to 
make enclosures. " £t in Ixxx flekea 
de yirgulis emptis apud Acastcr Scl- 
by, ^reci pecii vjd." (F. C. 1434.) 
" £t m -vAiJUkea emptis pro scaffald- 
3mg super campanile vijs. iiijd." F. C. 
1421. 

Flete. a quantity of pieces of wood 
fastened together and floated on the 
water. 

Font. A stone yessol in which the 
water for holy Baptism is contained 
in a Church. Sometimes a small 
well is called a Font. ** In j corda 
empta pro fonte astillar, xd." F. C. 

1371. 

FoTHEB, 25. A f other consisted of 180 
stones of 12 pounds weight each. 
"Pro quolibet Fother plumbi con- 
tinente centum et quatcr yiginti pe- 
tras.'' Indentura Flumbariif a. d. 
1370. 

FouBMEBS. Tools bv which not only 
lumps of clay were formed into models 
to be carved by, but by which several 

farts of a carved stone were finished, 
n 1399 the stores of the Cathedral 
contained 300 iron fourmera for the 
use of the masons. 
Fbeynes, Fringes. " Ornamental edg- 
ings or borders, originally the ends of 
the threads which composed the stuff, 
fastened together to prevent their un- 
ravelling." Pug%n*8 Gloss, " Et pro j 
pece et x idnis de freynes emptis, 
xiiijs. viijd." F. C. 1371. 



Fbontal. a moveable front to an AHar. 
See Antbpendium. 

Ftbbtoboabds. Large boards or tables 
made of Jir, for the glaziers to form 
the compartments of glass upon. 

Fyrestanb. This stone is often called 
gritstone ; it resists the action of Jire 
more than limestone, hence the term 
fyrestane. 
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6abi«e, 167. This term is, in old docu- 
ments, applied to the ends of Church- 
es; thus, the west great window of 
the Cathedral is said to be in the gabUy 
as is also the east large'window. 

Oaddbz, Gads. Pieces of bar steeL 

Gabjbs, Calebs, 21. Small bundles of 
pieces of bar steel. 

OiBSTS, 80, Joists. Squared, thick, 
and long oak trees ; caued also balks. 

Gtpsum. White plaster, with which 
the plumbers made tiie bed upon 
which they remade the webs of lead. 

GntAPS, Gtbopes. Guide ropes ; small 
ropes used for the guiding safely any- 
heavy body when raised in building. 

Girdle. The white cord with which 
the priest girds the Alb round his 
loins. 

Gbopino, 71. Cutting forms and moulds 
in a wainscot by the aid of gouges. 

GuROOYLE, Guroille, 20, 174. A pro- 
jecting stone, serving as a spout, 
and often carved into the form of a 
drunken man, or some monster, 
through the mouth of which the wa- 

. ters from the gutters of roofs are cast 
clear of the walls of the structure. 
Sometimes the term is applied to pro- 
jecting figures which are not spouts, 
as at die union of pediments and an- 
gles of buttresses. 
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Hausor. a cable or rope, which may- 
vary in its nimiber of strands, from 
three to three hundred. 

Haxshafts, Axeshafts. Long handles 
made of ash wood for axes. 

Hefts. Handles. " Item j chane cum' 
heftSy* viz., one chain wifli two hand- 
les, with which the plumbers threw 
the lead pan. F. C. 1399. 

Helm. " Item j helm ferri." A lever 
attached to the plumber's swape. 
F. C. 1399. 



HiiNQRED wBiOHT. TluB consistsd of 
eight nUmei of twulvc pounds weiglit 
uwh etons. 



lucuH, Holia, Holly. " £t in cariagio 
IX fotliHn ilicum a EnottynDlny us- 
que Eborum, per IlugDnem Nabume, 
ityiija." F. C. 13B9. 

IxAOB, TMAOO, 41, IH lee. A lenc 
applied to represontatioca of the liu- 
man Agare in windowa and paintings, 
ax well as to atatuoa. 

Incaubiuh. Ink for parchment. "Et 
in porE[ameno et incausto enipto pio 
litetis.'* F. 0. 1371. 

IncuB. An anvil. " Boberto Smyth 
pro hedyng incudii pro fnbro, xiiijs." 
F. C. 1473. 

iNTAMUt, 20, 21. A carver. John 
Fodergill, tho onrrcr, was called an 
mUilor, in 1498. 

iKTXtLYNO, 19. Elaborate earring. 
Nolo, Silt p. 267. 

Ibohwohk. a term applied prindpally 
to adumments made of iron, such as 
exist on the doors of the Chapter- 
Houac, and the Cope cheats in the 
Cathedral. The gi-eatest bulk of iron 
was Spanish. " Jolianni(jylyot pro 
j dolio EspovncB iron, C, a." F, " 
1471. 



JoaoLE. A term applied to the nietbod 
by which stones are united, or by 
which one stono is lot into utJother. 

JwBE. A representation of tho geneal- 
ogy of Chnst, vbether in painting or 

Juna. The rood beam or gallery over 
the Entrance of the Chancel or Choir 
of a Church, and so called trom the 
words "Jubc, Domne benedicero," 
which were often pronounced frata it. 

JtiDAS. The bnwl or saucer on the top 
of a candlestick, which rcocives the 
straying wax. It had gcnersll]' a 
spilio in the centre, and at the edge a 
tu»o or smnll spoui, Tho York Ouild 
of Corpus Chnsli had three jttdaaet. 
" Item lego suBtenta«:ioni eujuedam 
InniiniB vucati tonihcs que pouuntur 
■upor lea Jndaift ibidem ije." Book 



Kbtbli, KvwEu,. A round bar of 
iron, umd aa a roller when placed 
beneath a large atone that has to be 
mored. JKeriUi wore used not only 
by masona, but also at the quarries, 
"lu ii Kywell emptia de noro pro 

logiUiija. ij Keyella fcrri." Sta- 

pSloti, quarry. F, C, 13UB. 

Khvb, fiS, 176. Loga or eloffga of 
wood placed in ceilings to receive and 
secure the enda of mculded riba. 
Eeya ore oiten called nodea. "Et in 
x^ Koyes operaodia pro colura dando 
pro pecia qnolihet vs. liij. 1." (F. C. 
1371.) "Et in denar" solatia David 
Carver pro Ics Carvyng Nodonun 
cerforum, ivij. iiij." F. C. U71. 

EiNO-soRESN. A term given to the 
Bood-screen of York Cathedral, tho 
west side of which is decorated with 
the images of tlie Kings of England, 
trcna Wuliam the Conqueror to Henry 
VI. inolusivo. 

EiBK. A Church, a term still in use in 
Bcotluid. 



Lantebb, IGI, A tower which hai 
the whole height, or the greater part 
visible from the ground inside, and 
lighted by its own tier of windows. 
Alao small moveable encased lights. 

Lardosb. a screen at the back of a 
seat or behind an altar. Sec Bbbb- 



Ledugr. a la 



a, flat at 
imbs. The f£ 



1, generally 
mWl 






offf 



^fot, 114. 



, applied to some of tho hoi 

ttmbera of a acafl:old. 
LRTtEUN, Lgctebn. Bcb Ahho, 
LiDBTS. The spaces between the jambi 

or mnlliona of a window. 
LoDOB. This term was applied 

iDclosed shed wherein the mssi 

worked. 
LuTO. A mixtun) of loam and day. 



Uabk, Muic, 9S. A coin, or aun 

139. 4d. 

Masticot. 13, MAsainiT. Fr. Ceruas 
caleined by a moderate degree of fire ; 
of this there arc three aorta, the white, 
tho yellow, and that of the golden j 
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culour, Uitir difibrtnnn 



>ur, Uitir ainbrtnim aruins 
ditfcRiDt dtgra.-* of Aro ■ppli 
□pomtion of i^BlcmBtica. M 



tho Dpomtion 



liikiaon. 



. « of 1,000 IIm., _ .. 

UiNSTuaia. A cumpsoy of perfomii 
on tnuiioiil inatruininita, often inn- 
plof 1x1 OD aurou of the grcwt ftuts of 
tbu Churoh. Thua, in 1373, "pro 
MinstralliB die TmiuUalami Sancti 
Willolmi, iiia. iiijd. Et nUdem pro 
iilj diebiu PoDtooaBt«, xiiji. Uijd." 
BobWaitw, 

Uauiva, Muu«iL A iIoiil' moved by 
hind labour to grintl un a idab culoun 
fur painting. 

MouLii. Tb« cut form uet>d to pudu 



Naiu. Tbe folloirtng kindj of nnila 
were and in tbu year 1434, costiug 
the altacbcd prices per 1,DD0. 

Double apylung . 2 11 
Middle spyking . 1 S 
' Broddoz ' " 

BcobomQ 
Eyrklead 
Oolet , 
Tyugell, 

Bimn, Miirra. A specieB of wnttlod 
work, used to protoot windowa, fit. 
from injury. "In tiatta pro foneatria 
Yitriia m Ecclaain rijd." l\ C. 1443. 

Havi, 67. Tho contrnl or middle put 
of a Church oxionding from Iho west 
end to the Tranaept, or (o llio Choir, 
or Ohanoi'l, acconlinp to tbe naturo 
and extent of tiio Cburoli. In Large 
Btructurva it baa generally ono or 
inora aialca on I'acb sido. In amnller 
buildings it is oonimonly witliout 

NiMBOS. Tho glory or eirclo of rays re- 
preaeiited round tbu bend of ft sacred 

Nodi, 12, 18, 173. Knofs or Boasea. 
They are often called ktt/s, and are 
generally in ociliiigB, and adorned by 
carving. See Bamdb loos. 



Obit, 160. A secvioo performed annual- 
ly for the eon! of a pargon dcccaaod, 
ou thd annivenury day of hia doatb. 



OuQAif. 33, 112. About the ym l«M 
the mat mention of an ornm in tlie 
Cathcdml ia fbuml, by Uw ma of 
iija. iiijd., being ratonl ob the »a- 
nual payment for the jikyin^ of it; 



prcviotu to which t.._. 

•mmingly were omplofed. Sm Mm- 
■nuiLi. There wu ■ onmU pr-^*-^- 



, , ..._ . . pair Hf ribbod bit 

low% Rttbv Altai of the UMwdVv- 
gin ill the Or^pt, oa in 148d wo fUd 
enlerod, "Et portwioDo (organontm) 
uaque domum Fratnim Minortun, et 
ri>purtaciuni! od euel«iam Cath. vdL" 
There wai alio a great oi^an, with 
two pair of ribbed bellowt, in the 
Choir; in 1433 it waa paitlT mada 
anew, at a coat of £1, and m 1470 
two pair of bellowa were made foi it, 
at the ooat of ISs. 2d. Note, Eitt., 
The Organ player w»a the 
' " ' ' I of the choris- 



pAi.i.. A name given to the linen uppa 
oorering of an altar, to which *ome- 
tintcs waa attached on antependiom 
or frontal. " Quatuor potfa pro il- 
tare" — quinta palla pro altore cum 
frontelle.^' .B^mC. Xn, fbl. 31. Also 
a small linen cluth placed upon the 
chalice, aignilyingthBaudary or linen 
cloth in which the head of Cbliat 
wrapped. 

' genera 

lag work ; or a oompartmont of a 
woiUBcot or w ilin g, or of the aur&oe of 
a wall ; or tbo compartment of glaaa 
in a window. " Item xl pentUt viai 
parvi valorib." F. 0, 1389. 

Panniis ACBEus. Cloth of gold fof TMt- 
mcnts. "£t pro uno panno nureo 
empto de Thoma Setter, iiijl. xi^a. 
iiijd." (1371.) 

Pabolosb, 22. A screen which eacloaea 
a ebapel or other apartaiBnt. " In j 
ymagioe beato Mario empta cum f^o- 
tura tabemaculi BuietpicturacjnBdem 
atanlia auper la parcloit anto AUare 
Sancti Slcpbani." F. C. 1419. 

Patbll, Peel. A kind of ahovel to pMi 
things into and thim an oven. "Aran 
iij pBtellia pro enclyng vitrin." F, 0. 
13»9. 

FsLvta, Baaons, either to aland, or to 
be suspended before altars and images 
to hold lamps, or furoished with prlokt 
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B y, fol. lea. " De ijijs, jd. aol. pro 
cathenia novis emptia pro lij pcltibuB 
■rgentf is pendentibuH coram aummo 
Altttri." (13S9.) Also Btuliod cup for 
a Tane or venttwrcocb. '' £t Thome 
Gray pro j mngna fmhle, et ij aliis 
peoiis pelnum pro \ez Faydcs in novo 
Cnmpanile in flno occidentaii eMleaia 
Cath. TH. Id." P. C, H8fi. 

Fbhdint, 80. A hanging boss, or other 
omamimt. Examples of Pendants 
richlr carved majr be aeon attached 
to the oanopiea of the stolla in the 
Ohapter-Hotue of the Catliednd, 

Fbyne, 14, Pahb. a compartment of 
H Triiidow. " Et in denariis Bolutia 
Matheo Pety pro faEtura miiij lea 
pt^n do Yitro na." P. C. 1471. 

Pm, flfl, 70, 71, 164. A term oftoo 
given to the masB of maBonrf aup- 
porting arcbcB, although decorated 
with attached pillats. Somctimea a 
pier ia improperlj termed a pillar. 

Piu.12, 151. A term given 1o a long 
and round support of one regular 
diameter. Pillara are frequcntl}' call- 
ed calmnns, hut improperly, as the 
latter are governed by classical pro- 
portion, 

PiHNACLB, 89. A verticle piece of ma- 
Bonry or carpentry gradually dimin- 
iihing to B point, either plain or 
decorated. 

PLAVNCHia, 71. Plahu. Boards about 
three inchea in tbickneaa. " Et in xl 
sfanHcAM emptia preci eujualibet jdj." 
F, 0. 1446. 

PtAfBTHATA, 22, 23. A waggoD load, 
vrbich eonsisted of tweoty-four cubic- 
al feet ol sUme, or one aod a half ton. 
(1434.)' 

PlEOH, PlBPOOB, PlBDOBT, PLUOQH. 

A wooden peg or plug. 
PlbOdaI, B. The day on wMeh the 

ropes of the ecaffolds wure examined 

and plugged or pinned tigbtor. 
PoomotBEN. An iron rod, with which 

the [dumber atirs tie lead whilst it ia 

hoing rosmelted. 
PoiuuNi>BB, 16. The fiiiit of a foreign 

tree of which bcada are often formed. 
PowDBB. Roain powdered tor aoldoting. 

" Et xxxvi lb powder pro Boudyng. 

(1401.) Price a^d per lb. in 1434. 
Pb^odlb, 16, 16. Beads with which 

pray en are counted. 

"' The miscd portion of 



the floor of a Church on which the 
Altnc is placed. 

Pbksbitbrv, FREBBnosT, a, 88. The 
elevated and enclosed portion of a 
Cburoh ox Cathedral on which the 
High Altar ia placed, appropriated 
lo the Miniaters of the Altar, The 
nanie ia often, although erroneoua- 
ly, extended to include the whole 
of the spaoc between the Presby- 
tery and the eaat end of the Church, 
aa at York Minater, and somctimea to 
embrace the whole Choir. Tim Pres- 
bytery in. York Cathedral was a 
mmctuary, and in it stood the "Rid- 
ilool" or Chair of Peace, 

Fin.Bz, 60. Pulley — a block containing 
anumberof wheels on one aiiL "Itm 
j par de pidet cum yj shives." P. 0. 



QuiRB. See Choir, 

Quoin, Cotn, Coiki, 76, The external 

was uacd for the angular projections 
placed at the vertiijal angles of the 
wall for ornament. 



Bbvba-L. The side of an opening fbr a 
window, doorway, Ac., between the 
framewoik and the outer eur&ce of 
the wall. 

Reynh, Panndb dh Rbtnb. Cloth from 
Eeynsburgh in Holland, of which 
corporals were made. " Et de vJB. 
viijd. solutia pro ij Corporala pro lum- 
mo altari de paono de ficvna." F. C. 
1397. 

Rerrdobr, Riukdurbe, 66, 17a. A 
Hcreeo immediately behind an altar. 
See DoBSGLi.. 

Rib, 68, A projecting band on a ceil- 

Ridob, The upper angle of a roof. 

RiOHAuiB, 68, Rtdealts, Hioauw. 
Big or back, the top of a roof or 
arched ceiling, and liatdt, at hails, 
holders, ri/fhoiderii, the highcat ant! 
chief timbera of a coiling, upon which 
other picoca or riba rent, 

HiuTBKi,, The tilea whioh lie over the 
ridge of a roof. 

BoDA, Boos. This oonsistddof asquoro 
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of lead twenty feet in length and 
breadth. ^'Continente viginti pedes 

Eer ulnam usualem in longitudme et 
ititudine amovend." Indentura 
Flumbariiy a. d. 1370. 

Rood, 66. A large crucifix placed above 
the entrance to a choir or chancel of 
a church. 

RooD-sciUBBN, 174, 176. The partition 
that separates the chancel or Choir 
from the body of the church. Within 
the screen in Cathedrals a gallery was 
formed, to which the sub-deacon and 
deacon ascended to read to the people 
in the body of the church, the epistle 
and gospel of the day. 

Roof, 71, 176. The external covering 
on the top of a building. 

RosTE-TERNB. See Ambo. 

Rota. A large wheel or windlass. In 
1399 there was in the old bell-tower 
of the Minster " j rota pro wyndyng 
plumbi et cemente," and in 1447 there 
was paid "pro Icz hoops, gojons, plates 
ct aliis neccssariis ferri pro Ics s^tre 
magne rote in Campanili ijs. viijd. 
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Sabula. Coarse sand. From a hill at 
Clementhorpe, and also from the river, 
sand was obtained for the fabric of 
the Church. 

Sacrarium, 9. The piscina or trough, 
in which the washings of the priests' 
fingers were thrown. 

Sacristy. An apartment attached to a 
church, in wmch the sacred vessels 
and vestments were kept. 

Saoher. a sawyer. 

Sambtt. a cloth of red silk and gold 
for vestments. " Et de Cs. pro pa^is 
blodii Samett pro capis faciendis. 
Chamberlain* s dmpotuSy 1388. 

Sanctus BsLii. A small bell rung at 
the Sanctus, and at the elevation of 
the host and chalice after consecra- 
tion. 

Sanctuary. That part of a Church 
where the altar is placed. 

Saplyngs, 81. Stout firs or larches, 
used for the standards of scaffolds. 
"Et soL Johanni Skelton de Eborum, 
pro yi magnis Saplyngs emptis pro 
scaffaldyng in le severy Archiepiscopi 
xiiijs. £t sol. eidem Johanni pro xxxj 
magnis saplyngs et arboribus emptis 
pro scaffiEildyng in Campanili cum ca- 
riagio a loco predicto xljs. viijd. F. C. 
1423. 



Sabcina, 22. A bag. Sand was often 
conveyed in bags fixed to a frtune, 
and hung by the sides of a horse. '^In 
ccc sareinis sabuli cariatis per Hiigo- 
nem Cariour hoc anno xxvijs." F. C. 
1386. About fifty years ago an old 
man in York used to dispose of Acomb 
sand brought to York on the back 
of his ass, in pendant bags. 

ScAPFOLD PINS. Plugs or large pins 
used to tighten the twitching ropes' of 
a scaffold. See Pleoh. 

ScAPPLE, ScEOPiLL. To rcduco newly 
quarried stones to some regular form. 

ScuYVES, SciovEg. The name of the 
wheels on one axis in a block or pul- 
ley, wheireby heavy wei^ts are raised. 
"£t in ij sehyves de Ere emptis de 
Thoma Sowerby pro j magno pulee 
xvjs." F. C. 1386. 

ScoMER. A plumber^ s aeomer is a large 
ladle, concave, and pierced with holes, 
by which during the resmelting or 
fining of lead the dross is gathered, 
and die pure metal runs through. 

Scope. A small bucket affixed po a pole 
to gather water from a stream or river. 

Seam, Seme. A quantity of glass con- 
taining twenty-four wyspes. 

Semfxl, Sbmyll, Semilacer. Half 
dressed or hackled hemp. " Pro Ixiij 
petris canobi de Semell emptis apud 
Hull, emptis pro j novo Cabill faci- 
endo Ixxiijs. vjd." F.C.1423. "Pro 
Ixxx petns semyll pro magno Cabyll 
et hausers faciendis, Ixvjs. viijd." 
F. C. 1446. 

Settynchisel. a bar of iron, about 
eighteen inches long, chisel-shaped at 
one end, and used by masons when 
placing stones on the wall of a build- 



ing. 
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Sheiffs. Bundles or burdens, "mi 
sheiffs de calabe." (1616.) "Proyj 
*ttr<fe« de les steill, xviijs." F.C.1628. 

Shingle. A term given to oak boards 
when used as tiles for the covering of 
roofs. 

SiNAPER, 8, CiNOPER, Cinnaber. Ver- 
milion. An article much used by 
painters in decorations. 

Singing bread. A name ^'^^n to the 
altar wafers or breads. " Et in iiij«a. 
Wafers emptis pro Choro vijs. iiijd." 
A. D. 1371. " For seven hundredth 
and a half singing brede spent this 
half year xjd." F. C. 1649. See 
Altar breads. 

Sleadyng. The act of moving a heavy 
weight placed upon a strong hurdle 
or sledge and drawn along the ground. 



Smckixq, The pulvoriKing of burnt 
limeatono by wetting it with water. 

Sqcdtmq. Soldering. "Et in i^cm 
lb powder pro lom^Bj, vja. ixd. Et 
in xyiij lib de Tyn eiaptis pro jourfyn j 
iiiji. yjd." F. 0. 1401. 

8F4aBB8. Ficces ol oak, about fivi^ 
inches deep and four broad. " Et in 
ix quereuhs emptis pro tparrii preri 
pecia yd." F. 0. 1434. 

Sfihb, 89, 173. See Bboacu. 

SfandBeL, so, 163. Tho space botweca 
an urch and a right anu;lo, fonaud by 
the outer or other mouldings. 

Stai-f. a Bisbqp'a ataif has the upper 
part of it in the torni of a Bbepherd's 

Stanzons, 71. Short Btraight piocce of 
timber. F. C, 1434, 

BTinRS, 6S, Stslle, The oeilines of 
ijiurches were oAcn painted of an 
ftzuTG colour, and decorated with 
gilded or Bilvered Hlam. There 
were also large blazing lights, oaUecl 
atars, made of (allow, and wicke of 
dried ruahea, towards which Ihe Trea- 
surer of the Church had to give 6ye 
atooea, or 60 Iba. of tallow, and all 
the other neceaaaricB, except the nuh- 
ea, which were provided by the Birfiop 
of the choral boys. Of the atarg thus 
doBaribed, one was used at the corS' 
mony of tho adoration by tho shep- 
herda on Christmaa Eve, and two at 
the adoration of the three kings on 
the Eve ot Epiphany. Statut. Sect. 
Mar., fol. 7. 

Statue, 101, 1S4. Dr. Bock imaginea, 
" a &!r statue of the blcBEod Virgin 
Mary alood (always) on tho northern 
side of the High Altar ; but at York 
Cathedral, the statue atood on tho 
south aide and that of SL Peter on 
the north." 

Si'KBBSuuDB. Naila for aocuring the 
itraw Inths. 

STttELATils. Wood laths tor faatamng 
the thatch on a thatohod roof. 

Stosb, Twelve pounds of weight waa 
one ileiis. " Pro qualibet potra lij 
librorunu" Indiaiura PlMmiarii, i.v. 
1370. 

Sttlino, Steeuno. " For mendingo 
tho maaona' towlea in their worke and 
for i(j/fc to them, 4b. 3d. For mond- 
inde and ilj/liiig four ohusella." K. U. 
15BD. 

BuwAOiDH, SoHHB, DiT. A burden, 
" In CDC Sumag. aabuli cariatis per 
nugancm Coiiour hoc anno zivijs." 
Sec Sjuicinai. 



Stirxit AkTAns, A portable coosecrated 
alCoi stone. Tho Cathedral had one 
of JBBpor, adumed about the edges 
with ailvor and gold, enriched with 
previous stones, and Brtifieially 
wrought. Ihigd. Hon. 



Tabbbkacle, 176. A niche, with a 
canopied head, often much enriohod ; 
also tho oruamonted chest in which 
the Holy Eucharist is kept upon the 
altar in a Oatholic Church. 

Tabules, 14, Taslbb. Long boards, 

Tavseb, TASSBtK. Tawels were used 
among fringe forecrtjiiu parte of vest- 
mcnU, and altar decorations. >' Et 
pro tribuB duaayn ot vij pccea de foyn' 
xxva. jd. — Et pro j poco et x ulnis 
de freyncB eniptis, xfiijs. viijd. — Et 
pro xj peeel de freynca et tayu lic 
pro i poco viid,, vj*. »d." *. c. 1371. 

Tequlb. Tiles. "Et in M". ocooc 
Tegulis omptia pro domo n^clarium 
coopcrand", oum cariagto iva. ixd." 
F. C, 1371. 

Tbhflbts. The rcrerec curves of arch 

moulds. 
Tebrloedisses, Tdhvee. " In firri- 






Bumard et i 
agio ci 

tiB pro igno circa le mold (of the ball) 

IJB." F. C. 1371. 
TuACBB, A covLT for roofs, made of 

straw, flags, &c. 
THACETrrBS, Thaktill, Boards used 

beneath thacke for the covor of a roof. 
Thakhehoes, 12, 26, Thicedoabus. 176. 

Boards about two inchos io thiok- 

nesB, lying under the lead covering. 

" In m''- cexjiv, thakturdi emptis hoc 

anno, pro fabrica, picci o. iiis. iid. — 

iliiija. iijd." F. C. 1434. 
TiiEKYso. Thatching, thu covering of 

a roof with )Aaei:i, 
TsoftBOiSTez, 7l, THBDuaH-iofsn. 

Large ouka squared, which reached 

the whole exUint for which thcv wero 

needed, 
XnuuuiiKij, 79, THRovnH-atoKBS. 

Blonea which go through a wall are 

called Ihrvagh stones ; sometimes the 

oovcr of n tomb is called a Iharfh. 

" Et pro j lez Ihurgh de marmon? pro 
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sepulchro domini Decani Harin^n. 
(1516.) '* In cariagio yj li4>idum 
Yooatonim thurghet per carectaa a 
qnarera de Bramham usque Eborum. 
rvuls." F. C. 1419. 

Ton, 80. See Tunttoht. 

ToBCHBs, 18. Those used in processions 
and at funerals, were composed of 
rosin and bees' wax, four parts of the 
former to one of the latter. Begist. 
F y, fol. 40. The word torch Lb some- 
times giyen to a large candle of pure 
wax. '* Item volo quod xxiiij tox^shie 
de pura cera." Begist. Botcety fol. 
357 b. Torches were sometimes nine 
feet in length. *^ The Nunes of Ham- 
pull ij torches, ayther jx fote lang 
ather high auter in the worship of 
tiie holy corsand." Begist B/, fol. 
111. 

Towel, Sudabia. This term is some- 
times applied to the coYcring of the 
upper siuface of an altar, which at 
times was of the most costly material, 
at other times of white Imen cloth. 
" Item a towell of white silk.— ij Tu- 
ealls de panno de Lak." Begist. X a, 
io\. 31. '* Item iii Tueallis de panno 
lineo.'' Ibid. " £t de liijs. iiijd. sol. 
pro iiii Sudanis emptis pro smnmo 
altaro. (1389.) Sometimes the term 
towel signified the cloths for wiping 
the hands. Three towels were re- 
quired to be always in good condition 
in every parish church, according to 
a decree of Archbishop Walter de 
Gray. 

Thactno boakd. a large board made 
for designs to be traced upon. 

Trabe. a beam. A thick and long 
piece of timber. " Et in j magna 
Trabe cmpta pro Cruce novi chori, 
XV8. vjd." F. C. 1415. 

Triforium, 73. The gallery in the walls 
over the arches which separate the 
body of a church from the aisles. 

Trindle. a long wax taper formed 
into a roll or coil. 

TuNTYOHT, 11, 80. A whole ton or 
fother of stone, which contained six- 
teen cubic feet. 

TuRvis, 16. A sort of earth dug and 
used for fuel. 

Tusks, Tusses. Ends of stones left 
projecting from a wall, to which 
another has to be united in a line 
with the tusks. 

TwrrCHYNO-ROPES, 152. Ropes used 
for uniting the poles of a scaffold. 
At York two lengths are used, one 
being about fifteen feet in length, and 



the other aboat twenty. " Pro fiustnim 
iiij petrarom canmU yeteriB in twitcsh- 
yngropes pro lei scaflald, xxyijs. ijd." 
F. C. 1479. 
Tyn, Tin. An artide used fbr adideriiig. 
In 1434 tin cost 3d. the pound. 



Yelttv, Veil, 66, 175. The pendant 

cloth which hides from yiew the 

rood, from. Passion Sunday untU Grood 

Friday. 
YERMEYOir, 12, YEKMiLioir. Consisting 

of mercury and sulphur. 
Yermyth, 13, Yernych. Yamiah. A 

compound of oil and gum, to make 

paintings bright. 
Ybsica Piscis. a term giyen to the 

form of the glory in which the yicto- 

rious Christ is often represented. 

Misty p. 43. 
Ybstry, 68. See Sacbibty. 
YiCB. A spiral staircase, the steps of 

which wound round a perpendicalar 

shaft;, called the Newel. 
Yirreta, Berrbtta. A priest's cap. 
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Wages. The masons of the first class 
in the years 1371 and 1479 receiyed 
six pence per day, as did also the 
carpenters ; the labourers receiyed 
four pence. 

Waites. a company of instrumental 
musicians. *•*• Item to the wofftes of 
Torke for playing in the Quire, fiye 
seryices this year, xxxiijs. iiijd." a.d. 
1623. See Mucstrels. 

Waltiles, 22. Bricks for walls. 

Wayye, Wave, 12. A quantity of ^lass 
consisting of sixty wyspes. " "Willel- 
mo Mebri^ de Eborum pro uno wawe 
yitri contmente Ix wyspe, ad yiijd. 
xls." F. C. 1479. 

Waynscotts, 14, 58. Boards firom half 
an inch to one inch in thickness. ^*£t 
pro cc ■"•• lez WaynaeotU Ixyiijs. iiild. 
emptis apud Hull, c, ad xxxYJs. yiijd." 
F. C. 1482. 

Web. a whole sheet of lead is termed 
a web or webbc. See Catchb. 
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Wtdal, Windlv. a fixed roller, around 
which a rope or chain could be wound. 
A roller used over wells for the 
drawing of water. ** Bicardo Dene, 
roper, pro handlyn empto pro velo 
qiuulragesimali in ohoro, et uno les 
cable pro ioydal^ izs." F. C. 1498. 



Wtmbell. a boring iron tool, with two 
handles. 

Wtbpe, 13. A wirled sheet, or table of 
glass, containing about three and a 
half feet. Now, a wpspe contains 
from sixteen to eighteen feet. 



CORRIGENDA. 



Page 9, line 24, for " StaHia** read " Stbllis." This word Mr. Torre, at p. 619, 
interprets ** Stalls," which interpretation was relied upon as being correct, 
but the statutes of the Church, since seen by me, show that the word 
is ** Stellis." See Stabs. — Gloss, 
lineZe, for ** Bishops*' read '* Archbishops:* 

14, linsZl, for ^^ prynes** read ^^peynes:* 

17, /tiw26, for ''be of** read ''he of an,** 

29, line 4, for "facta** read "foetus," 

34, line lif after "given,** read " and aome,*' 

39, line 2i, for " predieartm** read " predictarum,** 

40, line 9 f for "hpidam** read "lapidum,** 
45, line 12, for " eonferanda** read " eonferenda,** 

114, line 26, for "seems** read "seem,** 
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